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mUSxKker Gear 

~ With attitude 

All designs available 

on T-shirts and sweatshirts 

NU-1 THROUGH NU-7 AVAILABLE IN 

MED-XL, XXL, XXXL 

NU-8 THROUGH NU-10 AVAILABLE IN 

2-4, 6-8, 10-12 


NU-1 
Gotta Problem Teo 


(2 Sided) 


$16.95 each or 2 for $31.00 
XXL'S add $3 each + XXXL's add $4 each 


$27.95 each or 2 for $54.00 
XXU'S add $4 each + XXXL's add $5 each 


YOUTH TEES: $9.95 EACH 
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


$3.00 first item 
$1.00 each additional item 


Orders over $100 
receive 


CALL TODAY! 1-800-844-0506 


OR CONTACT US BY E-MAIL: huskergear@identitiesonline.com 


Two Pack Husker Football 
16 oz Pilsners 


The right glasses for the right occasion. 


These pilsners can't be beat Bie 
#HOI1 Husker Pilsner Glasses ... $24.99 ue 


Comes Gift Boxed 


Gifts 
Party Supplies Husker 


Auto Accessories 7 7 Soft 
| Cooler 


Housewares 


pes Holds 24 cans of your py 
Memorabilia 4 favorite be 2) 
State-of-the-art inner (BR 


Much More 7 lining keeps bever- 

ages cold for hours. 

With wide shoulder strap. Ww ine Traditi 

wuniz Hsker Son Winning Tradition Hat 

Cooler... . $39.99 Woo! blend hat with embroidered 
emblems on three sid 


Tom Osborne anon 
#11015 Winning 
Plageebhed Hat... $21.99 


At last, this tremendous 
plaque featuring a hand 
signed autograph of the 
legendary coach Tom 
Osborne. An absolute must 
have for every Husker fan 
Comes with Letter of 
Authenticity 

#H013 Autographed 

Tom Osborne 

Plaque... $64.99 
Quantities are limited. 


Meaures 12° x 15 Husker 
White Polo Auto Mats 


High quality rubber with 


super tough vulcanized 
Husker logo. 


Features red trim around collar and sleeve. 
Vertical Husker logo makes this polo by 
Gear one of a kind. 
< #11014 White Polo . . $34.99 #H016 Husker Auto 
ard M-L-XL-XNL (+3.00 for XXL). Mats... $44.99 pair 


For Our 
Vi tore Calf Toll Free 
located in the between 9am - 9pm Mon. - Sat. & 12pm - 6pm Sunday 
Oak View Mall ORDER 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK by FAX 402-333-1420 


or on the internet 


3001 So. 144th St. 


Omaha, NE 68144 www.gohuskers e com 
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Since its dedication in 1923, 
a lot has changed in and around Memorial Stadium 


IN 1923, the first issue 
of Time, the first week- 
ly news magazine was 
published on March 3. 
On March 26, BBC 

Radio broadcast the 
y first daily weather fore- 
cast. On May 2-3, the 
first transcontinental 
airplane flight was 
made in 26 hours and 50 minutes from 
New York to San Diego. 

Although it obviously didn’t receive 
the attention of another stadium that 
opened that year (Yankee Stadium), 
Memorial Stadium was dedicated on 
Oct. 20, 1923, at the Homecoming game 
in which Nebraska 
was held to a score- 
less tie by Kansas. 

In the fall of 
1922, a drive for 
$430,000 was 
undertaken by fac- 
ulty, students, 
alumni and friends 
of the University of 
Nebraska. In addi- 
tion to the amaz- 
ingly low price, 
compared to mod- 
ern stadiums, 
Memorial Stadium was completed 
incredibly in a few more than 90 work- 
ing days, according to the Nebraska 
Football Media Guide. 

The venerable stadium has under- 
gone numerous changes in the last 76 
years, capped by the current $36 mil- 
lion improvement project, which will 
include 42 skyboxes, a club seating 
area, stadium view lounge, new press 
box and renovated concourses. The 
project will be completed before the 
1999 season. 

Most of us have been around for at 
least some of the changes, but one 
Huskers Illustrated reader has a unique 
perspective of Memorial Stadium, 

R.L. Buttery of Burke, Va., was born 
in Lincoln in 1917 at 504.N. 15th St. H 
grandparents lived just a few blocks 
away at 1204 U St. 

The location where Buttery’s grand- 


Brian 
HILL 


4 JUNE/JULY 1999 


parents lived is now part of the grassy 
boulevard-type area between the NU 
Coliseum and Morrill Hall. 

Buttery, who graduated from 
Nebraska in 1940, went into the Army 
and was at Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 
1941. He was gracious enough to share 
several photographs of Memorial 
Stadium as it originally looked (see 
Pages 10-11). One, taken from his 
grandparents’ yard, shows the crowd 
arriving for that first Homecoming 
game. The automobiles on 12th Street 
help put the era in perspective. 

Buttery has followed the 
Cornhuskers and visited Memorial 
Stadium over the years. He last attend- 
ed a game “against 
Colorado about two 
years ago in the cold 
rain.” 

Those with the 
wherewithal to afford 
one of the new skybox- 
es won't have to worry 
about the elements this 
fall. 

The impressive struc- 
ture has changed the 
skyline of Lincoln. 
After a rare 9-4 season 
in 1998, the football 
team that performs on the field below 
obviously hopes the sky is the limit as 
well, 

The 1999 edition of the Nebraska 
football team is covered extensively in 
this annual yearbook. We also take a 
look at the other Big 12 schools and 
give you a glimpse of the national 
scene 

A lot of work from a lot of people 
went into this special edition. 

Enjoy it. il 


Got Something To Say? 


Please sond your comments and questions to: 


Letters, 3210 NW 3rd St., Lincoln, Neb. 68521 
You can also fax them to'us at (402) 474-5132. 
We reserve the right to edit the letters for clarity, 
content and length. For those with electronic mail 
abilities, Hleditor@aol.com. 
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Who Will it Be 
Under Center Sept. 4? 


Solich anticipates controversy 
in regard to starting quarterback 


ERIC CROUCH OR BOBBY NEWCOMBE? 

There's a question to spark some off-sea- 
son debate among Nebraska football fans. 
And with Newcombe’s absence from 
spring practice because of December knee 
surgery, such a debate would be even more 
speculative than if the two had been able to 
compete in March and April. 

Newcombe hasn't played since late 
October, when he started the Missouri 
game then gave way to Monte Christo. 
Crouch replaced Christo in the next game against Texas and 
finished out the season. But he was limited to some degree 
during the spring by having to wear a green pullover jersey. 

The green pullover helped keep him healthy, which was 
the intent. But the tradeoff was, it restricted him at times, 
and as a result, his performance didn’t always reflect his 
ability. 

It won't be two-hand touch when the 
Cornhuskers open at lowa on Sept. 4. And 
by then, Coach Frank Solich probably will 
have settled on one or the other as his No. 1 
quarterback, 

He will have unless his philosophy has 
changed after one season as head coach. 
During a post-spring news conference a 
year ago to announce that Newcombe had 
earned the starting job in competition with 
Crouch and Frankie London, Solich said he 
didn’t think alternating quarterbacks would work. 

He reiterated that before the start of two-a-day practices 
in the fall. “Things could change, not only at that position 
but at every position on our team,” he said. “But in order 
for a guy to lose a starting position once he’s earned it dur- 
ing spring ball, it would have to be a real dropoff of play. 

“So Bobby will start, Eric will back him up . . . going into 
fall camp.” 

Solich was able to avoid a dreaded “quarterback contro- 
versy” going into last season, But he won't be able to this 
time around, which is why he addressed the issue prior to 
spring practice. 

As Tom Osborne did before him, Solich anticipates 
potential problems and tries to deal with them. So after 
answering, questions about spring practice for a handful of 
reporters at Cook Pavilion during a break in post-winter 
conditioning tests, he brought up the subject of quarter- 
bac! 

As television reporters turned off their cameras and 
began gathering their equipment and writers closed their 
notebooks, Solich offered a postscript to the proceedings. 

“1 just might let you know how we really look at things 
in terms of players coming back off of injury,” he said. 
“Typically, the policy has been, when a guy does come back 
off injury, he regains his status on the football team at 
where he left off. And, you know that will still be the case. 

“That will affect a lot of players, of course.” 

Offensive left tackle Adam Julch and weakside lineback- 
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Who'll start: Eric Crouch (left) 
or Bobby Newcombe? 


ers Eric Johnson and Julius Jackson remained atop the 
depth chart at their positions despite missing spring prac- 
tice with injuries. 

Among others who missed spring practice were I-backs 
DeAngelo Evans and Dan Alexander, though Evans 
returned for non-contact work near the end. Despite being 
sidelined, they shared first team on the depth chart with 
Correll Buckhalter going into the spring, and that’s how 
they'll go into the fall. 

So there might be an "Tr ‘back controversy” as well as a 

“quarterback controversy. 
For some reason, by the way, competition for the starting 
assignment at other positions is rarely, if ever, described as 
a controversy, a curious situation to which Osborne often 
alluded. 

When was the last time an “offensive center controver- 
sy” or a “strongside linebacker controversy” arose? The 
answer, of course, is never. But a partial 
explanation for that is, players can alternate 
at most positions without jeopardizing the 
continuity of the offense or the defense. 

Anyway, come fall, “there’s probably 
going to be a lot of controversy in regard to 
the quarterback,” said Solich, “There gener- 
ally is. And certainly those two guys, 
Bobby and Eric, have proven to be out- 
standing athletes, with outstanding ability. 
So that’s the nature of how the position is 
going to play out.” 

There also could be some debate about who should be 
the No. 1 I-back, he said. “We just don’t want there to be 
any controversy within our football team, amongst our 
coaches and players. 

“We understand there will be a controversy out there 
with the fans, the media. But we're just going to move for- 
ward, knowing how our policy is. We'll see what happens 
in the spring. We'll see what happens in early fall camp. 
And we'll go from there when it comes to, really, those two 
positions. 

“You'll get that same answer for a long time on those 
two positions. There’s going to be a lot of water that runs 
under the bridge before we open up with the University of 
lowa, So we're not going to get into a major discussion on 
those two positions, as to where those injured players fit 
in,” 


By anticipating and clarifying his policy, with which 
most reporters were familiar anyway, Solich avoided hav- 
ing to answer such questions very often, if at all, during 
spring practice. 

Afterward, Solich was asked if he were ready to 
announce his starters for the lowa game. 

The question was tongue-in-cheek. It elicited a smile 
from Solich. But not an answer. i 


Mike Babcock is a former sports columnist for the Lincoin Journal 
Star, He has covered Nebraska football for more than 20 years. 
Mike r if 


This newest print commemorates Coach Osborne's 3rd 


National Championship season. From leading his troops 
into battle - to the “Miracle at Missouri”, 

to viewing the display after his 250th victory- 

this is a year to remember. A man of moral character and 
conviction paired with a star quality staff and players 
this was a team COMMITTED TO EXCELLENCE!!! 


(18” x 24”) approx. size w/out mats 
(22-3/8" x 28-5/8") w/ mats 

Print: .. 
Double Mats: 


Framed: 
“Print shown without mats 


..@ poignant moment in the center of 
the field after the game 
Approximately (11” x 14") double matted print 


Double Matted Print: 
Framed Matted Print 


..the pass, the punt, the r 
(of the Decade!) 


Approximately (14” x 20") double matted print 


Double Mats: . $60 
Framed Matted $90 


Packaging and Postage: Prints - $6; Framed Prints - $12, Please send your check or money order plus 5-1/2% sales tax to: 


Request brochure of additional prints that are available. 
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Will The 1999 Book 
Be A Best Seller? 


It should be a season 
of some things old, some things new 


IF THE 1998 SON of Nebraska football 
had been a book rather than a live-action 
drama, it would have been a most com- 
pelling read. 

Over the next few months, a whole new 
book of Husker history will be written. 
How it will end is already being debated in 
the coffee shops and country clubs from the 
big cities to the Sandhills. 

How will it unfold? Well, while I’ve never 
confused being a sports announcer with 
being a sports journalist, here’s an armchair editor’s look at 
the storylines for the next 11 chapters of Nebraska that will 
be chronicled in the coming months. 

@ Sept. 4 at fowa — Plan on being inundated with 
stories about how this is a border battle that should be 
played every year, which it should. And 
get used to hearing about how Kirk Ferentz 
taking over for Hayden Fry compares to 
Frank Solich taking over for Tom Osborne, 
which it doesn’t. Fry was a good coach, but 
being around for a long time and being the 
best of all time are two different things. 

@ Sept. 11 wv California — 
Nebraska's first home game. My guess is 
that the sun will disappear behind the new 
Memorial Stadium skyboxes shortly after 
noon. That place is huge. In reference to the 
ive structure, reporters will ask the 
ion, “So what do you think of it?” 
over and over. Sidebar story; Huskers win 

@ Sept. 18 ws. Southern 
sippi — Ever hear of Brett Favre? 
He’s a former Golden Eagle. If you haven't 
heard much else about Southern Miss, ask the folks at 
Alabama, Auburn, LSU and Georgia. In the ‘90s, they all got 
run over in what they thought would be a walk in the park, 
and Florida fell victim in 1989. This is one of those good 
directional schools you'll learn about. 

@ Sept. 25 at Missouri — OK, who remembers what 
happened the last time Nebraska played in Columbia? Let’s 
just say you'll get a “kick” out of seeing all the replays in the 
days leading up to the game. Everyone involved in “The 
Catch” will be interviewed. Matt Davison and Shevin 
Wiggins will be booed during it. Norm Stewart and Quin 
Snyder join in solidarity to rally the Tiger troops. 

H Oct. 2 vs. Oklahoma State — Everybody loves 
Cowboy Coach Bob Simmons and quarterback Tony 
Lindsay, a pair of Colorado castoffs who have resurrected 
the OSU program. After last year’s down-to-the-wire finish 
in Kansas City (a 24-17 NU win from which the Pokes never 
recovered), the talk will center around how far the Cowboys 
have come since 1995, when Nebraska won 64-21 

@ Oct. 9 vs. lowa State — Yawn. This game will 
yield the same old stories about how Dan McCarney is still 


Bill 
DOLEMAN 
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will another chapter be 
written in San Antonio 
Dec. 4? 


laying the foundation for the future of Cyclone football and 
how Nebraska isn’t looking ahead because the Huskers are 
reminded of Ames 1992, I really can’t think of anything else 
to say about this one, and I doubt anyone else can either. 

@ Oct. 23 at Texas — While all parties involved will 
be respectful and say they haven't looked ahead, this is the 
rivalry the football gods wanted when the Big 12 was creat- 
ed. Will Nebraska avenge its home loss to the Longhorns on 
Halloween ‘98? Will Texas fans still think that Mack Brown 
walks on water if they lose to NU? This is what we like to 
call a “Big Game.” Players say, “this is what it’s all about.” 
And they'll do so again in three of the next four weeks. 

@ Oct. 30 at Kansas — A. Can Nebraska avoid a let- 
down? or B. Can Nebraska regroup? This game really has 
nothing to do with the Jayhawks, who have not scored on 
NU in two years. This game will have everything to do with 
what took place a week earlier in Austin, 

@ Nov. 6 vs. Texas A&M — The 
Huskers begin their toughest stretch of the 
season by playing host to last year’s confer- 
ence champion. R.C. Slocum will talk about 
how much he respects Nebraska’s program, 
and everyone will marvel about how versa- 
tile and fast 270-pound fullback Ja’Mar 
Toombs really is. This is the battle of defen- 
sive nicknames: The Blackshirts vs. The 
Wrecking Crew. 

@ Nov. 13 vs. Kansas State — While 
the coaches and players will be tight-lipped, 
the fans won't be. Wildcat boosters will 
crow about K-State’s tradition that dates 
back to the late 1990s, Husker fans will 
chuckle and count to five... as in national 
championships. The two sides will tell the 
same bad jokes about each other. And, while I hope never to 
see that uncalled facemask-turned-felony again, 1 know I 
will, but it does give me the willies. Something tells me that 
crowd noise will be a factor. 

@ Nov. 26 at Colorado — By now, you will be well- 
versed in the Bow! Championship Series scenario and how 
this game fits into the mix. Also, expect things to be cold, 
and I’m not just talking about the weather. Sounds like Gary 
Barnett spells “Nebraska” with Bill McCartney’s red 
crayons, which means the renewal of the rivalry myth that 
has spawned a decade of debate despite the NU dominance. 

Of course, the potential is there for another champi- 
onship chapter or two to be added at a later date, but how it 
all ends remains to be seen. In this case, there’s no peaking 
to the back of the book because history has yet to be made. 
It will all play out this fall, and that’s when you can read 
about it. 


Bill Doleman’s face \s faruliar to er fans 

He is host for several Nebraska-related tek programs 
including the "Husker Show" and ¢ hows for Terry Pettit, 
Paul Sandertord and Frank Solich. 
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After 
Further Review .. . 


Wiggins hopes to provide more memorable plays 
after being granted another season of eligibility 


BY NOW, Shevin Wiggins should have no 
problem accepting the unexplainable. 

Two years ago, Wiggins started the famed 
Flea-kicker play at Missouri, rescuing a 
sure incompletion as he fell backward to 
the ground by, purely on a knee-jerk reac- 
tion, popping the ball into the air with a leg 
Curt to set up Matt Davison’s miraculous catch. 
McKEEVER Without the play, the Cornhuskers don’t 

win in overtime. They don’t win a national 
championship. 

Wiggins probably entered his senior season in 1998 
thinking, “Nothing that ever happens to me again in this 
uniform will ever top that.” 

I doubt he thinks that any more. 

You see, as it turned out, the explosive wingback from 
Palmetto, Fla., still had some good fortune left. 

In April, three days before Nebraska's Red-White spring, 
game, Wiggins was your average former 
Husker pondering his future. He was a 
man without a team, who a month earlier 
had participated in workouts for NFL 
scouts on the Nebraska campus. 

His plans changed with one late-night 
phone call to Nebraska Senior Associate 
Athletic Director Al Papik. On the line 
was an NCAA representative informing 
Papik that the NCAA Student-Athlete 
Reinstatement Committee had granted 
Nebraska’s appeal for a sixth-year of eli- 
gibility for Wiggins. 

In March, the committee had denied 
the same request. 

“If | were a betting man, I would have 
thought we'd lose,” said Papik, who had 
never seen NU get a favorable ruling in 
13 years on the job. “They denied it origi- 
nally based on the fact his participation was not limited by 
anything beyond his or the institution’s control.” 

In the rare cases where the NCAA has given a player an 
additional year past the standard five-year clock, almost 
always it’s because they've had a serious injury that has 
required more than one season to heal. 

Wiggins’ case had nothing to do with an injury. 

Recruited in 1994 from Manatee High School in Palmetto, 
he sat out as a non-academic qualifier in 1994, Essentially, 
he was giving up a year of eligibility. 

So after redshirting in 1995, Wiggins played for three sea- 
sons and then faced the prospects of life after collegiate foot- 
ball. 

However, with a diagnosed learning disability on his 
side, he appealed to the NCAA for another year based on a 
US. Justice Department ruling. That ruling stated athletes 
who lost a year of eligibility because they did not qualify 
academically and were found to be learning-disabled could 
gain the year back if they completed 75 percent of the 


Shevin Wiggins 
reason to smile. 


requirements toward a degree in four years. 

Since he was in his fifth year of school, Williams would 
have to earn his degree by August if he wanted to qualify 
for an extra year, And even then, the NCAA could have 
turned down his request — which is exactly what originally 
happened 

Now for the weird part. 

Nebraska’s appeal of that ruling was based on the same 
evidence submitted in the first request. The only difference 
was that faculty representative Dr. Josephine Potuto, a con- 
stitutional lawyer, wrote on Wiggins’ behalf. 

Perhaps Potuto should be voted as an honorary captain 
for the 1999 Cornhuskers because according to NU receivers 
coach Ron Brown, Wiggins was the most underrated player 
in the country last season. 

The 5-foot-11, 200-pounder was the Cornhuskers’ sec- 
ond-leading receiver with 22 catches, 326 yards and one 
touchdown. He also averaged 16 yards on 11 punt returns 
and 22.4 yards on 10 kickoff returns to earn 
honorable mention All-Big 12 honors. 

“He does so many things,” Brown said. 
“He’s a great blocker, good downfield 
receiver, provides quiet leadership, and in 
the double-wing he can run the option. 
Without him, we would have lost a couple 
(more) games last year.” 

Nebraska went through spring practice 
minus five of its top six receivers from last 
season. Senior-to-be Sean Applegate and 
junior-to-be John Gibson, who have a total of 
two catches between them, were vying for 
the No. 1 wingback spot after Frankie 
London’s career suffered another setback 
because of further leg surgery. 

Wiggins’ case was perhaps the best news 
to come from spring drills. 

“It came at a good time for me,” said 
Wiggins, who got his undergraduate degree in family and 
consumer science during spring graduation ceremonies. “I 
don’t know if I’m mentally prepared for the next level. I’m 
excited to get a chance to get back out there, 

“Hopefully, | can bring some leadership to the team on 
offense, as well as bringing a little bit more enthusiasm and 
aggressiveness.” 

Brown got so excited hearing the news that he checked to 
see if Wiggins might put on the pads for the spring game. 

Wiggins politely declined. Something about having not 
taken a hit since the Holiday Bow! didn’t seem so appealing. 

Brown can wait. He knows that come fall, Wiggins will 
be ready to provide more memorable plays. 

If you're Shevin Wiggins, you'd cherish each one. i 


has a new 


Curt McKeever is a spo ering the University 
of Nebraska for the Lincoln Journal Star, In addition to 
reporting on football he is the primary beat writer for the 
men's basketball and baseball teams. 
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Stadium Expansion 


Here is the chronological order of Memorial Stadium 
expansion and improvement from the original 31,000- 
seat structure built in 1923: 

1946 — Completion of Schulte Field House at north end 
of stadium (construction began in 1941, but was inter- 
rupted by World War Il) 

1964 — South end zone section installed, making the 
stadium a horseshoe, raising capacity to the 48,000 mark 
1965 — Center portion of north end zone section added, 
raising capacity to more than 53,000 than 65,000 and 
making Memorial Stadium into a bow! 

1967 — New press box, with guest section added, pro- 
viding a beautiful and practical press facility 

1970 — Installation of AstroTurf 

1972 — South end zone extended, 9,400 seats added, 
raising capacity to 73,650 

1973 — Athletic office building completed, housing 
dressing and training facilities for varsity football 

1977 — Installation of new AstroTurf replacing the 1970 
turf, and a new scoreboard over the north stadium 

1980 — Completed top deck of press box for additional 
photo and visiting radio TV space 

1981 — New west stadium weight room and new visi- 
tor’s locker room in Schulte Field House 

1982 — Expansion of Schulte Field House indoor prac- 
tice area 

1984 — New artificial All-Pro Turf playing surface 
installed 

1985 — Completion of Hewit Center (dining area/study 
hall) in West Stadium 

1989 — Expansion of strength complex and Hewit 
Center 

1992 — New Astroturf-8 artificial turf installed 

1994 — Installation of Mitsubishi Instant Replay boards 
and remodeling of Section 14 to accommodate disabled, 
reduced seating to 72,700 

1995 — South Stadium training room remodeled and 
new interview room and player lounge completed during 
season 

1997 — Memorial Stadium Improvement Project- 
Complete in Fall of 1999 
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The massive new skybox structure tower 
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“There are things that | 
still think about, that | 
think | could have done 
maybe a little differently to 
help the season go a little 


smoother.” 


he first season of the Frank 
Solich era is history. The 
pressure has diminished. 

A more relaxed Nebraska 
football team will attempt to return 
to the Big 12 playoff after a year’s 
absence and perhaps work its way 
back into the national championship 
chase. 

Solich’s second season should be 
a little easier. But that doesn’t mean 
he has dismissed 1998. He couldn’t 
do that even if he wanted. The four 
losses were the most in 30 years. 
And there was a dramatic decline in 
the Cornhuskers’ rushing offense, 
long the foundation of their success. 

“T don’t know that I’ve totally put 
to bed last season,” he said. “There 
are things that I still think about, 
that I think I could have done maybe 
a little differently to help the season 
goa little smoother.” 

Among the things over which he 
had no control were an inordinate 
number of injuries to key players 
and the attention focused on him 
and his program following Tom 
Osborne's retirement. That attention 
was further intensified by 
Nebraska's having just won a third 
national title in four seasons. 

The Cornhuskers were the coach- 
es’ defending national champions, a 
fact that undoubtedly would have 
brought a flood of reporters to 
Lincoln even if Osborne had still 
been the coach. 

As a result, Solich, his assistants 
and players were under constant 
scrutiny. 

“Every time you turned around 
last year, there was someone, even a 
national person, as far as (request- 
ing) interviews,” Solich said, adding 
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that although he wouldn’t have 
characterized the sometimes chaotic 
situation as a media circus, “I don’t 
think it was too far from that. 

“I felt sorry for the players 
because it drew so much attention, 
Tom stepping down and my taking 
over. To a degree, it had to have 
some effect on them because there 
were people around all the time. 

“Certainly the pressure to do well 
and compete like Nebraska teams 
compete, I think, was put on that 
football team,” he said. “And I think 
ina lot of ways, they handled it well. 

“It maybe bothered me a little 
more than I thought.” 

If that were true, he didn’t show 
it. Even in the 23-20 Holiday Bowl 
loss to Arizona, “he maintained a 
pretty good composure throughout 
the whole thing,” said quarterback 
Eric Crouch. 

“He got a little emotional. But so 
did a lot of players, including 
myself, because that was tough, as 
hard as we prepared for that game, 
to go there, play a great team and 
come up three points short. 

“He kept himself composed, did a 
good job of complimenting the play- 
ers, telling everyone they played 
great. We made some mistakes. But 
we did have a chance to win in the 
last quarter.” 

In some ways the Holiday Bowl 
game was a microcosm of the sea- 
son. Nebraska took a 20-16 lead, ona 
touchdown pass from Crouch to 
Tracey Wistrom and an extra-point 
kick by Kris Brown, with 10:55 
remaining but couldn’t hold it 
against the No. 5- and No. 6-ranked 
Wildcats. 

Had Nebraska held on, it might 


have finished with a Top 10 ranking, 
instead of 19th and 20th. “There’s a 
very thin line between getting it all 
done and not getting it done,” Solich 
said. 

That could have served as a 
theme for the season. The 
Cornhuskers had a chance in the 
closing minutes to win every game 
they lost. Had the breaks gone their 
way, they could have been con- 
tenders. 

The experience of having come so 
close should serve them well in their 
attempt to regain national promi- 
nence this season. “I look back and 
say to myself if we can just be strong 
through that fourth quarter and real. 
ly be confident, I think we can win 
all our games this year,” said 
Crouch. 

“That's a big possibility. Every 
time | think about the four losses, 1 
think about how close they were to 
wins, how we might have gone 13-0. 
And last year, we had a really young 
team. 

“This year, we have a lot of guys 
out there with experience.” 

He is among them, after starting 
six games, including the final four 
after Bobby Newcombe was side- 
lined by a PCL injury. In all, 19 play- 
ers with starting experience at 14 

ositions return, 

Nebraska is two-deep at several 
positions, among them quarterback, 
where Newcombe will compete with 
Crouch for the starting job after 

ng spring practice following 
ee surgery. 

If one or both can remain healthy, 
the offense should be more produc- 
tive. The shuffling of quarterbacks 
contributed to an offensive inconsis- 
te: uncharacteristic of the 
Cornhuskers. Even so, they ranked 
first in the conference in rushing, 
third in scoring and fourth in total 
offense. 

And that was using three differ- 
ent starting I-backs as well as three 
different starting quarterbacks. 
Monte Christo started the Texas 
game, after replacing Newcombe in 
the Missouri game. 

Correll Buckhalter, the leading 
rusher with 799 yards and eight 
touchdowns, was the only one of the 
top I-backs to practice in the spring, 
though DeAngelo Evans did return 
for non-contact workouts near the 
end. Dan Alexander spent the spring 
rehabilitating a knee after recon- 
structive surgery. 
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Frank Solich’s first season as 
head coach began with a 56-26 
victory over Louisiana Tech in 
the Eddie Robinson Football 
Classic on Aug. 29, 1998, and 
ended with a 23-20 loss to 
Arizona in the Holiday Bowl on 
Dec. 30. Solich meets with 
Louisiana Tech Coach Gary 
Crowton after the opener (above 
left) and meets the media along- 
side rush end Mike Rucker 
(above right) after the Holiday 
Bowl. After spending game days 
in the press box as a Tom 
Osborne assistant, Solich was 
front and center on the sideline 
in 1998. The former Nebraska 
fullback talks to co-captain and 
fullback Joel Makovicka (left) 
during a game last season. 
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Fullback Willie Miller and tackle 
Adam Julch were among the other 
projected starters on offense who 
missed all or most of spring practice. 
If Solich expected the injury prob- 
lems that plagued the Cornhuskers 
throughout the season to be gone in 
the spring, he was greatly disap- 
pointed. 

“If you look back over the years, 
you kind of count on most of your 
top-liners being in there and holding 
up through the season,” he said after 
practice one day in the spring. 

“There have been those years 
where L-backs have gone down and 
we've had depth there that has been 
called upon. And on rare occasions 
(the same) at the quarterback spot. 

“But generally speaking, we've 
been fortunate there (at the two posi- 
tions). And then you start going 
down the list of wide receivers who 
were banged up, the tight ends and 


on the defensive side of it. Some 
y important guys to the overall 
scheme of things were taken out of 
ib 


Solich was hard-pressed to 
explain the rash of injuries that have 
debilitated his team 

“I've talked to the trainers, I've 
talked to the doctors,” he said. “And 
their feeling is that it’s really unu 
al. They can’t put a finger on it 
guess as we look at it, there’s proba- 
bly not much that we would have 
done differently in terms of prepar- 
ing. We would have taken the same 
approach. 

“We certainly think it was unfor- 
tunate that we had the number of 
injuries we did.” 

One positive in the spring was 
that young, players and backups had 
an opportunity to work with higher 
units than they would have other- 
wise, which should help develop 


depth. Sophomore Dave Volk, for 
example, filled in for Julch on the left 
side. He'll be the third tackle in the 
fall. 

As is the case with Julch, the other 
first-team offensive linemen all have 
starting experience to varying 
degrees. Right tackle Jason Schwab 
was the only one to start every 
game, however. 

James Sherman and Russ 
Hochstein are the guards, and 
Dominic Raiola has settled in at cen- 
ter, after dividing time between 
guard and center, as Josh Heskew’s 
backup. Jon Rutherford and Matt 
Baldwin emerged from the spring as 
the top backups, Rutherford at 
guard and Baldwin at center. 

Though the statistics didn’t neces- 
sarily reflect it, the offensive line 
apparently played well during the 
spring. At least that was the opinion 
of veteran defensive coordinator 
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“| can speak from the defensive side because | see it as much as any- 
body. This is probably the most improved offensive line I’ve seen dur- 


ing the spring since I’ve been here.” 
— Charlie McBride, defensive coordinator 


Charlie McBride. 

“I can speak from the defensive 
side because I see it as much as any- 
body,” he said following the Spring 
Game. “This is probably the most 
improved offensive line I’ve seen 
during the spring since I’ve been 
here. A lot of people were kind of 
down on them, which was not right. 
But they really stuck together and 
continued to do it. And they'll keep 
it up through the summer, I know. 

“1 think they’re going to have a 
great offensive line. To me, if you're 
going to take one spot, I'd say from 
what I saw this spring, the offensive 
line made the biggest improvement 
we had.” 

Blocking on the perimeter and 
downfield were a focus for the tight 
ends and wide receivers, of course. 
TJ. DeBates and Wistrom are the top 
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tight ends. Matt Davison returns at 
split end, and Shevin Wiggins 
returns at wide receiver, after being 
granted another season of eligibility. 

The NCAA's decision regarding 
Wiggins, who was second to 
Davison in pass receptions last sea- 
son, wasn’t made until just before 
the Red-White game, so he watched 
instead of playing. 

His coming back is also a blessing 
to Nebraska’s return game. 

There were fewer questions to be 
answered about the defense in the 
spring. 

“We've got a pretty good bunch 
of guys who know what they're 
doing,” said McBride. “You put that 
first bunch out there, and they’re no 
neophytes. You know what I’m say- 
ing?” 

In addition, “the whole defense is 


a bunch of hard-nosed guys,” he 
said. 

Although they were occasionally 
susceptible to big plays, the 
Blackshirts were for the most part 
solid last season, ranking second in 
the Big 12 against the run and third 
in scoring defense. 

Ten starters at seven positions 
return: cornerbacks Ralph Brown 
and Erwin Swiney, rovers Mike 
Brown and Joe Walker, free safety 
Clint Finley, strongside linebackers 
Tony Ortiz and Brian Shaw, weak- 
side linebacker Eric Johnson and 
tackles Loran Kaiser and Steve 
Warren. 

Julius Jackson has yet to start, but 
he’s experienced and will enter fall 
camp sharing No. 1 with Johnson at 
weakside linebacker. Cornerback 
Keyuo Craver also has a Blackshirt, 


and rush ends Kyle Vanden Bosch 
and Aaron Wills will be issued them 
in the fall, as will middle linebacker 
Carlos Polk. 

Walker has established himself 
among the top kick returners in the 
conference. Otherwise, the kicking 


game is something of an unknown IN OR tt 
quantity, with redshirted freshman 5s MVASTON 
Josh Brown and senior Dan py VIWISIou 
Hadenfeldt, a walkon, continuing @ lowa 11 a.m. (ABC) 


their competition during two-a- 
in the fall. 
“We have the potential for a very 


ays 


California 2:30 p.m. (ABC) 
So. Mississippi TBA 


fine kicking game,” said Solich. @ Missouri TBA P 

“We'll see how it goes.” Oklahoma St. TBA vag Nise 
Nebraska would seem to have the lowa St. TBA econ Ww. 

potential for a very fine team, one @ Texas TBA vs. Oklahoma Stl W, 2 

that probably should be favored in @ Kansas TBA Cassers cwh 

the north division of the Big 12, if it Texas A&M TBA Missouri W, 20-13 

can remain healthy. The Kansas St. TBA Glone St. Wier 


Cornhuskers are experienced, and @ Colorado 1:30 p.m. (ABC) ekeassy 
their coach is a season of frustration VEAsiOnEa 


wiser. “The pressure’s off, I think,” 
Crouch said. 

“When he starts out his first year, 
a lot of things are thrown at you and 
a lot of things are happening 
because of Coach Osborne leaving. | [iggiesMtrteke sel immn- SIE Ia oe 
don’t think Coach Solich has 
changed much. 

“He knows the tradition here maa Bes —— Ee ea 70 _Jes0n Lobr* 
because he’s been around for 20 DT_91__LORAN KAISER** 
years and he really knows what to 
do to get the things done that need 
to be done to have a winning team, a 
national championship team. So I 53 Matt Shook Eric Ryan 
think he’s right on stride with every- _|ieqmmeapstee noha =r a 
thing. This year, he knows what to 


(Times are subject to change and are Central) 


Brandon Moobern 


T7__ Mike Watford 89 _ Luis Almanzar* 


95 J.P. Wichmann 


41__ Rod Baker 


expect.” 
Solich also knows that success iy Dickmann MIB 13 _Cortos Pot 
depends on learning from the past ; Pp mace 


and then setting it aside. That's what [ian enrsd- ene 
he has tried to do, and based on 


what he saw in the spring, his play- cies 

ers have done so as well. Revi bmccaoueaet SRA eweT REE 5-1 _210_So. 
“T know this returning group is Jay Runty* 2 Koy 5-10 190 

not down about what happened (last op 

season) because, again, winning nine 

games isn’t all bad,” Solich said. Spey 

“But the standard is so high that .. . CY 21 aE BRON 

you know the expectations of this Wes Woodward* 


group will be tremendously high, 
and the fans’ (expectations) will be 
tremendously high.” 

Fan expectations, no doubt, 18 Troy Hassebrook P17 DanHadenfeldt* 511 


include a victory in the Big 12 play- [Paine rear 
ae ee a es] 


off at the Alamodome in San 

Antonio, followed by a trip to the [7 a 

Superdome in New Orleans for the 

national championship game. ee ee eee 
The Cornhuskers expect no less. | Sauae Nome 


But presumably their expectations oA 


are tempered by what is realistic. ll 


WBS SHEVINWIGGINS*** 511 200 Sr 2 Mike Demps 5-10 195 


OR 8 John Gibson® 5 DeJuan Groce 5-10 190 
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There's nothing quite like the 
feeling of knowing that when a 
pressure situation arises, you've 
got a clutch performer on your 
team. Someone who's been there 
before. Someone who's put in 
the sweat and studied the films — 
and knows how to get it done 


That's the same feeling you 


get from an American Family 
Insurance agent. They're proud 
of what they do, Ready to take 
action. And standing tall at the 
line at crunch time. 
If you've been looking for 

that kind of confidence, give us 
a call—we won't drop the ball. 
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All Your Protection 
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WEAR THIS AND 
YOU MAY BE ASKED 
TO FILL IN. 


It's what the coaches wear. It's the only official performance apparel 
brand of the University of Nebraska. It’s all authentic and identical 


to what the Husker coaches put on before practice \N 
and game day. You can wear this or you can wear afi ; 
ing ordi adidas ¢ 


With Newcombe 
sidelined for the 
spring, Jay Runty 
got in a lot of 
action. 
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obby Newcombe was among the missing during spring practice. And Eric Crouch 
was among those who missed him, even though he and Newcombe are compet- 
ing for the same starting job. 

“Ever since I’ve been here, he was competing,” Crouch said in the spring. “Every time 
someone gets hurt, you always wish they were out on the field, and since he’s not out 
here, you're short a player that you're used to having around. You miss him because he’s 
such a great athlete. 

“You miss his big-play potential, the things he can do for the team.” 

Crouch can empathize with Newcombe, who also arrived in the fall of 1997, Crouch 
sat out his first season as a medical redshirt, undergoing surgery on his right ankle and 
left knee, while Newcombe played, first as a backup quarterback and then as a wingback 
and punt returner 

The two competed with Frankie London for the starting quarterback’s job last spring, 
with Newcombe emerging atop the depth chart with Crouch behind him and London 
moving to wingback. 

Crouch started twice after Newcombe suffered a PCL injury in the opener against 
Louisiana Tech, then suffered a hamstring pull, which kept him out of the Washington 
game, and a hip pointer, which limited him to holding for placement kicks during the 
Texas, Kansas and Missouri games. 

London also was sidelined by a broken leg, as a rash of injuries con- 
tributed to a significant drop in offensive production and the Cornhuskers’ 
first four-loss season since 1968. 

That was the low point of the season for Crouch. “It just seemed like 
when all the injuries were happening, you kind of drop your jaw and you're 
thinking: ‘My goodness, I can’t believe this happened again, another injury to 
another starter. How are we going to deal with it? What changes do we have 
to make during the week?’ It had so many effects on how we played (offen- 
sively),” he said. 

“A lot of times, we didn’t know who was going to play.” 

After a starter went down with an injury, someone else had to step in. 
“You’re trying to get that person ready to play on Saturday, and you've only 
got five days to do it,” said Crouch. 

“That was really tough for me as a quarterback, gaining some consis- 
tency with other players and other players gaining some type of consistency with me 


when I was in there. 
OUTLOOK 


“That was something I thought about a lot, how it affected our season.” 

Crouch started six games, including the Holiday Bowl loss, in which he 
rushed for 28 yards and completed 12-of-28 passes for 193 yards and two 
touchdowns, with two interceptions. 

During the regular season, he rushed for 459 yards and five touchdowns 
and completed 49-of-101 passes for 601 yards and four touchdowns. “His Cay Aunty 
strong suit, without question, is the option game,” Coach Frank Solich said Lost 
after the spring game. “He executes the option with great quickness and speed, Monte Christo 
getting to the corners. So I thought it was important for him to work hard on 
his passing this spring. 

“We did work hard on that. We would like for him to increase his passing percentage. This past 
season, I thought he played tremendously well, but that was one area we felt, and we made sure that 
he understood, that we would like to see him improve on. And if you add it up, he had a good 
spring.” 

Crouch was hampered in the spring by a green pullover jersey, identifying him as off-limits to 
tacklers. It kept him from being injured, but “all in all, that makes it very difficult for a player, and 
really for a unit, to execute an offense,” said Solich. “It really cuts down the number of options you 
run.” 

Crouch tried to ignore the green jersey, which he considered a “smart idea” because the 
Cornhuskers couldn’t afford to have him join Newcombe on the sideline as a spectator. 

But “personally, I’d rather not wear it,” Crouch said. 

He worked hard preparing for the spring and performed well in post-winter conditioning testing, 
running the 40-yard dash in 4.47 seconds, the fastest on the team. 


Returning 
Bobby Newcombe 


Eric Crouch 


To avoid getting He also gained some weight during the winter, good five or 
another quarters 10 pounds,” he said. “But my goal wasn’t really to gain a lot of weight. 
back injured, Eric My goal was just to get stronger and faster. 
Crouch wore a Naturally when you get stronger and faster, 
green jersey in you're putting on a little bit more weight, and 
scrimmages during that’s usually muscle.” 
the spring and the Crouch is more comfortable with a sea- 
Spring Game. son's experience. “I'd have to say that I feel 10 
times better than I did last year,” he said. “I 
learned a lot, so I don’t think there are too many situations that I could be 
put in this year that are going to make me feel uncomfortable | feel more 
relaxed and confident.” 
He expects to be even more confident in directing the offense by the time 
begin in the fall. He plans to remain in Lincoln, working 
with the Pacific Pals program as he did last summer if he can fit it into his 
jass schedule and spending time with the other offensive play 
“It's going to be the first game at Iowa before we know it, so I want to 
work and do everything I possibly can to make this team better,” he said. “I 
think the biggest thing for me i taking the things from the spring that I'v j Bobby Newcombe 
learned that are new, taking them and kind of building them in the summer. Wan aniintarssted 
Crouch made some freshman mistak eason, among them cutting off his hip pads. That observer on the 
contributed to his suffering the hip-pointer in the Oklahoma State game. “I’m not going to cut my sideline during the 
hip pads off,” he said with a smile. “There were a lot of things I learned last year, and that’s one of Spring Game. 
them.” 
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a DACK /POLLBACK 


D eAngelo Evans returned to practice on the third Friday of the spring. 
He felt “out of syne” he told a handful of reporters. 

His voice was barely audible. Even though he hadn’t participated in contact work, and wouldn’t 

the remainder of the spring, “I thought it would be important to get out there,” he said. 

Earlier, Coach Frank Solich had said the same thing. “I scrtors 

think it’s real important, not only for the fact that, timing, 
wise, it was good to have him running with the 1s but (also) 
for himself, feeling good about where he’s at and confident 
coming out in the spring that he is healthy and ready to go.” 

Evans hadn’t been healthy and ready to go, relatively 

speaking, since the Holiday Bowl game, for which he 
returned after a frustrating season in which he played in only 
three games. 

He carried just four times against Arizona, then underwent 

arthroscopic surgery to repair torn cartilage in his left knee. 
“The knee feels fine,” he said. “I’m just 

OUTLOOK trying to take it a day at a time.” 
If Evans has learned anything since 

LBACK arriving in 1996, it’s that. He missed the 

Returning 1997 season because of a pelvic injury 
PCAC UE that required two surgeries, and he was 

Cea hampered by injuries last season, begin- 
GILG ring with a left knee strain for which he 
FULLBACK underwent arthroscopic surgery the 

Returning week before the opener. 

Willie Miller He was sidelined for three games, 

Ben Kingston then returned to rush for 146 yards and 

Los three touchdowns against Washington, 

only to be slowed by a toe injury and 
then a severely bruised tailbone. 

The tailbone bruise and the sore left 
knee, which continued to bother him throughout the season, sent him back to the sideline Correll Buckhalter was 
after only two more games, in which he played sparingly. Nebraska’s onl; 

“Last year was weird . . . the last two years, really,” said Evans. “I really don’t want to healthy I-back for much 
keep bringing it up all the time. Some things you just can’t control. There’s no magic Of the 1998 season and 
secret” rushed for 799 yards. 

The experiences of the past two seasons have made Evans philosophical. 

“You're not going to change anything,” he said. “You just try to go step-by-step.” 

Solich is hoping Evans will be able to step back into the lineup and per- 
form as he did his freshman season, when he 
rushed for 776 yards and 14 touchdowns as__ Fullback heir 
Ahman Green's backup. The touchdowns were apparent Willie 
the most-ever by a Cornhusker freshman and the Miller missed most 
yardage was the third-most. of the spring while 

Despite the pain of the pelvic problem that recovering from 
later was corrected by the surgeries, Evans surgery. 
rushed for 130 yards and three touchdowns on 32 
carries in the Big 12 championship game loss 
against Texas. Any questions about his courage and determination should 
have been dispelled that afternoon. 

Nevertheless, such questions were posed last season, creating a situation 
that perplexed and frustrated him. He began declining reporters’ interview 
requests, as if silence would solve the problem. 

“Maybe I reacted a little child- 
Nebraska Coach Frank Solich ish last fall,” he told the Lincoln 
has his eyes on DeAngelo Evans, Journal Star. 


Joel Makovicka 
Billy Legate 


hoping the I-back can regain the I-back is a high-profile position 
form that produced 776 rushing at Nebraska, and those who play it 
yards as a true freshman in have difficulty hiding in silence, par- 
1996, ticularly those with Evans’ potential. 
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At his best, based on his performance 
as a freshman at least, he appears to 
have the ability of the top running 
backs in Cornhusker history. 

That's why Solich wasn’t lamenting 
Evans’ brief appearance at the end of 
spring practice. 

“T really didn’t have to see a lot 
because I know he’s a great back,” said 
Solich. “And he'll be a great back 
again. He just needs a couple of 
breaks, and certainly one would be to 
stay healthy, In staying healthy, you 
also need to go full-go and not try to 
protect yourself. DeAngelo is that type 
of player.” 

Evans is determined to again be the 
great back to which Solich referred. 

“If fall camp gets here, and I’m not 
ready... .,” he said, pausing. 

“in the fall, I'll be ready. If I'm not 
ready, then . .. what I'm saying is, I'll 
be ready.” 

He was more definitive in his inter- 
view with the Journal Star, vowing to 
be in “Jerry Rice shape” by the start of 
two-a-day practices in August. “I'm 
going to train like I’ve never trained 
before,” he said. 

“I'm going to go that extra mile 
because I want to play that much bet- 
ter.” 

Rice, the future NFL Hall of Fame 
wide receiver, has a reputation for 
being well-conditioned. 

Conditioning will be important for 
everyone, not just for Evans and the 
others who missed all or most of 
spring practice because of injuries, 
including Dan Alexander, another I- 
back. 

“There will be 29 practices before 
that first game,” said Solich. “You 
know, that sounds like maybe a lot, 
but in two-a-days, which is what a 
share of those will be, it'll be hot. It'll 
be tough. 

“They'll need to come back in great 
shape so that they can get through 
practices at a very good pace in order 
to get in playing shape. Generally, it 
doesn’t help when you sit out the 
whole spring.” 

Nebraska would be solid and three- 
deep at I-back with a healthy Evans 
and juniors Correll Buckhalter and 
Alexander, who wa: lelined in the 
spring following knee surgery. 

Buckhalter, the team’s rushing 
leader last season with 799 yards and 
eight touchdowns, “had a good 
spring,” Solich said after the spring 
game. “But also we have some guys 
who were not involved in this spring 
who are really explosive runners and 
very big-play makers.” 

Evans was among those guys. His 
return will be welcomed. 
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he collision was among the most violent of the spring. It involved tight end Tracey Wistrom and 
cornerback Ralph Brown during a scrimmage. Wistrom had just caught a pass. 

“To be honest, I thought I was going to get tackled,” said Wistrom, who was near the sideline. “I kind 
of stuttered for a second. I saw nobody was around me, so | just started running.” 

He was aware of Brown closing in. “I was getting ready to be tackled,” he said. “So I figured instead of 
going out of bounds, I'd just try to hit Ralph. I think on that one, I came out on top.” 
Even though witnesses agreed, Wistrom didn’t belabor the point. 

“I just got up and went back to the huddle,” he said. “I didn’t say much because usually what goes 
around comes around. Those defensive backs get some cheapshots on you sometimes when you're run- 
ning those crossing routes. So I just kind of went on my way. Ralph’s a great player. He gave me my 
credit. 

“But he also let me know he’s going to get his turn, too.” 

Wistrom isn’t able to hide from defensive backs. He stands 6-foot-4. And if a cornerback has to 
take on a tight end, he would appear to be about as good as any because of his weight. The sopho- 
more from Webb City, Mo., is no hulking tight end. He was listed at 215 pounds during the spring. 

Like many of his teammates, he gained weight, “six or seven pounds,” during winter condition- 
ing, but he lost some of that once spring practice began. “Hopefully it was just fat,” he said. 

“It’s hard to retain it all through spring ball. Winter conditioning is a great time to gain weight. | 
was on the circuit, which is something that helped me build a good foundation for the summer.” 

He is staying in Lincoln this summer to work on getting bigger and stronger. OUTLOOK 

Wistrom and senior T.J. DeBates emerged from spring practice as the top 


tight ends, with Wistrom replacing Sheldon Jackson, an Associated Press first- 
T.J DeBates team All-Big 12 honoree. Returning 
has earned Because of his lanky frame, Wistrom might look as if he’s playing out of position. T.J. DeBates 
three letters = “Tracey really looks more like a wide receiver,” Coach Frank Solich said prior to last RUE @uieeuy 
asabackup — season. “But he has tremendous pop, excellent athletic ability. And we think he'll [MRA MIEARE TET 
tight end. eventually develop into a fine blocker.” Jake Mckee 


Solich was neither the first nor the last to point out the physical resemblance to a Sheldoniackeon' 


wide receiver. “A lot of people think that,” said Wistrom. “I'm sure that crossed 
Coach (Ron) Brown’s mind maybe once or twice . . . until he saw me run the 40, 
which probably threw that out the window.” 

Wistrom doesn’t have the speed to play wide receiver. But he does have the tenacity to play tight end, 
as the collision with Brown illustrated. And he’s continuing to develop as a blocker. 

In fact, he doesn’t see his lack of weight as a serious detriment. “It’s something I’ve become more com- 
fortable with,” he said. “A lot of people think to block around here, to play tight end at Nebraska, you've 
got to weigh at least 250 or 260 pounds. I try to make that a false assumption. 

“T think if you're a good technician, you come out and get off the ball hard, you stay low and you're 
stepping with your right foot, that sort of thing, you can be a 220-pound guy and block. 

“A guy who weighs 250 pounds might be able to afford not to step with the right foot every time. But 
at my weight, that’s something I have to be real strict on or I'll get blown off the ball.” 

Wistrom has to finesse defenders rather than overpower them, as some Cornhusker tight ends have 
done. “You don’t necessarily have to change the line of scrimmage every time,” he said, 

“It's a bonus if you do, But if you can just contain your guy, hook him so the running back can get out- 
side, I think you're going to be able to be a good blocker at Nebraska.” 

However it is to be accomplished, the perimeter blocking needs to improve if the Cornhuskers are to 
have the kind of running attack to which they have become accustomed, Solich has said. 

Nebraska might have more than enough quality tight ends based on what happened in the spring. 
After the Red-White game, Solich said that although he wouldn't identify individual players, “I'll talk in 
general terms. A lot of our young tight ends, I thought, were really impressive. 

“| think we're going to have a group of tight ends, many of them younger : y 
guys, who can come off the ball and block very well and yet have the ability tobe Tracey Wistrom’s 
very good pass receivers. So I think that spot is going to be very promising for us. Playing time 
That was pleasing to see those guys respond the way they did. And they'll just Mmereased sign 

FPIGaSIng forsee Wiebe BUYS FESP: ites yey cantly last season 
keep getting better because many of those guys are young.” 


§ : ec © after DeBates was 
Wistrom is among the youngsters, and he’s still growing. “I know the weight’s hampered by a 


eventually going to come,” he said. “It’s just a matter of time, whenever nature knee injury that 
takes its course. caused him to 
“Hopefully, it’s sooner rather than later.” miss two games. 
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While yau're in town, try to catch the Huskers in action, We have 24 different sports to offer. 

| For ticket information call 472-3111. 


©1999 Huskers Althentic © 625 Stadium Drive * Store Hours: Monday-Friday 10-7, Saturday 10-5 » Parking Available on Non-Game Saturdays } 
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Junior split end 
Matt Davison 
was the leading 
receiver with 32 
catches for 394 
yards. 


Nebraska coach- 
es received a 
bonus when 
wingback Shevin 
Wiggins was 
granted another 
year of eligibility. 
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ean Applegate was interested in Nebraska football before he met Zeke Cisco. He grew up in 
Lincoln, afterall, and like so many young boys, imagined himself playing for the 
Cornhuskers. 

If not for Cisco, however, Applegate might not have walked on. 

“Pretty much he was a big, motivator,” said Applegate. “It was probably my dream before I met 
Zeke. But seeing him and maybe a couple of the other players was kind of important I think.” 

Cisco, a walkon from Monroe, Mich., earned three letters as a defensive back and special teams 
player from 1991 to 1993. He also was a volunteer in the Husker Teammates 
program, sponsored by former Cornhusker Coach Tom Osborne and wife OUTLOOK 
Nancy, and served as Applegate’s mentor. 


Later, after Applegate decided to walk on at Nebraska, Cisco encouraged Saray 
him, telling him “don’t hold back. If you make a mistake, make it going all Matt Davisch 
out,” Applegate said. “Don’t give a half-effort.” Craig Fischer 

The senior wingback heeded Cisco's advice and quickly earned a reputa- [A LCERUEMEEE! 
tion for his tenacity, said receivers coach Ron Brown. “You won't find any- Lost 
body more heated up than Sean. Kenny Cheatham 


Billy Haafke 


“He's very feisty, a tough kid. I like his competitive drive.” 

Despite being only 5-foot-9 and 185 pounds, Applegate is an aggressive Jam 
blocker. He's not one to back down. He made a crack-back block on 6-6, 280- Returning 
pound defensive tackle Jeremy Slechta during a scrimmage that was one of #MBUEMNIEEAS 
the “big hits” of the spring, according to Brown. Frankie London 

“i's all about leverage. You can be 180 and take out a guy who's 300 if you [Eyeaiwaeead 

me aaa ek i ‘a sf ean Applegate 
hit him right,” said Applegate, who weighed “probably 160” when he was a Lent 
freshman, “I was tiny. lange Brewer 
“But I hit the weight room pretty hard the first year or two here, gained 
some weight and really kind of reached a plateau, stayed where I am right 
now. This is a good weight for me.” 

Because of his size, Applegate switched from quarterback to wide receiver at Lincoln High, figur- 
ing that would be a position he could play in college. Lincoln High’s offense was run-oriented, how- 
ever, so playing wide receiver “wasn’t the best way to showcase my abilities,” he said. 

“Actually, I think I'm a better pass receiver than I ama blocker. But they use me as a blocker. Last 
year I got to play behind Lance (Brown) and Shevin (Wiggins) . . . on blocking down: 

Applegate has only one pass reception in his three seasons. The reception, against Akron in 1997, 
went for a 9-yard gain. “I got stopped on like the 2-yard line,” he said. “I was happy and mad at the 
same time. I was so close and I got stuffed. But that’s probably the play I appreciate the most.” 

He paused and added with a smile: “I do kind of like getting the opportunity to whack some line- 
backers around when I get the chance, too. Those are some other memorable moments.” 

Major college recruiters weren't exactly beating a path to his door out of high school. He sent a 
videotape to Nebraska and a couple of days later, Osborne called. 

“It really wasn’t much of a recruiting process when it came to me,” said Applegate. 

“Do you want to walk on?” Osborne wanted to know. 

“Sure,” Applegate replied. “Sounds good to me.” 

He was among some three dozen walkons in 1995, as he remembers it. “You're like, ‘Wow, I'ma 


Nebraska football player,’ and you bust 
your butt pretty hard for a while,” he 
said. “The first couple of years went 
pretty fast, then the next one seemed to 
drag, But overall it’s been pretty decent. 

“T knew if I put my heart into what I 
went after, I wouldn’t be denied, in my 
eyes anyway. I don’t know. I’m sur- 
prised at how many people quit. But it’s 
easy to get discouraged. Definitely. 

“| think all scholarship guys proba- 
bly should make it. But if there’s a 
walkon who makes it through five 
years of this place, he should get the 
Congressional Medal of Honor in my 
eyes.” 

Applegate hasn’t gotten any medals, 
nor will he. But he had his picture taken 
with President Clinton at the White 
House after the 1997 season, and he has 
two national championship rings. He 
also got to play for Osborne, which is 
“something I'll take with me. He's quite 
the man.” 

The anonymity of being a walkon 
and a backup doesn’t bother Applegate. 

“Actually, I like it,” he said. “If you 
go hang out with a bunch of people, the 
first thing everybody whispers is: ‘He's 
a football player.’ But in that respect it's 
kind of nice because it doesn’t happen a 
whole bunch to me. I'd much rather be 
known as a good person than as a foot- 
ball player. 

“I'd like that reputation to precede 
me more than anything else.” 

He has earned such a reputation 
already, Brown said. “The other players 
really like Sean, He spends a lot of time 
with the younger guys. He’s been very 
encouraging to them. 

Applegate has succeeded in the 
classroom as well as on the field. He 
was a first-team Academic All-Big 12 
honoree, with a 3.317 cumulative grade- 
point average in a pre-education major. 

His career goal is to be a vocational 
teacher and eventually a coach. “Sean 
has come a long way,” said Brown. 
“He's battled through a lot of things off 
the field as well.” 

Cisco told him it wouldn’t be easy 
and it hasn’t been. There have been 
times when Applegate thought things 
wouldn't work out. “Probably every 
day for the last three years,” he said. 

Exactly why he has kept going when 
others have given up “I don’t know,” 
he said. “I guess just the fact that I start- 
ed something, and once you start some- 
thing, you need to finish it.” I 


Senior wingback Sean 
Applegate has earned a repu- 
tation for his tenacity. 
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ominic Raiola, Nebraska’s sophomore center, wrote “stay low” and “hands” on the tape 
wrapped around his wrists during practice in the spring, just as a reminder. 
Former Cornhusker Aaron Graham suggested it. And “it helped,” said Raiola. 
Graham, one of eight centers who have earned All-America hon- 
ors at Nebraska over the past 25 seasons, spent time in Lincoln dur- 
ing the off-season working out. 

He is a three-year veteran of the NFL’s 
LEFT FACHLE Arizona Cardinals. He also isa role model for 
Returning Raiola, who has settled in at center after play- 

IAdERTUICH ing offensive guard as a redshirted freshman. 
Dave Volk Raiola started the final two games, 
including the Holiday Bowl, at left guard, 
Pe becoming the first freshman to start in the 


Returning ans Beri eia «sea Rob Zatechk 
Raver Sherman Cornhusker offensive line since Rob Zatechka 
did it in 1991. 


Jon Rutherford i 
Lost Raiola, who regularly took snaps at cen- 


Brandt Wade ter in practice last season and was the No. 1 
A deep-snapper for punts, field goals and extra- 
Returning point kicks, is now a center full-time, succeed- 


Sees ing Josh Heskew. 


Mate Belewtn He studied videotape of Graham, “as 
Lost much as I could,” to help him make the switch. 
Josh Heskew Even better, “in the off-season, we did a 
lot of drills with him,” Raiola said. 
sy py He also got tips from Graham, who 
REE “helped me with my steps and my hands, stay- 
Lost ing low,” said Raiola. “One day he told me to write on the tape ‘stay low’ Senior tackle Adam 
Ben Gessford and ‘hands’ so that I remembered to do it. With guys like that helping us tales (with offen 
out... that’s super. | mean, who could ask for more than that? sive line coach Milt 
Soop rien “| don’t think you could go anywhere else and probably find the  Tenopir) was like 
same thing.” another coach 


Jason Schwab 
Lost 


That might be a stretch. But Nebraska’s tradition of outstanding cen- When an injury 
forced him to sit out 


most of the spring. 


Jeff Clausen ters, and offensive linemen in general, certainly provides a good context to 

switch from one interior position to another, 

In addition to Graham (1995), Rik Bonness (1974-75), Tom Davis (1977), Dave Rimington 
(1981-82), Mark Traynowicz (1984), Bill Lewis (1985), Jake Young (1988-89) 
and Aaron Taylor (1996) have earned All- 
America recognition of some sort during the last 
quarter-century. 

Rimington and Taylor also won three 
Outland Trophies between them, though Taylor 
played guard as a senior in 1997, the year he 
earned the award as the nation’s best collegiate 


Senior tackle Jason 
Schwab, an honor- 
able mention All-Big 
12 selection, was 
the only Nebraska 
offensive lineman 


lineman. to start every 
In any case, if Raiola develops as expected, game. 


he'll follow in a tradition of which he is well 
aware. 

But “it’s not automatic that you're going to be a great center here,” he 
said. “I think all those guys putting in the hard work is what did it, And 
that’s what I’m trying to do. I’m not just going to take for granted that 
Nebraska has great centers. I think that would be silly, because nothing is 
automatic here.” 

Fans might have assumed seasons of 11 or more victories and serious 
runs at national championships were 
automatic after Nebraska’s remark- 


Sophomore center Dominic able success from 1993 to 1997. But 
Raiola is well aware of the tradi- the error of such thinking became 
tion surrounding Nebraska’s painfully apparent last season, when 
offensive line, but he realizes the Cornhuskers finished 9-4. 

that nothing can be taken for The line took considerable criti- 


granted. cism for Nebraska's offensive woes. 
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Raiola has committed himself to 
regaining the respect enjoyed by pre- 
vious Nebraska offensive lines. And 
UNIQUE HARDWOOD COLLECTIBLES | ff) ie sss Sinton commitmen: irom 
those around him during spring prac- 

tice. 

The offensive line has developed an 
attitude, and “Dominic is kind of the 
ringleader of everything,” said tight 
end Tracey Wistrom. “Those guys are 
kind of falling in line with him, kind 
of doing the same thing. They're going 
to have a nastiness to them and be 
pretty dominant this year, I think.” 

Raiola admits to being an emotional 
player. He was fourth among the line- 
men in pancake blocks with 76, and he 
was credited with six tackles, includ- 
ing two in the Holiday Bow! game, on 
This officially licensed product is manufactured from the punt coverage team. “I think it’s 
recycled bowling pins. This process makes each one really needed in my game,” he said of 
unique. It is available with the “Husker’s/Helmet” or the hisiemational intensify: 


” ;, : He's also hypercritical of himself, a 
“N” emblem laser etched into a hardwood scale football perfectionist ss has difficul 


that stands eight inches tall. The base is also etched with aside what he considers to be sub-par 
“Go Big Red” and the name of the Cornhusker State. performances. “There's always room 
for improvement,” he said. “That's 
understood. I don’t care what it is. My 
us a ere eo tnn Wooden Wonders dad put that on me, never be satisfied 
a peas 15,00 Shipping P.O. Box 913 with what I do, to always get better. 

HORSAS DEUVETY Holdrege, NE 68949 “That's just the way I play. | 
couldn't see it any other way. [have a 
lot of energy on the field.” 

Whether that rubs off on his line- 
mates is uncertain, But he did see a 
fire in the spring, “especially when we 
go one-on-one pass rush with the 
defense,” he said before the spring 
game. “I’ve seen a big difference. 
We're a lot more aggressive. A lot of 
people are taking it upon themselves. 

“If they mess up, they’re taking it 
pretty seriously. It needs to be that 
way. Last year it was like: ‘Well, OK, 
we'll get ‘em next time.’ The intensity 
level needs to be up, and we'll get 
things done.” 

The offensive line also forged a 
unique bond during winter condition- 
ing and spring practice. 

“T think that’s where it all starts, the 
unity,” said Raiola. “Because if you 
can’t trust a guy, how are you going to 
play next to him? You want to be able 
to trust each other.” 

Senior tackle Adam Julch missed all 
of spring practice except the final non- 
contact workout before the Red-White 
game. But he made certain he was 
involved by helping the young line- 
men. 

There were typically three stations 
during practice. Milt Tenopir and Dan 


$29.00 ea, + $6.00 Shipping Send check or money order to: 


To subscribe, call (800) 524-9527 


1-year subscription (18 issues) — $44.95 Young, the offensive line coaches, han- 
(weekly during football season) dled two of the stations, and Julch 
often worked with the third. 
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As Graham was for him. i 
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uring a drill in spring practice, defensive coordinator Charlie McBride wanted a replacement 
for Steve Warren at defensive tackle. “Hey, skinny guy, you go in for Steve,” he yelled. 
The “skinny guy” to whom he referred was Jeremy Slechta, who weighs 280 pounds 
“I don’t know,” Slechta said later. “I weigh 280, but I look 250.” 

Maybe that's because the sophomore from LaVista, Neb., stands 6-foot-6. But whatever the 

reason, Slechta takes good-natured ribbing about his weight from his Nebraska teammates. 

His nickname is “pence,” an abbreviation for pencil. “They'll just never let me live it 
down, I guess,” said Slechta. “I could come in next year weighing 320 and they would still 
say I’m skinny.” 

Granted, he weighed “about 250” when he arrived at Nebraska last fall. He worked hard 
in the weight room, however, and by the end of winter conditioning, he weighed a solid 280 
pounds. 

He dropped “about five pounds” during spring practice because he “wasn’t able to hit the 
weight room as hard,” but by the start of fall camp he will have gained that weight back, and 
then some. 

Slechta has a body frame that will fill out. That was evident when he was recruited out of 
Papillion-LaVista High School, where he played rush end on defense and tackle on offense. 
Though his size seemed suited to rush end, the Cornhuskers were interested in him as a tack- 
le, on defense or offense. 

When former coach Tom Osborne 


offered me a scholarship, he said they looked at me and if I 


Jeremy Slechta (56, left) expected to redshirt, but an 
injury to Jason Wiltz changed those plans. Slechta 
played in eight games as a true freshman. The most 
experienced member of the interior line is Steve 
Warren (above), a three-year letterman, who started 
six games as a junior. 


wanted to I could probably play either side of the ball,” Slechta said. “Right away I said defense.” 

And right away he became a defensive tackle, with plans of redshirting. 

Slechta was among three freshman scholarship defensive tackles last season. The others were 
Jason Lohr from Tulsa, Okla., and Jon Clanton from Glendale, Ariz. All three were to get a good look 
during two-a-day practices, with the prospect of providing depth at a thin position. 

Originally, the plan was that one would play and two would redshirt. And it quickly became 
apparent that the 6-foot-2, 275-pound Lohr would be the one to play because “Jason had so much 
size and strength over me and Clanton when we first started,” Slechta said. “That gave him an 
advantage.” 

Slechta preferred to redshirt, anyway. And he figured that’s what he would do. 

The coaches “told me it could go either way,” he said. “I wanted to redshirt because I thought it 
would benefit me the most. But whatever was best for the team. I said I would do whatever.” 

It appeared he would redshirt, even though he suited up for the season-opener against Louisiana 
Tech. The coaches “weren't going to play me,” said Slechta. And they didn’t. 

The next week during practice, however, senior defensive tackle Jason Wiltz suffered an ankle 
injury, and “I had to play,” Slechta said. “It was kind of something that had to be done. 

“I was the next in line, I guess. If he hadn‘t gone down, I'd have another year to play.” 

He was told he would play in the second game against Alabama-Birmingham, which he did in 
the first half, “I remember I was standing there next to Lohr and everyone was sitting on the bench 
like they always do when the defense comes out,” he said. “They were going over stuff.” 

He and Lohr, who had played against Louisiana Tech, “were just listening in on everything and 
then Coach (McBride) goes: “You two are up.’ That’s when it really hit me: ‘Here it comes.’ “ 

Slechta played in eight more games including the Holiday Bowl and finished the regular season 
with nine tackles, including three unassisted and three for losses totaling 11 yards. 

Often he and Lohr were in games at the same time, with Lohr at nosetackle. As for most true 
freshmen, “how fast things happen,” was the most difficult aspect of the transition from high school. 

“In high school, it seemed like you had more time to react. Now things just happen so quickly. 
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so many times, get so many reps at 

Nebraska Hauler everything because it’s got to be sec- 
ond-nature. If you have to think about 

something, it’s not going to work.” 

Slechta also had to learn to use his 
hands differently than he did as a rush 
end. “We did it a lot in high school, so 
it wasn’t a big deal,” he said. 

“My rush end coach stressed that a 
lot, to get your hands on them and 
squeeze down. But he was pretty 
much happy if I got my hands on the 
guy. 

“With Coach McBride, you've got 
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N ebraska defensive coordinator Charlie McBride was talking with reporters in the hallway leading 
to the locker room beneath Memorial Stadium’s south stands following a scrimmage in the spring. 
The subject was Kyle Vanden Bosch, who happened to walk by. 

“He's doing good things, but he can really be a lot better,” McBride was saying. 

‘As Vanden Bosch passed, McBride looked up. 

“He needs some plastic surgery on his face, though.” 

The words were loud enough that Vanden Bosch could have heard them. But the junior rush end 
continued on his way, seemingly oblivious to McBride’s tongue-in-cheek insult. 

McBride’s words were evidence of his respect for Vanden Bosch, who could be the Cornhuskers’ 
next great rush end, following in a tradition that includes recent All-Americans 
OUTLOOK Grant Wistrom and Jared Tomich, to whom McBride compared him. “He’s a lot 
like Tomich,” said McBride. 

Returning “He might even have a little better speed. I don’t know. They're both pretty 
Aaron Wills good. They’re both tough guys. Kyle is probably maybe even a little taller. But 

Lost they've both got the same attitude. 

Chad Kelsay “They don’t play real happy, you know what I’m saying? They play with 
the attitude you've got to play this game with. If you want, just say he plays with 


Aaron Wills 
was a valu- 


Returning an attitude, consistently,” able backup in 
Kyle Vanden Bosch McBride added with a laugh: “A bad attitude.” 1998, playing 
Lost The 6-foot-4, 270-pound Vanden Bosch is bigger than most of those who jn 11 games. 


Mike Rucker have preceded him at rush end, which is a reflection of Nebraska’s defensive phi- 
Travis Toline losophy and recruiting emphasis. 
“A lot of teams look at those guys and they (rush ends) may be a little small for 
what they (other teams) want,” McBride said. “Maybe they’re looking for bigger guys. I don’t know. 

“The normal 4-3 defense will line up tighter on the ends. We line up a little wider.” 

The Cornhuskers have been willing to sacrifice size for speed at rush end. Redshirted freshman Demoine 
Adams and sophomore J.P. Wichmann are good examples, according to McBride. 

“They're probably standing out there at about 4.6 (in the 40), both of them,” he said. “For defensive ends, 
4.6 is... well, the last guy we had here maybe that fast was Jimmy Skow, who played a long time ago for 
me. Jimmy was about a 4.6 guy, and he played eight or 10 years in the NFL.” 

Skow, who earned All-America honors in 1985, was a tackle in a 5-2 base defense. 

Adams and Wichmann, as well as redshirted freshmen Chris Kelsay and Justin Smith, are among those 
who competing for playing time as backups to Vanden Bosch and senior Aaron Wills. 

All were highly regarded scholarship recruits. “Our defensive end position has always been kind of 
high-profile,” said McBride. “I think that has something to do with a lot of the kids being interested because 
they know it’s a position where they can make a name for themselves.” 

Vanden Bosch’s interest also was based on Nebraska’s strength and conditioning program. He was cho- 
sen the team’s “Lifter of the Year” in the spring, after being a finalist for the award the previous year. Part of 
it was the weight room, and “part of it was the strength program in general,” he said. 

“You look at the players who come in here and when they leave. Nebraska is known for developing 
players to their full potential . . . I mean, just really bringing it out in players.” 

Vanden Bosch, who played as a true freshman on the 1997 national championship team, succeeds Mike 
Rucker on the right side, after backing up Chad Kelsay on the left, where Wills moves in. 

Vanden Bosch was credited with 28 tackles, the most by any non-starter, including four for losses total- 
ing 36 yards and two sacks. He had three quarterback hurries and forced two fumbles. 

“When we saw ‘Ruck’ and Chad leave, we knew we'd have to step in and fill some big shoes,” he said 
during the spring. “So we put in the work during the off-season. We're just trying to establish our spots and 
let people know that rush end is still solid, that we'll be ready to make the plays. 

“People can have confidence in me and Aaron. We're going to be there giving it our all.” 

Having a rush end Vanden Bosch’s size also is a big asset. 

When he was a freshman, McBride regularly threatened to move him to defensive tackle because of his 
size, The threat, like the insult about plastic surgery, was good-natured, though Vanden Bosch wasn’t 

always sure whether McBride was serious about such a position 


Kyle Vanden Bosch (left), switch. 

putting the heat on Eric Crouch McBride was asked if he still made the threat. 

in the Spring Game, will suc- “I might do that, come to think of it,” he replied. “That's a 
ceed Mike Rucker as the starter — good idea. !’ll just tell him all the writers thought if we’d move him 
at right rush end, to tackle, he'd be a better lineman.” ll 
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tattoo on Carlos Polk's left shoulder includes the words “Feeling Lucky” and a red number 13 in the 
middle. Polk wears the same number on his Nebraska football jersey. 

Middle linebackers don’t often wear number 13 jerseys. In fact, many players, regardless of position, are 
superstitious enough to avoid a number 13 jersey. But Polk requested it. 

“He says there is no bad luck,” said equipment manager Glen Abbott. 

Polk qualified that. “I feel it’s going to be bad luck for the person looking at 
it instead of the person wearing it,” he said. “I don’t know. It might be unlucky 
for the offense,” 

Polk got the number 13 tattoo while attending Guilford High School in 
Rockford, Ill., where he was a USA Today All-American and one of the leading, 
tacklers in Illinois prep history 

He was involved in 453 career tackles, including 30 for losses of 150 yards 
and 13 quarterback sacks, He also recovered 10 fumbles, intercepted five pass- 
es and blocked seven kicks. 

He covered the field from sideline to sideline, But he didn’t wear a number 
13 jersey, mostly because the coaches wouldnt let him. “Our quarterback wore 
13,” said Polk, 

“The jersey was too small for me, anyway.” 

As a result, he wore a number 44 jersey. When he 
OUTLOOK arrived at Nebraska, however, senior middle linebacker 
Jon Hesse wore 44, and after Hesse completed his eligi- 
bility, Jay Foreman requested it. So Polk couldn't have 
Tony Ontie had his high school number, even if he had wanted it, 
Bian Shaw Which he didn’t. 

Lost “L was like: ‘I'm going to get my lucky 13,’ “he said. 

Polk, a junior, will be among three new starters on 
the defense, succeeding, Foreman after two seasons as a 
backup and special teams player. Last season he also 


Returning 


Quint Hogrefe 


Returning 5 yi 
GaicePon was the stand-up linebacker on the line of scrimmage in 
PME the “bubble” defense. “That's where I feel best, up on 
Jamie Burrow the line,” he said. 
Lost “You don’t have to worry about pass drop so much. I 
Jay Foreman mean, I like to be a run-stopper. That’s my attitude. I’ve 
always been the one who likes to be the aggressor. I've 
Returning never liked to sit back.” As a junior, Eric Johnson started 


Eric Johnson Cornhusker fans already are familiar with Polk, and every game at weakside line- 
Julius Jackson not just because of his number 13 jersey. He has been a backer. He was Nebraska’s fourth 
Josh Kohl high-visibility wedge-breaker on the kickoff team, play- leading tackler with 70 and 
Mark Vedral ing with the enthusiasm and recklessness of the best in added six sacks. 
recent memory, among them Doug Welniak, Lance Gray 
and Billy Legate. 
The 6-foot-3, 250-pound Polk lumbers (though that might suggest he’s slow, which he is not) down the 
field in search of the ball carrier, shedding would-be blockers with his long arms. When he reaches the ball 
carrier, more often than not, the collision seems exceptionally violent. 
“Somehow, it seems like when I do make a tackle, it’s one of the big tackles,” he said. 
“It just happens. You don’t really think about it. You see it (on videotape) the next day and you're like: 
‘Ooh, that was a big hit.’ You almost don’t know it until after the fact. I love kickoffs. You have no assign- 
ment, (except) just go down there and knock somebody’s head off.” 
Middle linebacker is more restrictive, of course. But the most important quality for playing the position 
is having fun, according to Polk. “That's pretty much it,” he said. “You've got to be kind of crazy to play in 
the middle. We don’t get to do anything but just chase the ball around. 


Middle linebacker “That's one great thing here; vou have those big defensive linemen like 
Carlos Polk played in Steve Warren and Loran Kaiser keeping guys off you so you can make the 
every game as a sopho- _ plays. They're kind of like the silent heroes.” 

more and is ready to Polk could not be described as silent. Quite the contrary. 

take over the starting “I talk,” he said. “That makes the game fun. I talk to the quarterback. I 
spot occupied by Jay talk to the running back. ‘Here we come.’ I try to knock them off their game 
Foreman last year. and hopefully hype up the defense a little. 
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Brian Shaw (left) and Tony Ortiz 
have split time at the strongside 
linebacker position for the last 
two seasons. They are expected 
to again share the starting spot 
as seniors. Ortiz had 46 tackles 
last season, and Shaw added 
39, 


“It helps everybody relax and just 
have fun. I had a couple of guys at 
Texas A&M who got a little mad and 
tried to do a couple of cheapshots at 
me. But that’s part of the game.” 

He readily admits to being among 
the Cornhuskers’ most prolific trash 
talkers. “I’m kind of loud when I 
talk,” he said. “I’ve got to have fun or 
there’s no use going out there. But 
there are some guys on offense who 
talk, too, Don’t let them fool you. They 
talk a lot over on that side of the ball.” 

A tattoo on Polk’s right shoulder 
says “Polkdaddy” and a barbed wire 
tattoo surrounds his arm. As with the 
“Feeling Lucky” number 13 tattoo, 
Polk got the “Polkdaddy” tattoo while 
he was in high school. He added the 
barbed wire after he arrived at 
Nebraska as a freshman, 

“It was kind of painful,” he said 
with a laugh, “I was like: ‘I don’t 
remember this kind of pain,’ “ 

It’s nothing compared to the pain 
ball carriers unlucky enough to 
encounter him must endure, however. 
His aggressive play belies his person- 
ality, He has a ready smile and laughs 
constantly. 

He might best be described as up- 
beat. “That's what people tell me; I 
don’t know,” Polk said. “Attitudes 
change when you strap the helmets 
on. But off the field, you know, I’m a 
nice guy.” i 
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ornerback, “nickel” back, punt coverage, punt return 
Keyuo Craver might grow weary just recounting, the list of his 
responsibilities on the Nebraska football team, much less fulfilling them. 
And he could do more. “Probably if you had to, you could use him’on the 
offensive side of the ball,” Coach Frank Solich said. “He's got that kind of 
ability.” 

Actually, Craver thought he would be playing offense when he was 
recruited by the Cornhuskers following an extraordinary high school career 
in the small, east Texas community of Harleton. 
OUTLOOK His offensive numbers were incredible. As a senior, 
he rushed for 3,024 yards, averaging 11.2 yards per 


SSG carry, and 50 touchdowns, totals that ranked second 


Returning all-time nationall 
Erwin Swiney 


Keyuo Craver 


He was only slightly less remarkable as a junior, 
rushing for 2,329 yards and 36 touchdowns. 


PEE SARS RY A reasonable assumption was, he would play 
Returning offense at Nebraska, though wingback, probably, 
Clint Finley rather than running back. The Cornhusker coaches had 

Greg McGraw something else in mind for him, however. “I came in a 
Dion Booker scrawny little offensive kid that they inserted on 
ROUERS defense,” Craver said with a laugh. 
Returning Not only was he inserted on defense, he worked his 
Mike Brown way into the regular rotation at cornerback, earning a 
Joe Walker Blackshirt after the Kansas State game. Against the No. 


Troy Watchhorn 1- and No. 2-ranked Wildcats, he was involved in six 
Gregg List tackles and intercepted a Michael Bishop pass, as well 

UU as breaking up two others. 

Wee Weod yard Earning the coveted Blackshirt representative of the 


emma first-team defense required becoming less critical of 
Returning himself. “At first, I always came down on myself real 


Ralph Brown hard,” said Craver. A ; ‘, 
Jeff Hemie hy mall Block Was wiySAL Ralph Brownitelaimies Menee.stnein: had thres:infercertions te 
Josh’Anderson “You can’t come down on yourself so hard. You've just Finle turned f the ii ie 
muy 4 y returned one of the intercep: 
got to go out thee and instead of worrying about that tions 42 yards for a touchdown 
play (mistake), make up for it.’ “ against Colorado. 
With each passing (no pun intended) week, Craver became more com- 
fortable, and confident. By season’s end, he was beginning to fully 
realize the wisdom of Brown’s advice. 

“Won't anybody beat me deep, and if they do, it won’t happen 
again,” Craver said. “It’s all mental; 99 percent of the time it’s a 
mental thing. You wouldn’t be out there if you weren't athletic. 

“It took a long time because, like I said, I always came down on 
myself. | still do now. I’m just a competitor. I hate to lose. I hate to 
see people out-do me. That's one of the main reasons they threw 
me in the fire. They saw I had the heart to go out there and try to 
compete, no matter who it is.” 

Beyond his competitiveness and mindset, however, it was 
Craver’s athleticism that enabled him to play as a true freshman — 
one of only three who did so for the Cornhuskers last season. 

The others were defensive tackles Jason Lohr and Jeremy 
Slechta. 

Craver showed his athleticism on his high school track and field 
team. He was a three-time state champion in the triple jump, set- 

ting a state meet record with a leap 
Cornerback Keyuo of 50 feet, 4 inches as a senior. He 
Craver,.one-of three also finished third in the Class 2A 
true freshmen to play in BoD eters es a senior, finishing in 
1998, is at the top of 22.04 seconds. ‘3 - 
the heap during a The Cornhusker track and field Rover Heit she tesoeaa bi tees 

daaruatiesliensltiet Recall. # 

pregame huddle. coaches “recruited me first,” he said 87 set by Steve Carmer in 1991, 
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Free safety Clint Finley, after missing 
the first three games because of a 
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Senior cornerback Ralph Brown 
has started in all 36 games of 
his three-year career at 
Nebraska. 


They sent a questionnaire, which 
included a section about other sports, 
and shared the results of the question- 
naire with the football coaches, who 
“saw my numbers in football so they 
wanted film,” said Craver. “When 
they saw the film, Coach (Turner) Gill 
wanted to come see me play.” 

When Gill saw him play, “I made a 
believer out of him,” Craver said. 

Craver has continued to triple 
jump at Nebraska. He finished sev- 
enth at the Big 12 Indoor 
Championships. It’s the least he can 
do. If not for the track coaches, the 
football coaches “probably wouldn't 
even have called me,” he said. “But 
the good Lord had a plan. 

“T know if it wasn’t for Him, I 
wouldn’t be out here. I'm just kind of 
blessed. I pray a lot because I feel like 
I'm not doing this by myself. I’ve got 
the Lord behind me. And I give Him 
all the glory.” 

Craver also has praise for his team- 
mates in an experienced secondary 

“I feel that Mike Brown is the 
greatest underrated player in the 
nation. He’s one of the greatest 


www.rickanderson.com 
Virit Anytime! 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 


j 1-800-827-1164 
Kkeiiuwn Vam - Spm Central Time 


Cornerback Erwin Swiney had 


13 pass breakups to tie Barron 
Miles (1994) for second on 
Nebraska’s all-time list. 


safeties in the nation, very underrat- 
ed,” said Craver. “And everybody 
knows Ralph Brown is a great player. 
I’ve just got a lot of respect for them 
because they’re down-to-earth; they 
help you out. 

“Whenever they have a chance to 
help me out, they do.” 

The same is true of Joe Walker and 
Erwin Swiney, he said. 

Craver stayed with Walker, also a 
Texan, in Lincoln last summer. The 
friendship that developed no doubt 
influences his assessment of Walker, 
but “he’s going to be the player of the 
90s,” Craver said. “He's going to be 
the man. I just realized he’s probably 
the greatest athlete on the team.” 


76,000 Husker fans stare 
at our paint every Saturday. 


Well, OK they stare at the scoreboard....but it’s our paint they see. 


; Rye p RUSHING 
Craver also would be in the run- Fe PAINTS PASSING 


ning for that. He and Walker, who tied 
an NCAA record by returning a punt, 
kickoff and interception for touch- 
downs last season, both will be busy 
this fall. 

It can be wearisome. “But you can’t 
think about it like that,” said Craver. 
“Guys are depending on me to go out 
there and contribute. So I'm just going 
to do whatever it takes.” Hl 
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Dan Hadenfeldt 
averaged 48.9 
yards per punt 
in the spring on 
10 punts during 
two major 
scrimmages and 
the Red-White 
game. 
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osh Brown sent the kickoff into the end zone after making a 34-yard field goal early in the sec~ 
ond quarter of the spring game. The ball was fielded by Michael Demps. 
“Who runs it out 10 yards deep in the end zone?” Brown asked, rhetorically. 


The answer was Demps, who was about 7 or 8 yards deep when he began OUTLOOK 
what was officially a 100-yard return for a touchdown. A surprised Brown was 
knocked down by a blocker as he “turned out.” He quickly got to his feet, how- Returning 
ever, and joined in the pursuit of Demps along the east sideline. Dan Hadenfeldt 
He almost caught Demps from behind, “I told him if | had 10 more yards, | 
would have got him,” said Brown, who ran the 40-yard dash in 4.63 seconds pte Brown 
during post-winter conditioning testing. 
Demps was impressed. “He's really fast for a kicker,” he said. Returning 
He's really fast, period. “I ran 4.4s all the time in high school,” said Brown. Dart euntela 
The redshirted freshman from Foyil, Okla., also was a two-time state high Bill Lafleur 
jump champion, with a personal best of 6 feet, 8 inches. And Brian Morro 


he ran the 100 meters in 10.74 seconds. 

He earned four letters in track and field and three in 
basketball. But it was as a football player on an eight-man Returning 
team that attracted the Cornhuskers’ attention. He was a run- Shevin Wiggins 
ning back on offense and a safety on defense. He returned Joe Walker 
punts and kickoffs. And he punted and kicked field goals. Lost 


“I never came off the field in high school,” Brown [MBOSMIDASTSa ET 


said. 

That made his first season at Nebraska difficult. As a 
redshirt, “I wasn’t doing anything,” he said. “I hated it. 1 Returning 
couldn't sleep on Friday nights because of the games, even JauEMUMETTS 


Joe Walker 

Ralph Brown 

Keyuo Craver 
Lost 


though I wasn’t playing.” 

He still won't be as involved as he would like to be 
thi ason, even though he has shed the redshirt. He was 
recruited as a kicker, and kickers often feel as if they're on Kenny Cheatham 
the periphery. 

Brown struggled with that during spring practice. “1 
couldn’t get myself to say, ‘This is your job,’ “ he said. “It 
makes you feel useless, like you're not as much a part of the 
team.” 


Returning 
Eric Crouch 


Returning 
Dominic Raiola 
Tracey Wistrom 
Russ Hochstein 


That might be the perception, but the reality is quite 
different. The kicking game is as important as offense and 
defense. Consider the contributions of Kris Brown and Bill Lafleur, 

Kris Brown broke most of the school place-kicking records and established an 
NCAA record for career extra-point kicks. Lefleur averaged a school-record 44.9 
yards per punt last season, 

Josh Brown and senior walkon Dan Hadenfeldt are the top candidates to replace them, One 
might emerge in the fall as the No. 1 place-kicker and punter, Or they might split the duties. 

“There’s no need to make a quick decision,” Coach Frank Solich said near the end of spring, prac- 
tice. “Certainly we've got a couple of guys, two or three, at both spots who have shown well. 

“So it will be interesting to see how that all plays out.” 

Brown's preference is place-kicking, “I've never been a very confident punter,” he said. “And Dan 
is so good at it. I've never seen myself as a punter here, There are people who are better.” 

Even so, he held his own in the spring, In two major scrimmages and the Red-White game, he 
averaged 46.5 yards per punt on 13 punts while Hadenfeldt averaged 48,9 yards on 10 punts. Brown 
made 4-of-5 field goals, missing only a 50-yarder in the Red-White game. Hadenfeldt made 2-of-5, 

The kickers averaged 60 to 80 field goal attempts from various distances and 100 punts each prac- 
tice during the spring, “My legs have been killing me,” Brown said following the Red-White game. 
His left foot, which he plants on place kicks, ached so much 
some days that he had to ice it, . Redshirt freshman Josh 

Prior spring practice, Brown used a soccer ball in Cook Brown made 4-of-5 field 
Pavilion to improve his place-kicking, after what he consid- goals during the spring. His 
ered a disappointing fall. “I drove the ball in the fall. | wasn't only miss was a 50-yarder in 
hitting it well,” he said. “So [ got a soccer ball out, went back the Red-White game. 
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to my roots. The way I looked at it, if I 
can get a soccer ball rotating back- 
ward, I can do it with a football. A 
soccer ball is a lot harder to kick 
straight.” 

By the time spring practice began, 
Brown had regained the confidence 
that enabled him to kick a 61-yard 
field goal in the Oklahoma high 
school playoffs in 1996. He's confident 
from at le ards, “easy,” he said, 
although “I don’t think they'll ever let 
me go that far in a game.” 

The school record, shared by Paul 
Rogers, Billy Todd and Chris 
Drennan, is 55 yards. 

None of those three played a posi- 
tion, of course. The game has become 
too specialized. In fact, Nebraska 


hasn't had a place-kicker who regular- 
ly played a position in more than 30 
years. Larry Wachholtz was an all- 
conference safety as well as the No. 1 
place-kicker in 1965 and 1966. 

Brown, however, “has the ability to 
play a couple of positions, maybe two 
or three, and it’s not completely out of 
the question,” Solich said. “Josh is a 
tremendous athlete.” 

He could play safety or wide 
receiver, “but they (the coaches) won't 
allow it right now,” said Brown. “As 
long as I get to kick, I'd do it ina 
heartbeat, anything they'd let me do, 
offense or defense.” 

He'll become a defender after he 
kicks, and probably a good one. Ask 
Demps. 
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to Play 


By Todd Henrichs 


ike Brown remembers being 
schooled by opponents when 
playing as a freshman at 
Nebraska. Now a senior, Brown has 
grown into the role of teacher. 

Brown had plenty of opportunities 
to help teach Nebraska’s young corps 
of defensive backs last spring. A two- 
year starter at rover, Brown and senior 
teammate Ralph Brown (no relation) 
helped tutor the likes of sophomore-to- 
be Keyuo Craver and redshirt fresh- 
men Mike Demps and DeJuan Groce. 

“When I was a freshman, I made a 
lot of mistakes but all the older guys 
told me not to worry about it,” Mike 
Brown said. “I just try to tell them the 
same thing and that it’s important to 
just relax, 

“There's nothing about their ability 
that’s going to slow them down. It’s 
just getting the defenses down and 
things like that.” 

Once they've mastered the schemes, 
NU’s influx of young defensive backs 
should give the Huskers depth and 
versatility never before seen at the 
position by veteran assistant coach 
George Darlington. If Joe Walker and 
Erwin Swiney successfully return from 
injuries, Nebraska will have five play- 
ers who started a minimum of seven 
games last season in addition to the 
youngsters waiting in the wings. 

“There’s no question we have more 
flexibility, and hopefully we will play 
more people,” Darlington said after the 
team had wrapped up spring drills. 
“We have some options as to who 
plays where. 

“Certainly to have veterans is a big 
part of it, but you have to bring along, 
young players. The nice thing is we're 
going to have real good competition, 
which will really be helpful to us.” 

Competition has been scarce in the 
defensive backfield in recent years, 
and Ralph Brown might be part of the 
reason. The senior from Hacienda 
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Defensive backs 
get early playing 
time to give 
Nebraska the 
depth it needs 
in secondary 


DeJuan Groce (left) and Mike Demps hope to earn playing time as 
redshirt freshmen. Ralph Brown (left) and Mike Brown, going for the 


football at right, both made significant contributions as true fresh- 


men in 1996, 


Heights, Calif., became the first 
Husker position player since World 
War II to start his first game as a true 
freshman and has started every game 
at right cornerback since. He is a Jim 
Thorpe Award Candidate after win- 
ning third-team All-American honors 
last season. 

Mike Brown has played in all but 
one game since coming to NU from 
Scottsdale, Ariz, He led the Huskers 
with 102 tackles last season, the most 
since Rob Stuckey had 125 for NU in 
1983. 

Craver, a contender for Swine) 
spot on the left corner, said his 
progress is a direct result of help from 
his veteran teammates. The Texas 
native played in every game last sea- 
son and earned his Blackshirt with a 
career-best performance in the 
Huskers’ loss at Kansas State. 

“Whenever they are able to give us 
a helping hand, we are always ready 
to listen,” said Craver, who picked off 


a pass from K-State quarterback 
Michael Bishop. “They have been 
through everything that we will go 
through. That can’t do anything but 
help us.” 

Craver wrapped up spring drills 
ith an interception in the Red-White 
rimmage. So to did Swiney, the 
Lincoln Northeast product who we 
bothered all spring by a groin injury. 

Demps and Groce, roommates at 
NU, redshirted last season after 
injuries cropped up in the fall. 

Demps was still bothered by knee 
problems but ignited the Red with a 
100-yard kickoff return in the Spring 
Game. Demps moved to rover in the 
offseason, even while limited by his 
injury 

“It’s pretty evident when you 
watch him in practice and see him 
limp all the time,” Darlington said. 
“There is going to be an intense effort 
to strengthen his bad leg as much as 
they can to see if we can get him back 


w 


to where he can run like he did in high 
school.” 

Demps was electronically timed in 
4.38 seconds over 40 yards and 10.31 
over 100 meters at his Fort Worth, 
Texas, high school. At NU, he has yet 
to run faster than 4.6 seconds. Demps 
is playing without the lateral meniscus 
in his left knee, which doctors 
removed after a high school injury. 

Groce came to Nebraska from 
Garfield Heights, Ohio, as a Parade 
All-American. Most thought he could 
have played asa true freshman but for 
an injury to his Achilles’ tendon about 
a month into the season. He worked 
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last spring at the cornerback spots. 
Swiney was expected to undergo 
offseason surgery, jeopardizing the 
starting spot he held for every game 
last season. Another junior, Walker is 
expected to return full speed in the 
fall after his surgery to repair cartilage 
torn in his knee last December. 
Walker, one of many NU players 
with Texas ties, is another example of 
Nebraska’s versatility in the defensive 
backfield. He started the first six 
games at rover a year ago while Mike 
Brown was filling in for injured Clint 
Finley at free safety. As a returner, he 
became just the sixth player to return 


a kickoff, punt and interception for 
touchdowns in the same season. 

Finley, a junior from Cuero, Texas, 
intercepted three pas in just nine 
games a year ago. Back-up free safety 
Greg McGraw returned a fumble 94 
yards for a touchdown in the Spring 
Game. 

With the rash of injuries within the 
Nebraska program over the past sea- 
son, Darlington said it’s important to 
gain confidence in as many players as 
possible. Their ability to play multiple 
positions is an added bonus. 

“When you have players that can’t 
make the adjustment, it really does 


limit you,” Darlington said. “It’s nice 
to stand here and say I’m really not 
sure where everybody is going to fit. 
We might play some people in posi- 
tions different than what you've seen 
in the spring.” 

In their 9-4 season a year ago, the 
Huskers ranked in the bottom half of 
the Big 12 in both pass defense and 
total defense. Not counting the bow] 
game, opponents had 25 pass plays of 
25 or more yards 

Although not concerned with | 
year’s numbers, Darlington hopes 
opponents will have to deal with a 
more athletic defensive secondary with 


Keyuo Craver (3) played in every game and had one interception as 
a true freshman. He also had an interception in the Spring Game 
(left). Secondary coach George Darlington (above) enjoys having 


depth to work with. “Certainly to have veterans is a 


ig part of it, 


but you have to bring along young players,” he said. “The nice 
thing is we’re going to have real good competition, which will real- 


ly be helpful to us.” 


game-breaking capabilities this season. 
nd if players like the Browns have 
their way, the younger players step- 
ping in will be smarter as well 
‘ou can see them kind of in the 
background talking to the younger 
players,” Darlington ‘And what's 
nice is the younger kids really look up 
to them 
Keyuo is a very, very fine competi- 
tor, and he’s really an amazing athlete 
for a freshman. Demps, if he can get 
healthy and strengthen his leg, will 
also have a chance to really be an 
impact player.” 
Nebraska head coach Frank Sol: 


is counting on more from both sides of 
the football in his second season, A 
dominant defense, however, has been 
the root of past NU championship 
teams. 

Solich said he’s comfortable with 
the talent stocked in the secondary thi 
season and with the chance to improve 

ignificantly this fall 

“That should really be a very, very 
strong part of what we get done defen- 
sively,” Solich said. “That's certainly 
one area that it pays to have experi- 
enced and very talented athletes. 

“1 think that we've got our fair 
share.” 
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Will They 
Play 
Right Away? 


Whether true freshmen play 
depends on opportunity as much as ability 


hree? How about four? Or 
maybe five? 

“Well, we'll see,” Coach 

Frank Solich said, responding 

on letter-of-intent signing day to a 

question regarding how many of 

Nebraska's recruits might contribute 
as true freshmen. 

“I do know this: over the last few 
years we've had four or five players 
who have been able to come in and 
contribute right away. I would like to 
think this would be one of those class- 
es. 

“But it really comes down to a lot 
of factors, so we'll see how that all 
plays out.” 

The last five seasons the 
Cornhuskers have played an average 
of four true freshmen, with a high of 
six in 1997, and never fewer than 
three, in 1998, 1995 and 1994, when 
walkon quarterback Monte Christo’s 
redshirt was pulled because of injuries 
to Tommie Frazier and Brook 
Berringer. 

Christo, who made a brief appear- 
ance in one game, sat out a medical 
redshirt in 1995, 

Outside linebacker Grant Wistrom 
and defensive back Octavious 
McFarlin were the only other true 
freshmen to play in 1994, Defensive 
back Michael Booker played as a first- 
year sophomore. 

Wistrom played in every game, fin- 
ishing with 36 tackles, including 4.5 
sacks. 

Whether a true freshman plays or 
watches depends as much on oppor- 
tunity as ability. Last season corner- 
back Keyuo Craver and defensive 
tackle Jason Lohr would have been the 
only true freshmen to play if Jason 
Wiltz, also a defensive tackle, hadn't 
suffered a severe ankle sprain. 

Freshman Jeremy Slechta shed a 
redshirt because Wiltz was sidelined 
for two games. 
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All three made si 
cant contributions, with 
Craver earning a 
Blackshirt late in the sea- 
son 


Other true freshmen, 
including rush end Chris 
Kelsay and defensive back 
DeJuan Groce, might have 
been forced into backup 
duty last season had there 
been injuries at their posi- 
tions. 

Both suited up for early 


games before settling in as 
reds| hey and sever- 
al others from their 


recruiting class are being 
counted on to make sig- 
nificant contributions this 
fall. One of the few who 
won't is Shawn McGann, 
a wingback from Granger, 
Ind., who left the program 
in the spring. 

Considering the 
Cornhuskers’ experience 
and depth on defense, 
there would seem to be 
more opportunity on 
offense this season, 
though true freshmen 
rarely play in the offen- 
sive line, and five of Nebraska's 21 
freshmen scholarship recruits are list- 
ed as offensive linemen. 

Lack of depth at fullback, however, 
might enable Judd Davies to play. “He 
might have a shot right away,” Solich 
said prior to spring practice. “He’s 
going to be given an opportunity to 
get on the field. He's really bright, an 
excellent student, great work ethic, a 
tough, physical player. 

“He's really shown that he’s got 
what you look for at the fullback spot.” 

Davies, who rushed for more than 
1,500 yards and 23 touchdowns last 
season at Omaha's Millard North High 


School, attended Nebraska's Big Red 
Football Camp for three summers. He 
was among the first to make an oral 
commitment to the Cornhuskers, 
announcing his intention in early July. 

“We've known a ton about Judd,” 
Solich said during a news conference 
on letter-of-intent signing day” in 
early February. “And you know we're 
in need of bringing young players into 
our system at the fullback position, 
(after) losing two of the three top full- 
backs this past year.” 

With the departure of Joel 
Makovicka and Billy Legate, junior 
Willie Miller and senior Ben Kingston, 


who originally walked on, are the 
Cornhuskers’ only scholarship full- 
back 


Shaun Coleman, a linebacker from 
Littleton, Colo., definitely won't play 
in the fall. He won't enroll until 
January, after recovering from an arm 
injury. And, as indicated earlier, the 
five offensive linemen almost certainly 
will redshirt. The other freshmen 
should get a good look, however. 

“It's a good class, regardless of how 
many of them play their first year,” 
said Solich. 

“But some of them do have a 
chance.” i 


Nebraska’s lack of numbers at fullback give Judd Davies (left) a 


jood opportunity to play. Shaun Coleman (above left) is recovering 


from an injury 


and won't enroll until January, Patrick Kabongo 
(right), the largest of the recruits, has playe 


just three years of 


organized football and might need time to develop. 


True freshmen who have played 
the last five seasons 


1998 

Keyuo Craver, defensive back 

Jason Lohr, defensive tackle 

Jeremy Slechta, defensive tackle 
1997 

Correll Buckhalter, |-back 

Matt Davison, split end 

Bobby Newcombe, QB/wingback 

Erwin Swiney, defensive back 

Kyle Vanden Bosch, rush end 

Joe Walker, defensive back 
1996 

Mike Brown, defensive back 


Ralph Brown, defensive back 
*J.R. Edwards, split end 
DeAngelo Evans, I-back 
Steve Warren, defensive tackle 
1995 
Kris Brown, place-kicker 
Ahman Green, I-back 
Chad Kelsay, rush end 
1994 
Monte Christo, quarterback 
Octavious McFarlin, defensive back 
Grant Wistrom, outside linebacker 
“subsequently transferred 


1999 recruiting class 
Ryon Bingham, defensive lineman, 6-3, 270, Sandy (Alta), Utah 
Rob Blomeier, defensive back, 5-11, 185, Lititz (Manheim Township), Pa, 
Shaun Coleman, linebacker, 6-4, 210, Littleton (Regis Jesuit), Co. 
Carl Crawford, quarterback, 6-2, 205, Houston (Jefferson Davis), Texas 
Judd Davies, fullback, 6-1, 235, Omaha (Millard North), Neb. 


Josh Davis, I-back, 5-11, 190, Loveland, Co. 


Jon Dawson, offensive lineman, 6-3, 285, Cheyenne (Central) Wyo. 

Toniu Fonoti, offensive lineman, 6-4, 300, Hauula (Kahuku), Hawaii 

John Garrison, rush end/defensive lineman, 6-5, 265, Blue Springs, Mo. 
Taylor Gehman, defensive back, 5-11, 190, Omaha (Northwest), Neb. 

Tim Green, offensive lineman, 6-5, 305, Omaha (Westside), Neb. 

“Larry Henderson, wide receiver, 6-1, 190, West Los Angeles College, Calif. 
Blanchard Johnson Ill, linebacker, 6-0, 200, Omaha (Council Bluffs St. Albert), Neb. 
Trevor Johnson, tight end, 6-5, 225, Lincoln (Northeast), Neb. 

Patrick Kabongo, rush end, 6-6, 315, Montreal (Vanier College Prep), Canada 
Chris Loos, offensive lineman, 6-3, 300, Lincoln (Southeast), Neb 

Jammal Lord, quarterback, 6-3, 195, Bayonne, N.J 

Robin Miller, I-back, 5-11, 220, Kent (Meridian), Wash. 

Spencer Owen, rush end, 6-5, 235, Carrollton, Mo. 

Phil Peetz, defensive lineman, 6-2, 245, Elkhorn, Neb. 

Tamotu Tagoa’i, defensive lineman, 6-3, 290, Hauula (St. Louis), Hawaii 
Daniel Waldrop, offensive lineman, 6-5, 320, Wilmington (Banning), Calif. 


*enrolled for spring semester 
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The traditions of the University of U Hall and the fence that surrounded it 
Nebraska are rooted in the collective have faded from view. But the memories 


memory of its alumni... are perpetuated by the 
N 2 
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University Hall, the first bit alumni. Celebrate 125 years 
of brick and mortar. The aN, of the Nebraska Alumni 
iron-gated fence, guardian 
of the young campus. The 
early graduates, founders of 
the alumni association in 1874. Belong to a great tradition. 


FOUNDED 1874 


Association, June 24, 1999 
to December 31, 2000. 


The hits just keep on coming, at least that's the 
way it might seem to second-year Nebraska Coach 
Frank Solich. 

A number of key players missed all or most of 
spring practice recovering from injuries, including 
quarterbck Bobby Newcombe, I-backs DeAngelo 
Evans and Dan Alexander, fullback Willie Miller, 
tackle Adam Julch, linebacker Eric Johnson and 
defensive back/kick returner Joe Walker. All were 
expected to return in the fall. 

In late May, Solich got the news that Walker 
would require more surgery to repair a joint surface 
defect, discovered during his progressive running 
program. Walker, who underwent ACL and meniscal 
surgery on his teft knee in January, had arthroscop- 
ic surgery May 25 and was expected to miss at least 
four months. He could use a redshirt year if the 
injury is not fully healed. 

Walker, who started six games, was one of 10 
players with staring experience returning on 
defense at eight positions. Gone are starting rush 
ends Mike Rucker and Chad Kelsay and middle 
linebacker Jay Foreman. 


\4- 
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Offensively, nine players with starting experi- 
ence return at seven positions. That includes 
Newcombe, who is expected to challenge Erie 
Crouch for the starting quarterback spot. 

Evans, who played in only three games while 
battling nagging injuriesr, will attempt to rekindle 
the fire he displayed as a freshman in 1996, Key 
losses on offense included fullback Joel 
Makovicka, center Josh Heskew and tight end 
Sheldon Jackson. 

Nebraska will still have a Brown in the kicking 
game, but this year it will be redshirt freshman Josh 
Brown, who is competing with senior Dan 
Hadenfeldt to replace four-year kicker Kris Brown 
and punter Bill Lafleur. 

The kickers are just two of the many new faces in 
1999. How they perform and the health of those 
recovering from injuries will be a key to how things 
shape up in the fall, 

With that in mind, on the following pages we 
preview some of the players who will be responsi- 
ble for making Solich’s second season more suc- 
cessful than last year’s 9-4 campaign. 
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#58 Demoine Adams 
Right Rush End 

6-2, 225, Fr. 

Pine Bluff, Ark. 

Adams might be undersized for 
a rush end, but he compensates 
with strength and 
extraordinary 
quickness. He had 
four sacks in two 
major scrim- 
mages prior to 
the spring game. 
"Once he learns 
how to use all 
that quickness, | 
think he'll be an 
outstanding player,” said rush 
ends coach Nelson Barnes. 


#38 Dan Alexander 
1-Back 

6-0, 245, Jr. 
Wentzville, Mo. 

Alexander missed spring prac- 
tice while continuing to recover 
from reconstructive knee surgery 
but should be 
ready to go in the 
fall. He's not as 
flashy as 
DeAngelo Evans, 
but he brings a 
different dimen- 
sion to the I-back 
position with his 
size, strength and 
speed. His prob- 
lem is staying healthy. 

He started twice last season, 
carrying 67 times for 360 yards and 
four touchdowns. Before suffering 
the knee injury on his third carry in 
the Kansas State game, he “was 
coming into his own at I-back and 
becoming a major factor in offen- 
sive output,” said running backs 
coach Dave Gillespie. 


#82 Sean Applegate 
Wingback 

5-9, 185, Sr. 

Lincoln (High), Neb. 

Applegate was competing with 
junior John Gibson for the starting 
job in the spring, before senior 
Shevin Wiggins learned the NCAA 
had granted him another season of 
eligibility. Applegate will still be in 
the wingback rotation, but not as a 
starter. “Sean has had to sit behind 
some pretty good players,” said 
receivers coach Ron Brown. “It has 
not been an easy time for him.” 
But he has persisted. 

He gained valuable experience 
last season when Lance Brown 
was sidelined by a broken foot. 
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Arvada (Bear Creek), Colo. 
Baldwin “reminds me of kind of 


a Matt Hoskinson, 
Dominic Raiola. 
Hoskinson was an 
integral part of 
the 1997 national 
championship 
line. He was 
regarded as a 
starter even 
though he never 
started. He was 
the top backup at 
guard and center. Baldwin also can 
play both positions. But the plan is 
for linemen to concentrate on one 
position this season, so he'll prob- 
ably back up Raiola. 


said teammate 


#94 Damien Bauman 
Tight End 

6-3, 260, Sr. 
Auburndale, Fla. 

Bauman played in four games 
last season, after transferring from 
Central Florida. There's opportuni- 
ty at tight end. Receivers coach 
Ron Brown will have to settle on at 
least one more to alternate with 
senior T.J. DeBates and sopho- 
more Tracey Wistrom. Bauman 
“has the potential to develop into a 
really fine blocker,” according to 
Coach Frank Solich. The problem 
is, Nebraska is well stocked with 
scholarship tight ends. When 
recruit Trevor Johnson arrives in 
the fall, there will be six. 


#14 Dion Booker 
Free Safety 
6-1, 205, Soph. 
Oceanside (El Camino), Calif. 
Internet rumors had Booker 
moving to outside linebacker in the 
spring, which was news to defen- 
sive backs coach George 
Darlington. Booker played in every 
regular-season game except 
Colorado. He missed that game 
because of an injury to his left 
knee, which was repaired by 
surgery in early December 
He has potential, and came on 
in the spring. But competition in 
the secondary is stiff 


#39 Josh Brown 

Kicker 

6-2, 185, Fr. 

Foyil, O} 
During the spring, defensive 

backs coach George Darlington 

often asked Brown if he was inter- 

ested in playing defensive back. 

Darlington’s question was tongue- 

in-cheek, sort of. Brown is an 


exceptional athlete and probably 
could play defensive back, accord- 
ing to kickers coach Dan Young. 

“He's a good enough athlete 
that Coach (Frank) Solich told me 
once that we should have recruited 
another kicker and moved Josh to 
cornerback,” said Young. But the 
Cornhuskers are in need of some- 
one to succeed Kris Brown, himself 
a good athlete. And Josh Brown is 
eager to do so. 


#21 Mike Brown 
Rover 
5-10, 205, Sr. 
Scottsdale (Saguaro), Ariz. 
Brown has gotten his share of 
recognition, but 
his ability proba- 
bly hasn't been 
acknowledged to 
the degree it 
should be, or 
would be if he 
weren't in the 
same secondary 
as Ralph Brown. 
“| feel that he's 
one of the greatest safeties in the 
nation, very underrated,” said 
teammate Keyuo Craver. 

Mike, who has started 26 con- 
secutive games, led the team and 
set a position record with 102 tack- 
les last season. “Mike is already a 
great leader for us,” Coach Frank 
Solich said. “He doesn’t have to 
develop any more in that area. He 
has been very outspoken, very ver- 
bal in his leadership.” 

He is also a two-time, first-team 
Academic All-Big 12 honoree. 


#22 Ralph Brown 
Right Corner 

5-10, 180, Sr. 
Hacienda Heights 
(Bishop Amat), Calif. 

Brown, a two-time first-team all- 
conference selection, is again a 
candidate for the Jim Thorpe 
Award as the nation’s outstanding 
collegiate defensive back. He has 
started at right 
cornerback all 39 & 
games of his} 
Cornhusker 
career, which 
began as a true 
freshman. 
holds 
records for pass 
breakups in a 
game (seven), 
season (14) and 
career (35), and has intercepted 
eight passes. Like Mike Brown, 
he’s a leader, even though “he’s 
probably not as verbal as Mike,” 


Keyuo Craver 


said Coach Frank Solich. 

“Everybody knows Ralph Brown 
is a great player,” teammate Keyuo 
Craver said. “I've just got a lot of 
respect for them (Ralph and Mike 
Brown) because they're down to 
earth.” 


#36 Correll Buckhalter 
I-Back 

6-0, 220, Jr. 

Collins, Miss. 

As in the fall, Buckhalter was 
the only healthy I-back in the 
spring, which he 
finished off by 
rushing for 90 
yards and a touch- 
down in the Red- 

White game. “At 
times this spring 
he’s looked pretty 
good on runs. But 
other times he’s 
looked for soft 
spots rather than up-field run- 
ning," Coach Frank Solich said. 
“There are times when you just 
have to make one move and go 
forward. You look at all the backs 
who have been really good here; 
they have that instinctive thing 


where they don’t hesitate and turn 


up-field.” 
The bottom line, however, is 
that Buckhalter has always 


answered the call. He's reliable, 
rushing for a team-high 799 yards 
and eight touchdowns last season. 
He averaged 5.6 yards per carry. 


#39 Ben Buettenback 
Middle Linebacker 

5-11, 220, Sr. 

Hastings, Neb. 

Buettenback earned his third let- 
ter, despite playing in only five 
games last sea- 
son. His size is an 
obvious  detri- 
ment, but he com- 
pensates with a 
walkon's determi- 
nation. 

He will resume 
competition with 
sophomores 
Jamie Burrow 
and Jon Coyne, a walkon from 
Omaha Westside, and redshirted 
freshman Tony Tata in the fall as a 
backup to junior Carlos Polk. He 
was credited with a combined five 
tackles in the Red-White game, 
switching sides at halftime. 


#48 Jamie Burrow 
Middle Linebacker 
6-1, 235, Soph. 
Ames, lowa 

Burrow played primarily on spe- 
cial teams in his first season. He 
was a member of the No. 1 kickoff 
return and punt return teams, as 
well as being on the punt coverage 
second team. He will be competing 
for increased playing time in the 
fall as the top backup to junior 
Carlos Polk. He gave notice that he 
is ready by making six tackles, 
including two for losses totaling 5 
yards, in the Red-White game. 

He was a first-team Academic 
All-Big 12 honoree as a redshirted 
freshman, 


#3 Keyuo Craver 
Left Cornerback 
5-10, 190, Soph. 
Harleton, Texas 

Craver, one of only three true 
freshmen who played last season, 
can play nickel back as well as cor- 
nerback, He also played on the 
kickoff coverage and punt return 
teams. The former high school run- 
ning back would like to return 
punts this season in addition to his 
other duties. 

“His problem is, he’s too good 
of an athlete,” defensive backs 
coach George Darlington said. 
“We're at the point we have to be 
careful not to wear him out with 
defensive play and special teams 

"He's a very talented 
athlete,”said Coach Frank Solich. 
However, the likelihood of his 
returning punts diminished some 
when Shevin Wiggins was granted 
another season of eligibility in mid- 
April. 


#7 Eric Crouch 
Quarterback 
6-1, 196, Soph. 
Omaha (Millard North), Neb. 
Crouch’s strength is running 
options, an area in which he was 
limited during the 
spring because, 
with junior Bobby 
Newcombe side- 
lined, the primary 
goal was to keep 
him healthy. 
Though the num- 
bers don't neces- 
sarily reflect it, his 
focus was to 
improve his passing. In two major 
scrimmages and the Red-White 
game, he completed only 8-of-22 
passes for 148 yards, with two 
interceptions. 
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He was sacked eight times, 
however, and the green pullover 
jersey he wore to let defenders 
know they needed to hold up also 
hampered his ability to scramble 
when pass plays broke down. 

“I'd have to say | feel 10 times 
better than | did last year,” said 
Crouch, 

And, most importantly, he 
remained healthy throughout the 
spring. 


#3 Matt Davison 
Split End 

6-1, 180, Jr. 
Tecumseh, Neb. 

Davison is on pace to be second 
in career receptions at Nebraska by 
the time he finishes two seasons 
from now. His 43 catches already 
rank 25th. And he needs just 40 
more to pass Jeff Kinney at No. 2 
behind Johnny Rodgers. Davison’s 
32 receptions last season were the 
most since 1983, 

He's no speed-burner, but he 
did run the 40 in a career-best 4.57 
seconds in post-winter condition- 
ing testing. “I've told guys before 
not to just look at the 40 times,” 
said receivers coach Ron Brown. 
“Matt will beat you with every- 
thing. He beats you with good 
smarts. He sets you up.” 


#85 T. J. DeBates 
Tight End 

6-3, 250, Sr. 
Stewartville, Minn. 

DeBates started eight games 
last season when the Cornhuskers 
opened with dou- 
ble-tight end 
alignments. Even 
though he has 
only two career 
pass receptions, 
“he's an excellent 
receiver,” Coach 
Frank Solich said 
prior to last sea- 
son. “He’s shown 
at times that he’s a good blocker. 
But he needs to work on that. 
We're confident he will.” DeBates 
did, of course, and he will have to 
continue to do so. 

“There's no question at the tight 
end spot we need to block better. 
We need them to be an integral 
part of that offensive line when it 
comes to the running game,” said 
Solich. 


#2 Mike Demps 

Rover 

5-10, 195, Fr. 

Fort Worth (Dunbar) Texas 
Demps attracted attention by 

returning a kickoff 100 yards for a 

touchdown in the spring game. But 
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Matt Davison 


he impressed the coaches before 
that, enough so that he was moved 
from cornerback to rover. He also 
could be used at nickel back. 
“Michael's really a physical guy,” 
said defensive coordinator Charlie 
McBride. 

“| think playing corner has 
helped him because he’s playing 
man-to-man on a receiver a lot. 
The thing now is the learning part 
of it, learning the inside (rover or 
strong safety). The inside people, 
it's harder to learn, all the adjust- 
ments they have to make and 
things like that. But Michael is a 
smart kid,” 

Demps was hampered by a 
hamstring injury in the spring. 


#4 DeAngelo Evans 
1-Back 
5-9, 215, Ji 
Wichita (Collegiate), Kan. 
Evans, who underwent arthro- 
scopic knee surgery following the 
season, partici- 
pated in some 
non-contact prac- | 
tice near the end 
of spring. That 
was positive, as 
was his attitude. 
His knee was fine 
but there was no 
reason to risk 
injury, he said, 
vowing to be in peak physical con- 
dition by August. 
If he is able to regain his fresh- 


man form, when he rushed for 776 
yards and 14 touchdowns, and 
remain healthy, he could take his 
place among the outstanding I- 
backs in recent Cornhusker history. 
He was an exceptional running 
back before being beset by 
injuries, beginning with a pelvic 
problem. 

“He'll be a great back again," 
said Coach Frank Solich.” 


#19 Clint Finley 
Free Safety 
6-0, 205, Jr. 
Cuero, Texas 

Finley started the final six 
games last season, including the 
Holiday Bowl, 
after missing the 
first three 
because of a left 
knee strain suf- 
fered during fall 
practice. He was 
credited with 28 
tackles, including 
three for losses 
totaling 13 yards. 
He also shared 
the team lead with three pass inter- 
ceptions, returning the third 42 
yards for the Cornhuskers’ only 
touchdown in a 16-14 victory 
against Colorado. 
He's among the team’s most 
aggressive tacklers, which might 
have contributed to an Internet 
rumor that he would be moved to 
outside linebacker during spring 
practice. He was not. 


#83 Craig Fischer 
Split End 

6-0, 175, Sr. 

Leigh, Neb. 

Fischer is among a dozen or so 
seniors who walked on. He joined 
the team in the spring of 1996, 
“There's not too many of us left,” 
said wingback Sean Applegate, 
another senior walkon and 
Fischer's close friend. Fischer 
played in five games and earned a 
letter on the 1997 national champi- 
onship team. But the competition 
at split end was such last season 
that he played in only one game. 


#8 John Gibson 

Split End/Wingback 

5-11, 180, Jr. 

Pa n (LaVista), Neb. 

son played well in the spring 
after a disappointing sophomore 
season that followed a redshirted 
freshman season cut short by a 
torn anterior cruciate ligament suf- 
fered during prac- 
tice the week 
after the opener. 
Gibson caught 
two passes in the 
opener against 
Akron and 
appeared ready 
to challenge 
Shevin Wiggins 
and Lance Brown 
for playing time. 
injury changed that. 
Gibson, who played in 10 
games last season without catch- 
ing a pass, had a changed attitude 
in the spring, said receivers coach 
Ron Brown. “We are really count- 
ing on him to play very well now. 
And it's very clear that he knows 
what's going on around here. You 
can see the attitude adjustment.” 


But the knee 


#5 DeJuan Groce 
Left Cornerback 


5-10, 190, Fr. 
Garfield Heights, Ohio 

Groce was 
impressive 
enough last fall 
that the coaches 
considered play- 
ing him as a true 
freshman. He 
even suited up for 
three games 
before the final 
decision to red- 
shirt him was made. An injured 
Achilles tendon contributed to the 
decision, as did the play of Keyuo 
Craver, another freshman. 

Groce backed up All-America 
candidate Ralph Brown during 
spring practice. 

He and roommate Mike Demps, 


also a redshirted freshman who 
figures prominently in plans for the 
secondary, “showed good athletic 
ability and gained valuable experi- 
ence, really, in a lot of ways 
through their redshirt season,” 
Coach Frank Solich said. That 
showed during the spring. 


#17 Dan Hadenfeldt 
Kicker 

5-11, 190, Sr. 

Des Moines (Valley), lowa 

Hadenfeldt, a 
walkon from Des 
Moines, lowa, will 
continue to com- 
pete in fall prac- 
tice with redshirt- 
ed freshman Josh 
Brown for kicking 
jobs. Competition 
between the two 
friends was spirit- 
ed enough in the spring that noth- 
ing was decided, according to 
Coach Frank Solich. 

Hadenfeldt was 2-for-2 on extra- 
point kicks in 1997. He could end 
up as the punter, with Brown han- 
dling the placekicking and each 
backing up the other. Hadenfeldt 
averaged 48.9 yards per punt in 
the spring on 10 punts during two 
major scrimmages and the Red- 
White game. 


#80 Larry Henderson 
Split End 
6-1, 190, Sr. 
Des Moines (Valley), lowa 
Henderson learned in the spring 
that barring a successful appeal to 
the NCAA this will be his only sea- 
son at Nebraska. Because he 
enrolled at Santa Monica, Calif., 
College before enlisting in the 
Navy, his five-year eligibility clock 
began in 1993. Although time 
spent in the Navy is not included, 
this will count as 
his fifth year 
because of his 
two years at West 


Los Angeles 
Community 
College 


Henderson, 
who also com- 
petes on the track 
team, has excep- 
tional speed. He says he has run 
the 40-yard dash in 4.28 seconds 
and is “used to running” it in a 
consistent 4.3 seconds. 


#55 Russ Hochstein 
Right Guard 
6-3, 280, Jr. 
Hartington (Cedar Catholic), 
Neb. 

Hochstein, who started the final 
four games including the Holiday 
Bowl at right guard last season, is 


a rising star in the offensive line. 
He’s not excep- 
tionally big but 
he’s quick and 
aggressive. He 
was fifth among 
the linemen with 
71 “pancake” 
blocks, including 
15 against 
Washington and 
1 against 
Kansas State. He 
was bothered by a neck injury dur- 
ing a spring in which the line went 
back to basics. 

Despite being only a junior, 
Hochstein also is taking on leader- 
ship responsibilities. 


#50 Julius Jackson 
Weakside Linebacker 
ai 


Jackson practiced twice during 
the spring before joining Eric 
Johnson on the sideline because 
of an injury. He and Johnson will 
alternate in the fall. Jackson, who 
missed two games last season 
because of a right 
knee strain, was 
credited with 24 
tackles, including 
two sacks. He 
also had five 
quarterback hur- 
ries, two of which 
led to intercep- 
tions, and he 
broke up one 
pass. 

He came on strong at season’s 
end, making six tackles in the 
Colorado game and following that 
effort with six tackles, including 
two for losses totaling 12 yards, in 
the Holiday Bowl game. 


#27 Eric Johnson 

Weakside Linebacker 

6-1, 205, Sr. 

Phoenix (Alhambra), Ariz. 
Johnson, who regained a sea- 

son of eligibility from the NCAA, 

missed spring practice following 

shoulder surgery after the Holiday 

Bowl game. He's a 

play-maker, with 

4.43 speed in the}! 


a determination |) 
that kept him inf) 
the Colorado 
game last season 
until the shoulder 
had been dislocat- 
ed three times. He 
was the team’s fourth-leading tack- 
ler last season with 70, including 
11 for losses totaling 52 yards and 
six quarterback sacks. He also had 
six quarterback hurries. 

He’s an emotional player and 
will be a team leader in the fall. 
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#69 Adam Julch 
Left Tackle 

6-5, 320, Sr. 

Omaha (Burke), Neb. 

Even though he was sidelined 
by injuries during the spring, Julch 
kept involved, —— 
working with the = 
young players 
“He's like a coach 
to them,”said 
sophomore cen- 
ter Dominic 
Raiola. “He helps 
a lot because we 
only have two 
offensive line 
coaches and three stations. So he’s 
at one of the stations, helping.” 

Julch started 12 games, includ- 
ing the Holiday Bowl, but was 
hampered by the effects of a dislo- 
cated ankle suffered in the 1998 
spring game and was never really 
at full-speed. 

He was seventh on the team in 
“pancake” blocks with 57. 


#91 Loran Kaiser 


Defensive Tackle 
6-4, 290, Jr. 
Farwell (St. Paul), Neb. 
Kaiser, whose quickness has 
always been an asset, now has the 
size of a Big 12 defensive tackle. 
He started 10 
games including 
the Holiday Bowl, 
after beginning 
last season as the 
backup to Jason 
Wiltz, who was 
subsequently 
moved to nose- 
tackle. Kaiser was 
credited with 45 
tackles, including 
10 for losses totaling 27 yards and 
5.5 quarterback sacks. He had a 
sack in four consecutive games. He 
also caused two fumbles during 
the regular season and recovered a 
fumble in the Holiday Bowl. 
He's very active on the inside, 
an excellent pass rusher, as the 
sacks reflect. 


#57 Chris Kelsay 
Left Rush End 

6-5, 255, Soph. 
Auburn, Neb. 

Kelsay has inherited brother 
Chad's No. 57 jersey. “I tell Chris 
all the time | expect him to be bet- 
ter than his big brother, and | 
thought his big brother was pretty 
good,” said rush ends coach 
Nelson Barnes. Kelsay was good 
enough to play as a true freshman. 
He suited up for four games before 
deciding to redshirt, in fact. He’s 


72 -JONE/TOLY 1989 


still learning, according to defen- 
sive coordinator Charlie McBride. 

“When you're young and you 
get in like that, sometimes you just 
kind of play and you don’t think. 
You get all mixed up. It just takes 
time. But I think he'll really be 
good,” McBride said. 


#22 Ben Kingston 
Fullback 
6-1, 240, Sr. 
Omaha (Westside), Neb. 

Kingston, who wears a brace on 
his right knee 
because of a torn 
ligament suffered 
in the spring of 
1997, has persist- 
ed, playing as a 
back-up to Joel 
Makovicka the 
last two seasons 
after walking on 
from Omaha 
Westside. He has 
gotten only 12 carries, gaining 16 
yards, during his Cornhusker 
career. “I don’t think it’s so much a 
matter of what Ben didn’t do. It’s 
just a matter of having a guy who 
really had a lot of ability and expe- 
rience at the position (ahead of 
him),” said running backs coach 
Dave Gillespie. 

“Ben has hung in there and 

patiently waited for his opportuni- 
ties.” 


#47 Josh Kohl 
Weakside Linebacker 
6-1, 230, Sr. 
Hastings, Neb. 

With seniors Eric Johnson and 
Julius Jackson sidelined by injuries 
in the spring, Kohl made the most 
of an opportunity to play with the 
top defensive units, He played in 
every game last season, primarily 
‘on special teams, making 10 tack- 
les and recovering a fumbled punt 
against lowa State. 

“This place is made on guys like 
Josh Kohl,” linebackers coach 
Craig Bohl said of the walkon from 
Hastings, Neb. “He doesn't com- 
plain about playing time, and when 
he does get to play, he plays very 
well.” 


#75 Kyle Kollmorgen 
Offensive Tackle 
6-5, 290, Soph. 
Lincoln (Southeast), Neb. 
Kollmorgen is young and still 
learning. He had an opportunity to 
take some snaps with the top units 
during spring practice and could 
contribute as a backup in the fall, 
depending on his progress during 
preseason practices. Among the 


others in that situation are redshirt- 
ed freshmen Matt Shook and Leif 
Sidwell and senior Aaron Havlovic. 
Sidwell and Havlovic are walkons. 


#29 Gregg List 
Rover 

5-11, 220, Sr. 
Valentine, Neb. 

List, a walkon from Valentine, 
Neb., has earned three letters, 
playing primarily 
‘on special teams. 
He was a finalist 
for the team's 
“Lifter of the Year 
Award” present 
ed to rush end 


Kyle Vanden 
Bosch in the 
spring. _ List’s 
strength index 


was second-best all-time among 
defensive backs. His problem in 
getting on the field more is a result 
of the fact that the Cornhuskers are 
well-stocked with defensive backs. 


#70 Jason Lohr 
Nosetackle 

6-2, 275, Soph. 
Tulsa (Jenks), Okla. 

Lohr was among only three true 
freshmen who played last season. 
The others were Keyuo Craver, a 
defensive back, and Jeremy 
Slechta, another defensive tackle. 
Lohr played because he “had so 
much size and strength over me 
and (Jon) Clanton when we first 
started,” said Slechta, Clanton, a 
third scholarship defensive tackle, 
redshirted. Lohr played in every 
game and made seven tackles, 
including one sack. He and Slechta 
came “a long way: in the spring, 
said defensive coordinator Charlie 
McBride. 


#1 Fran 

Wingback 

5-11, 170, Sr. 

Lake Charles (LaGrange), La. 
London missed spring practice 

while trying to recover from the 

broken left leg he 

suffered returning 

a punt in the 

Kansas game. He 

underwent further 

surgery on the leg 

in mid-April. It’s a 

hard-luck situa- 

tion for the con- 

verted quarter- 

back, who would 

have benefitted 

from 15 spring practices at his new 

position. He'll have to develop 

quickly in the fall, assuming the leg 

heals sufficiently. 


London 


Bobby Newcombe 


#32 Greg McGraw 
Free Safety 

6-2, 200, Sr. 

lle, N,J. 

McGraw, a walkon from 
Millville, N.J., attracted attention 
by returning a fumble 94 yards for 
a touchdown in the Red-White 
game. He was the No. 3 free safety 
and a member of the kickoff cover- 
age team last season, playing in 
every game and making three tack- 
les. He and sophomore Dion 
Booker were among those compet- 
ing with returning starter Clint 
Finley in the spring. With 11 and 
possibly 12 games plus a bowl 
game, “we're going to need every- 
body,” said defensive backs coach 
George Darlington. 


#15 Willie Miller 

Fullback 

6-1, 240, Jr. 

Omaha (Bellevue West), Neb. 
Miller was able to begin practic- 

ing near the end 

of the spring, 

after recovering 

from surgery to 

correct an abdom- 

inal injury. In lim- 

ited action, "I 

think he's showed 

signs of really 

being what we 

look for at the full- 

back spot," said Coach Frank 


Solich, "He’s a little bigger. | think 
he’s certainly more confident in 
himself at this point in time in his 
career. And | think that will all 
show in the season." 

Miller's strength is running but 
he has made himself a good block- 
er. He carried 19 times for 94 yards 
and two touchdowns as Joel 
Makovicka’s backup last season. 


#12 Bobby Newcombe 

Quarterback 

6-0, 195, Jr. 

Albuquerque 
.M. 

Despite not being able to partic- 
ipate while recovering from 
surgery on his left knee in 
December, Newcombe was a 
familiar presence at practice in the 
spring. He signalled plays from the 
sideline for the Red team during 
the Spring Game. 

He was able to throw some 
passes in preparation for compet- 
ing with sophomore Eric Crouch 
for the starting job. "With Bobby’s 
work ethic, | don’t doubt he'll be 
able to perform at game level with 
workouts this fall," said quarter- 
backs coach Turner Gill. 

Newcombe started six games 
last season, completing 43-of-68 
passes for 647 yards and one 
touchdown, with one interception. 
He rushed for 195 yards and eight 
touchdowns. 


(Highland), 


#37 Tony Ortiz 


Strongside Linebacker 
6-1, 220, Sr. 
Waterbury (Crosby), Conn. 

Ortiz missed the final week of 
spring practice because of a 
sprained medial collateral liga- 
ment, leaving the 
first-team respon- 
sibilities to senior 
and good friend A 
Brian Shaw. The} 
two again will 
alternate. Ortiz 
came on to start 
the final nine 
games last sea- 
son, finishing with 
46 tackles, including nine for losses 
totaling 28 yards. He was outstand- 
ing in the Holiday Bowl game, 
making eight tackles. 

Early in their careers, Ortiz was 
regarded as the better pass rusher 
of the two and Shaw was regarded 
as being stronger against the run. 
But the situation is more balanced 
now. “I think Tony has improved 
greatly against the run,” said line- 
backers coach Craig Bohl. 


#5 Jeff Perino 
Quarterback 
6-2, 215, Sr. 
Durango, Colo. 

Perino was sidelined by a shoul- 
der injury during the first half of 
the Red-White game, but he should 
be ready to resume competition 
with junior Jay Runty for a backup 
job in the fall. Perino returned after 
two seasons of medical-exempt 
status because of recurrent knee 
problems, In many ways, he's like 
a freshman quarterback. “He has 
(running) ability, and he has good 
throwing ability. But just putting it 
all together will take some time,” 
Coach Frank Solich said after 
Perino’s first major scrimmage of 
the spring. 

On the plus side, “he has great 
intelligence,” quarterbacks coach 
Turner Gill said. 


#13 Carlos Polk 
Middle Linebacker 
6-2, 250, Jr. 

Rockford (Guilford), Il. 

Polk is poised to wear a first- 
team Blackshirt, something he has 
yet to be issued despite playing in 
every game his first two seasons. 
He was Jay Foreman's backup last 
season. He made 
22 tackles, includ- 
ing five for losses 
totaling 24 yards 
and one sack, He 
caused two fum- 
bles, one of which 
he recovered, 
broke up one pass 
and intercepted a 
pass against 
California. His strength is stopping 
the run. He was the "bubble" line- 
backer. He also has made a name 
for himself on the kickoff coverage 
team. 

When he gets a Blackshirt, 
which should be when they are 
issued in the fall, “a tear might 
come to my eye,” he said. “Ever 
since | got here, that Blackshirt has 
meant a lot.” 


#54 Dominic Raiola 

Center 

6-2, 295, Soph. 

Honolulu (St. Louis), Hawaii 
Raiola was the first freshman to 


start in 
Nebraska's offen- 
sive line since 
Rob  Zatechka 


started one game 
in 1991, Raiola 
started the last 
two in 1998, at left 
guard. He settled 
in at center in the 
spring, succeed- 
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Jay Runty 


ing Josh Heskew. Raiola was cred- 
ited with 76 “pancake” blocks, 
including double figures in four 
games. Despite his youth, he is an 
emotional leader in the line and 
likely will be an honors candidate. 

He was a finalist for the “Lifter 
of the Year Award” presented in 
the spring. Among other things, he 
added more than 10 pounds of 
lean muscle mass during winter 
conditioning. 

He also handles the deep snap- 
ping. 


#16 Jay Runty 
Quarterback 

6-0, 205, Jr. 
Elkhorn, Neb. 

Runty was in what he described 
as a “dogfight” with senior Jeff 
Perino for a backup position in the 
spring. During winter conditioning, 
he added 10 pounds of muscle 
while dropping his time in the 40- 
yard dash from 4.73 to 4.65 sec- 
onds, evidence of his determina- 
tion. “I think Jeff and Jay have 
similar assets,” said quarterbacks 
coach Turner Gill. “Probably their 
biggest asset is throwing the foot- 
ball.” 


Runty has yet to throw a pass in 
a game. He's played in only seven 
in two seasons. He had impressive 
passing statistics in the spring, 
however. In two major scrimmages 
and the Red-White game, he com- 
pleted 14-of-22 for 184 yards, with 
one interception. “We'll just have 
to see how it works out,” Gill said. 
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#66 Jon Rutherford 
Left Guard 
6-3, 295, Soph. 
Midwest City, Okla. 
Rutherford, 
who played in 
only four games 
last season but 
saw enough 
action to earn a 
letter, had a solid 
spring and will go 
into the fall as the 
third guard, back- 
ing up senior 


James Sherman and junior Russ 
Hochstein. He is the Cornhuskers’ 
eighth scholarship recruit from 
Oklahoma since 1988. 

The late Victor Stachmus is 
believed to have been the first. 


#65 Jason Schwab 
Right Tackle 
6-1, 300, Sr. 
Eagan 
(Cretin-Derham Hall), Minn. 
The steady Schwab earned All- 
Big 12 honorable mention from the 
conference coaches. He was the 
only Cornhusker offensive lineman 
to start every game last season, 
finishing third on the team in “pan- 
cake” blocks with 79. His career- 
high was 12 against California. As 
with the other linemen, Schwab 
was determined to get better in the 
spring. “We have improved 
strength and we have improved 
timing,” offensive line coach Milt 
Tenopir said. “I think we improved 
as finishers, too.” 


#4 Scott Shanle 
Strongside Linebacker 
6-2, 225, Fr. 

St. Edward, Neb. 

Shanle, a walkon from St. 
Edward, Neb., attracted attention 
in the Red-White game, making 
four tackles, including two quarter- 
back sacks for losses totaling 18 
yards. With seniors Brian Shaw 
and Tony Ortiz handling strongside 
linebacker, there’s not much 
opportunity this season. But Coach 
Frank Solich is already looking to 
the future at all of the linebacking 
positions. And Shanle could figure 
in. 


#46 Brian Shaw 
Strongside Linebacker 

6-1, 220, Sr. 

Deweese (Sandy Creek), 
Neb. 

Shaw again will alternate with 
senior Tony Ortiz, who missed the 
final week of spring practice 
because of a sprained medial col- 
lateral ligament. He's experienced, 
starting the first 
four games last 
season as well as 
eight games dur- 
ing the 1997 
national champi- 
onship season. He 
made 39 tackles a 
year ago, includ- 
ing four for losses 
totaling 11 yards. 
Early in his career, he was consid- 
ered better against the run while 
Ortiz was better in passing situa- 
tions. Now “Brian is very strong in 
coverage,” said linebackers coach 
Craig Bohl. “I don't know if we can 
say one is the run guy and one is 
the pass guy anymore.” 


#63 James Sherman 
Left Guard 
6-4, 295, Sr. 
LaVerne (Whittier), Calif. 
Sherman, among the strongest 
offensive line- 
men, was silent 
through most of 
the spring, prefer- 
ring to focus on 
getting better. 
"We feel we have 
improved all 
spring,” he told 
the Lincoln 
Journal Star just 
before the Red-White game. “We 
feel we made a lot of the right 
moves in winter conditioning, and 
we're all stronger, faster and better 
blockers.” He was a finalist for the 
“Lifter of the Year Award,” 
irrefutable evidence of his dedica- 
tion. He gained 14 pounds of lean 
muscle mass during winter condi- 
tioning. 


#56 Jeremy Slechta 
Defensive Tackle 

6-6, 280, Soph. 

LaVista (Papillion-LaVista), 
Neb. 

Slechta was among three true 
freshmen who played last season. 
The others were cornerback Keyuo 
Craver and defensive tackle Jason 
Lohr. He played in nine games, 
including the Holiday Bowl, and 
was credited with nine tackles, 
including three for losses of 11 


Erwin Swiney 


yards and one 
sack. His height is 
a bonus in rush- 
ing the passer, 
and he’s still gain- 
ing weight. 
Playing for Coach 
Gene Suhr at 
Papillion-LaVista, 
Neb., High facili- 
tated his transi- 
tion. “A lot of our program at 
Papillion was based on what they 
do here,” he said. 


#92 Justin Smith 
Rush End 
6-4, 250, Fr. 
Sherman, Texas 

Smith might have had an 
opportunity to play as a true fresh- 
man if not for a shoulder injury in 
fall camp. Because of the shoulder 
problem, he’s a little behind some 
of the 


other 
young rush ends, 
according to 
defensive coor 
nator Charlie 
McBride. “But 
he’s a player,” 
McBride said. “I 
mean, there's no 
question he’s 


going to play. 
Whether it’s this year or not, | don’t 
know. But he'll play.” 


Smith was outstanding in the 
Red-White game. He was credited 
with a game-high eight tackles, 
including three for losses totaling 
14 yards and two quarterback 
sacks. 


#34 Randy Stella 


Weakside Linebacker 
6-0, 205, Soph. 


Omaha (Benson), Neb. 
Probably the only thing stand- 
ing in the way of Stella’s seeing 
considerable playing time this sea- 
son is the fact that seniors Eric 
Johnson and 
Julius Jackson 
are at the posi- 
tion, But Stella 
has the ability to 
be a star. 
Defensive coordi- 
nator Charlie 
McBride said he 
wanted to see 
what Stella could ™ 
do in the spring, and “| found out 
quick. They'd (opponents) better 
never have a tackle blocking him 
alone. He (the tackle) won't do it. | 
don’t care if he’s a pro tackle; he’s 
not going to get it done. He (Stella) 
can fly.” 


#16 Erwin Swiney 

Left Cornerback 

6-0, 185, Jr. 

Lincoln (Northeast), Neb. 
Swiney has started 23 consecu- 

tive games, including two bowls, 

after taking over 

for the departed 

Jerome Peterson 

as a true fresh- 

man on the 1997 

national champi- 

onship team. He 

was the team's 

fifth-leading tack- 

ler last season, 

with 61, including 

32 unassisted and four for losses 

of 16 yards. He was credited with 

two quarterback sacks and 13 pass 

breakups, which would have tied 

the school single-season record 

had Ralph Brown not broken it 

with two breakups in the Kansas 

State game. 

Swiney was bothered in the 

spring by a recurrent abdominal 

injury. 


#90 Tony Tata 

Middle Linebacker 

6-1, 240, Fr. 

Honolulu (St. Louis), Hawaii 
Tata is among several redshirt- 

ed freshmen from the 1998 schol- 

arship recruiting class who could 

contribute in the fall. Among oth- 
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ers not mentioned elsewhere are 
offensive lineman Matt Shook, I- 
back Dahrran Diedrick, defensive 
tackle Jon 
Clanton and tight 
ends Jon Bowling 
and Aaron 
Golliday. 

|-back DeAntae 
Grixby and offen- 
sive lineman Nate 
Kolterman also 
would have had 
an opportunity to 
play had they not suffered injuries 
during the spring. “When you go 
through it (the class), most guys 
have already displayed what you 
want to see,” said Coach Frank 
Solich, “That's a strong class.” 


bis Wilson Thomas 

jit End 
4 "5, 210, Fr. 

Omaha (North), Neb. 

Developing depth at split end 
behind junior Matt Davison is a pri- 
ority for receivers 
coach Ron Brown. 

Thomas was 

among those 

competing with 

junior Tom 

Beveridge and 

senior Craig 

Fischer, both 

walkons, in the 

spring. Thomas 

has height and athletic ability. His 
speed is sufficient. “He’s not a 
great blazer, but he is a guy who’s 
going to get bigger and stronger 
and faster as time goes on,” 
Brown said. 

Thomas improved as a blocker 
in the spring. “It sure helps me 
when a guy comes in that young 
who's saying: ‘I need to block, and 
| want to do a great job of it,’ " said 
Brown. 


#83 Kyle Vanden Bosch 
Left Rush End 
6-4, 270, Jr. 
Larchwood 
(W. Lyon Community), lowa 
Vanden Bosch, Chad Kelsay’s 
backup on the left 
side last season, 
succeeds Mike 
Rucker as the 
starter on the 
right side. He won 
the team’s "Lifter 
of the Year 
Award" after 
being a finalist 
the previous year, 
improving in the pro agility run 
(4.07 seconds) and the vertical 
jump (34.5 inches). 
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“We believe Kyle is gong to be 
a tremendous player for us. He’s 
shown signs of that early in his 
career,” said Coach Frank Solich. 
“He's got everything needed to be 
a great football player. He’s got 
size. He's got strength. He’s smart. 
And he’s tremendously aggres- 
sive.” 

Defensive coordinator Charlie 
McBride compares Vanden Bosch 
to former Cornhusker All-American 
Jared Tomich, who now plays for 
the NFL’s New Orleans Saints. 


#9 Mark Vedral 
Weakside Linebacker 
5-11, 210, Soph. 
Gregory, S.D. 

Vedral earned a letter playing in 
six games last season, primarily on 
special teams. He played well in 
the spring, finishing with a six- 
tackle performance in the Red- 
White game. Barring injuries, 
seniors Eric Johnson and Julius 
Jackson will handle most of the 
weakside linebacker duties this 
season. But there will be plenty of 
opportunity at the position a year 
from now, and Vedral could work 
into the mix. 


#58 Dave Volk 
Left Tackle 


6-5, 295, Soph. 

Battle Creek, Neb. 

Volk is the latest to represent 
tiny Battle Creek, 
Neb., at Nebraska. 
Among the others 
have been offen- 
sive lineman Matt 
Hoskinson (1995- 
97), wide receiver 
Robb Schnitzler 
(1984-86) and 
place-kicker Craig 
Schnitzler (1987). 
Volk played in 
every game as a backup last sea- 
son and emerged from the spring 
as the No. 3 tackle, backing up 
seniors Adam Julch and Jason 
Schwab. During spring practice, he 
gained valuable experience work- 
ing with the first unit in place of 
Julch, who was held out because 
of injuries. 


#25 Joe Walker 

Rover 

5-10, 195, Jr. 

Arlington (Lamar), Texas 
Walker missed spring practice 

because of a torn left ACL suffered 

in practice for the Holiday Bowl 

game. He had additional surgery in 

May and his status is questionable. 


In addition to playing both safety 
positions, he is the returning 
starter at nickel back and an out- 
standing kick returner. He tied an 
NCAA record by returning a kick- 
off, a punt and an 
interception for 
touchdowns last 
season. 

He made 50 
tackles, including 
22 unassisted 
and five for loss- 
es. He _ also 
increased his 
career intercep- 
tion total to five with three in 1998. 
Prior to coming to Nebraska, team- 
mate Keyuo Craver said, he had 
never heard of Joe Walker, who is 
“probably the greatest athlete on 
the team.” 

Now Craver says Walker "is 
going to be the man. He’s going to 
be the player of the 90s.” 


#96 Steve Warren 
Nosetackle 
6-1, 315, Sr. 
Springfield (Kickapoo), Mo. 
Warren is among a relative 
handful of players who have gone 
through without redshirting. He 
started the first 
six games last(E 
season, _ then|| 
backed up Jason 
Wiltz, who was 
moved from tack- 
le to nosetackle. 
Warren was cred- 
ited with 26 tack- 
les and proved 
effective as a 
pass rusher. He 
had seven quarterback hurries, two 
of which caused interceptions, and 
he broke up four passes. 

He was bothered by back 
spasms, which caused him to miss 
two games last season. But he held 
up in the spring and will j join junior 
Loran Kaiser to give the 
Cornhuskers an experienced interi- 
or. 


#95 J.P. Wichmann 
Rush end 
6-4, 220, So. 
Shawnee (Mission NW), Kan. 
Wichmann’s biggest problem is 
he plays a position with consider- 
able depth. His speed is 
comparable to that of former 
Cornhusker All-American Jim 
Skow, according to defensive coor- 
dinator 
Charlie McBride. Skow was a tackle 
in the 5-2 base defense Nebraska 
used at the time. 


Shevin Wiggins 


#5 Shevin Wiggins 
Wingback 

5-11, 200, Sr. 

Palmetto (Manatee), Fla. 

Wiggins learned just before the 
Red-White game that his appeal to 
the NCAA had been accepted and 
he would get an additional season 
of eligibility. “We went from a tal- 
ented, inexperienced group to a 
talented, experi- 
enced group,” 
said a pleased 
receivers coach 
Ron Brown. 

Wiggins alter- 
nated with Lance 
Brown, starting 
four games last 
season. He was \ 
second to junior 
split end Matt Davison in recep- 
tions with 22 for 326 yards and one 


touchdown. Seven of the recep- 
tions, for a career-high 97 yards 
and the touchdown, were against 
California, an indication of his big- 
game potential (as if his contribu- 
tion to Davison’s miracle catch at 
Missouri in 1997 weren't suffi- 
cient). 

He also is an outstanding punt 
and kickoff returner. 


#81 Aaron Wills 
Rush end 

6-2, 250, Sr. 

Omaha (Burke) 

Wills lettered as a tight end as a 
redshirted freshman in 1996, but 
he has found a home at rush end, 
where he backed up Mike Rucker 
on the right side last season. He 
plays the left side now. He some- 
times is overlooked, with much of 
the attention focused on Kyle 


Vanden Bosch, the other starter. 
The two are friends and have a 
work ethic in common. “I know if | 
bring up a suggestion of some- 
thing extra to do, 
they‘re off and 
running with it,” 
said rush ends 
coach Nelson 
Barnes. 
Vanden Bosch, 
the team’s “Lifter 
of the Year,” 
credits Wills for 
helping him win 
the award. “He just kind of took me 
in as a freshman,” Vanden Bosch 
said. “I was kind of young, and he 
showed me just what to do in the 
weight room. Ever since, he’s been 
kind of my best friend on the 
team.” 


#87 Tracey Wistrom 
Tight End 

6-5, 220, So. 

Webb City, Mo. 

Wistrom comes by his tenacity 
naturally. It's a result of growing 
up with two older brothers: 
Chance, the high school football 
coach in Seneca, Mo., and Grant, 
the former Cornhusker All- 
American rush end who now plays 
for the NFL's St. Louis Rams. "I 
think that kind of 
comes with the 
territory," 
Wistrom _ said. 
“You saw what 
Grant was like; he 
came in and 
played rush end 
here at 220 
pounds, which 
wasn't really 
heard of. | think it’s just something 
that runs in the family. My dad 
instilled it in us. 

“Sometimes you're going to be 
beat. But hopefully most of the 
time you'll come out on top.” 

Grant, of course, was consider- 
ably bigger by the time he finished 
at Nebraska. Tracey also expects to 
bulk up before he’s done. In the 
mean time, he'll hold his own with 
technique and the tenacity. 


#20 Wes Woodward 
Rover 

5-8, 180, So. 

Omaha (Burke) 

Woodward, from Burke High 
School in Omaha, is in many ways 
the definitive walkon. He compen- 
sates for his lack of size with 
aggressiveness and a willingness 
to contribute in whatever way he 
can. He is a backup cornerback, but 
he earned a letter as a member of 
the kickoff coverage team. 
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BIG 12 CO 
1999? 


Could we see a 
rematch of 
1997 when 
Dec. 4 rolls 

around? 


(tj 


REPORT Ss 


NFERENCE 


NORTH 


OoqkhQnN = 


Nebraska... here come the Huskers, again 
Colorado ... new coach, Rocky Mountain high 
Kansas State ... don't count out the cats 
Missouri ... dominating defense, so-so offense 
lowa State ... been down so long, it looks like up 
Kansas ... tough times in Lawrence 


SOUTH 


OgahaWnh = 


Texas A&M... two ina row for the Aggies 
Oklahoma State ... canbe a contender 
Texas. ... come back Shane, or rather, Ricky 
Texas Tech .. .wouid be better with depth 
Oklahoma ... how the mighty have fallen 


Baylor . . . just another roadside attraction 


emember the Alamodome? 

The Big 12 football champi- 

onship game was played there 

two seasons ago. Actually, it 
wasn’t much of a game. Nebraska 
overran Texas A&M 54-16. 

The Cornhuskers scored on seven 
consecutive possessions and led 37-3 at 
halftime. 

Ah, those were the good old days 
for Nebraska ... 

OK. That was only the 
before last. But the Cornhuskers didn’t 
play for the Big 12 championship in 
1998, so it probably seems like a long 
time ago to Nebraska fans, who have 
grown accustomed to watching their 
team compete for the conference and 
national titles. 

Prior to last season, the 
Cornhuskers had won or shared every 
conference title but one since 1990. 
And that one was in 1996, when they 
lost to Texas in the first Big 12 playoff 
at St. Louis. 

The loss knocked Nebraska out of a 
national championship game in the 
Sugar Bowl. 

Last season, Kansas State represent- 
ed the North Division in St. Louis, and 
suffered an upset loss against Texas 
A&M that knocked the Wildcats out of 
a national championship game in the 
Fiesta Bowl. 

A pattern seems to be developing in 
St. Louis. But maybe it won't hold in 
San Antonio. Maybe this Big 12 cham- 
pion will advance to the Bowl 
Championship Series title game in the 
Sugar Bowl on Jan. 4, 2000. 

But we’re getting ahead of our- 
selves, Predicting which Big 12 teams 
will advance to the Alamodome is dif- 
ficult enough, much less whether 
either will be in contention for the 
national title by then. 

Having said that, there’s a good 
chance Nebraska and defending cham- 
pion Texas A&M will be in San 
Antonio on Dec. 4, for a rematch of the 
first Big 12 playoff there in 1997, as 
well as a rematch of their regula 
son game at Lincoln on Nov. 
something that has yet to happen. 

The Aggies already have admitted 
to looking ahead to the Nebras 
game. The Cornhuskers, who lost at 
College Station, Texas, last season, are 
just looking to get back into the title 
chase. 

An A&M-Nebraska game for the 
conference title would have a kind of 
symmetry. The Cornhuskers were in 
the first and second Big 12 playoffs. 
The Aggies were in the second and 
third. 

Neither is a lock, however. A&M 
will be challenged by Oklahoma State 


season 


c— 
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And then there was one | 


While Ricky Williams, the Heisman Trophy winner from Texas 


(right), has moved on to the NFL, Texas Tech’s Ricky Wi 


ms 
(above) returns for his junior season. They finished 1-2 in the Big 12 
in rushing (the Longhorns’ Williams No. 1 in the nation) last season. 


in the South Division, and Nebraska is 
among four teams with realistic 
chances of winning the North 
Division. 

The others are Colorado, last year’s 
winner Kansas State and Missouri 

In fact, the only teams that probably 
could be written off as conference title 
contenders going into the season are 
Oklahoma and Baylor in the South and 
Iowa State and Kansas in the North. 

No offense, but those four teams 
probably don’t have the firepower to 
get the job done. 

Plus, “when you haven't won, your 
confidence level is so fragile. It takes 
some winning and good times for kids 
to understand what you're talking 
about,” Iowa State Coach Dan 
McCarney said. 

Oklahoma and Baylor hired new 


coaches with conference roots in hopes 
of enjoying the good times that come 
with winning. The Sooners attracted 
Bobby Stoops, where he was Steve 
Spurrier’s defensive coordinator at 
Florida, and the Bears got Kevin Steele 
from the NFL’s Carolina Panthers. 

Stoops was an assistant at Kansas 
State, Steele at Nebraska. 

The conference’s other new head 
coach is Gary Barnett, who bought out 
of a long-term contract at 
Northwestern to return to Colorado, 
where he was an assistant to Bill 
McCartney during the time (1989-91) 
when the Buffaloes won or shared 
three consecutive Big Eight titles. 

With the arrival of Stoops, Steele 
and Barnett, half the conference head 
coaches have been replaced in the last 
three years. Spike Dykes, with 12 years 


at Texas Tech, is the dean of Big 12 
football coaches, followed by A&M's 
Slocum and Kansas State’s Snyder, 
both with 10 seasons. 

The conference will be hard- 
pressed to duplicate its success in 1998, 
after producing Heisman Trophy win- 
ner Ricky Williams of Texas, as well as 
runner-up Michael Bishop of Kansas 
State (the Davey O’Brien Award win- 
ner), and Lombardi Award winner Dat 
Nguyen of A&M, 

Seven Big 12 teams played in bow! 
games, and five were ranked in the 
final Top 25. 

In addition, Texas had the nation’s 
consensus No. 1 recruiting class, with 
A&M not far behind. 

Williams, Bishop and Nguyen are 
gone, as is Missouri's Devin West, who 


was third in the Big 12 and fifth in the 
nation in rushing, and Corby Jones, the 
Tigers’ versatile quarterback. 

But another Ricky Williams, this 
one from Texas Tech, returns to lead a 
group of talented running backs, capa- 
ble of giving the conference a sixth 
consecutive NCAA rushing champion 

Tech's Williams was fourth in the 
nation in rushing, with 1,582 yards 
and 13 touchdowns. 

Others among the Big 12’s top 10 
rushers returning are Darren Davis of 
lowa State, David Winbush of Kansas, 
Nathan Simmons of Oklahoma State, 
Dante Hall of Texas A&M and Correll 
Buckhalter of Nebraska. De’Mond 
Parker of Oklahoma opted to submit 
his name for the NFL draft. 

The preponderance of talented run- 


ning backs underscores the premium 
placed on being able to move the ball 
on the ground — and defending 
— in the conference. 

vas the case last season, perhaps 
to an even greater degree, the Big 12 
will be defense-oriented. Five confer- 
ence teams ranked in the nation’s top 
13 in total defense, led by Kansas State, 
which was third, Eight starters return 
from that defense, five of whom were 
first- or second-team all-conference. 

The five are end Darren Howard, 
the Big 12 sacks leader, tackle Damion 
MelIntosh, linebacker Mark Simoneau 
and defensive backs Jarrod Cooper 
and Lamar Chapman. 

The Wildcat offense must be 
rebuilt, however, around junior quar- 
terback Jonathan Beasley, whom 
Snyder redshirted last season, taking a 
chance that Bishop would stay healthy. 

Snyder must fashion an offensive 
line with starters returning at just two 
positions and find help for receiver 
Aaron Lockett. He also must compen- 
sate for the loss of four assistants. 

The biggest concern at Nebraska is 
keeping front-line players healthy. 

Among potential Cornhusker 
starters who missed most or all of 
spring practice were quarterback 
Bobby Newcombe, I-backs DeAngelo 
Evans and Dan Alexander, offensive 
tackle Adam Julch, weakside line- 
backer Eric Johnson and nickel back- 
kick returner Joe Walker. 

Newcombe will compete with Eric 
Crouch for the starting job in the fall. 

Nebraska's strength looks to be its 
defense, which is two-deep at line- 
backer and has a veteran secondary, 
headed up by All-America candidates 
Ralph Brown and Mike Brown. 

Barnett has installed a West Coast, 
control-passing offense, which should 
suit quarterback Mike Moschetti and a 
receiving corps that includes Javon 
Green and Marcus Stiggers. 

The Buffaloes have a massive offen- 
sive line, led by Ryan Johanningmeier 
and Brad Bedell. What they don’t 
have, or at least haven't had anyway, 
isa consistent running attack. 

Colorado's defense features outside 
linebacker Fred Jones and cornerbacks 
Damen Wheeler and Ben Kelly, who 
also is a big-play threat as a kick 
returner and played wide receiver in 
the spring. 

Missouri, like Kansas State, is 
loaded on defense but its offense is 
suspect. 

End Justin Smith, who regularly is 
compared to former Nebraska All- 
American and Lombardi Award win- 
ner Grant Wistrom, and big-play line- 
backer Jamonte Robinson lead the way 
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on defense. 

Based on spring practice, the Tigers 
might alternate quarterbacks Jim 
Dougherty and Kirk Farmer, who will 
operate behind a rebuilt line that 
includes center Rob Riti, an All- 
America candidate. 

lowa State could escape the North 
division cellar. The Cyclones have 
depth behind Davis at I-back, quality 
pass receivers in Damion Groce and 
Chris Anthony and veteran linemen. 
Their quarterback will be unproven, 
however, whether Sage Rosenfels or 
junior college transfer Derrick Walker. 

In order for the Cyclones to be suc- 
cessful, however that is to be defined, 
they'll have to shore up a defense that 
has been among the nation’s worst the 
last couple of seasons. 

The same is true for Kansas, which 
lost at Iowa State in the final game of 
1998 to share the North Division cellar. 
The Jayhawks also could rely on a 
junior college quarterback, Dylen 
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Smith, to get the ball to some quality 
receivers or a talented tailback tandem 
of Winbush and Mitch Bowles. 

Kansas will need to develop a 
defense if it is to avoid the North cel- 
lar. 

Defending conference champion 
A&M has the big-game experience, 
and success, of last season as well as 18 
returning starters to earn the favorite’s 
role going into 1999, 

Quarterback Randy McCown, the 
Aggies’ offensive leader, has swift 
receivers, and two big running backs 
in Tiki Hardeman and Ja’Mar Toombs 
as well as Hall, who rushed for 1,024 
yards. 

Two offensive linemen return, 
including sophomore Seth McKinney. 

The Aggies lost only three defen- 
sive starters. But the three were 
Nguyen, strong safety Rich Coady and 
outside linebacker Warrick Holdman. 
Cornerback Jason Webster and nose 
tackle Ron Edwards are among those 


who return from a unit that ranked 
10th nationally in total defense and 
scoring defense. 

A&M also has an All-America can- 
didate in punter Shane Lechler. 

Oklahoma State’s chances of chal- 
lenging A&M in the South Division 
depend on quarterback Tony Lindsay, 
who was inconsistent as a sophomore 
after an outstanding freshman season. 

He'll operate behind a line 
anchored by Adam Davis, in a back- 
field that includes Simmons, who 
underwent off-season knee surgery, 
and proven backup Jamaal Fobbs 

Even with Davis, however, the line 
is something of an unknown quantity. 

The Cowboys’ defense will be typi- 
cally hard-hitting, led by linebackers 
Kenyatta Wright and Tarrell Knauls. It 
also could include much-publicized 
freshman Chris Massey 

Texas has a much-publicized fresh- 
man in quarterback Chris Simms, but 
he isn’t likely to unseat sophomore 


In hi 


‘st year at Texas, Mack 
Brown led the Longhorns to a 9- 
3 season, including a wii 

Lincoln (above). And, Kansas 
State’s Bill Snyder (right) finally 


got a win against Nebraska and 
was named National Coach of 
the Year. 


Major Applewhite, whose passing 

be the basis of the Longhorn offense in 
the post-Williams era, With Wane 
McGarrity gone, Applewhite’s prima- 
ry receiver is Kwame Cav: 

The defense, which features end 
Aaron Humphrey and tackles Cedric 
Woodard and Casey Hampton, will 
need to support the Longhorns while 
the offense develops. 

The “other Williams” is Tech’s pri- 
mary offensive weapon. He'll run 
behind a line that includes massive 
tackle Jonathan “The House” Gray as 
well as two other returning starter: 
The Red Raiders also have the Big 12’s 
best tight end in Kyle Allamon, who 
will play a bigger role as a receiver. 


End Taurus Rucker succeeds the 
departed Montae Reagor as the leader 
of a unit that ranked third in the con- 
ference and eighth nationally in total 
defense last season. 

Oklahoma will come out throwing 
under Stoops, who hired former 
Kentucky and Brigham Young as: 
tant Mike Leach as his offensive coor- 
dinator and recruited quarterback John 
Heupel from Snow Junior College, 
where he passed for 2,308 yards and 28 
touchdowns last season. 

Stoops also is trying to install an 
aggressive defense similar to the one 
that was successful for him at Florida. 
The problem is, he doesn’t have the 
wealth of talent he had there. 


teele did a lot of shuffling during 
spring practice as he tackled the chal- 
lenge of resurrecting a program that 
ranked last in the conference in both 
total offense and total defense last sea- 
son. His blueprint has been shaped by 
what he learned while he was an assis- 
tant at Nebraska. 

He even hired former Cornhu 
quarterback Tommie Frazier as an 
assistant. 

That the Bears won't be represent- 
ing the South Division in the Big 12 
playoff at the Alamodome in San 
Antonio on Dec. 4 is among the few 
certainties about the upcoming season. 

A&M and Nebraska could be there. 
But much will happen before then. ll 
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New Coach 


Gary Barnett, Colorado 

Age: 53 
Replaced: Rick Neuheisel 
Record as college head coach: 43-56-2 
Education: University of Missouri, 1969. 
Master's, Missouri, 1971. 

Coaching experience 
Head coach, Northwestern, 1992-1998 
Assistant coach, Colorado, 1984-1991 
Head coach, Fort Lewis College, 1982-83 


Kevin Steele, Baylor 


Age: 41 
Replaced: Dave Roberts 
Record as college head coach: 0-0 
Education: University of Tennessee, 1981. 
Coaching experience 
Assistantc coach, Carolina Panthers, 1995-1998 
Assistant coach, Nebraska, 1989-1995 
Assistant coach, Tennessee, 1987-1989 
Assistant coach, Oklahoma State, 1984-1987 
Assistant coach, New Mexico State, 1983-1984 
Asistant coach, Tennessee, 1981-1983 


Bob Stoops, Oklahoma 


Age: 38 

Replaced: John Blake 

Record as college head coach: 0-0 

Education: University of lowa, 1983. 
Coaching experience 

Assistant coach, Florida, 1996-1998 

Assistant coach, Kansas State, 1989-1995 

Assistant coach, Kent State, 1988 

Assistant coach, lowa, 1983-1987 


84 JUNE/JULY 1899 


Colorado 


@ Colo. St.** 
San Jose St, 
Kansas 


@ Washington 


Missouri 
@ Texas Tech 
@ lowa St. 
Oklahoma 
@ Kansas St. 
@ Baylor 


@ Nebraska 


1999 BIG 12 SCHEDULES 


Dp 


@ Boston Coll. 
UNLV 
@ Oklahoma 
Texas 
North Texas 


@ Texas A&M. 


Texas Tech 
@ Kansas St. 
@ Kansas 
Colorado 


Oklahoma St. 


‘Eddie Robinson Classic 


**Thhursday, Sept. 2 


lowa State 


Indiana St.*** 
lowa 
@UNLV 


Kansas St. 


@ Nebraska 
@ Missouri 
Colorado 
Texas 
@ Texas Tech 
Oklahoma 
@ Kansas 


™ 
ie 


Oklahoma 


Indiana St. 
Baylor 
@ Louisville 
@ Notre Dame 


Texas**** 


Texas A&M 
@ Colorado 
Missouri 
@lowa St. 
@ Texas Tech 
Oklahoma St. 


Kansas 


@ Notre Dame* 


CS-Northridge 
@ Colorado 
San Diego St. 
SMU 
@ Kansas St. 
@ Texas A&M 
Missouri 
Nebraska 
Baylor 
@ Oklahoma St. 


lowa St. 


Oklahoma State 


SW Louisiana 
Tulsa 


@ Miss. St. 


@ Nebraska 


Texas Tech 


Kansas St. 
@ Texas A&M 
Texas 


Kansas 


@ Baylor 


@ Oklahoma 


Kansas State 


UTEP 
Texas 
@ lowa St. 
@ Texas 
Kansas 
Utah St. 
@ Oklahoma St. 
Baylor 
Colorado 
@ Nebraska 
@ Missouri 


Texas 
N. Carolina St.*** 
Stanford 
@ Rutgers 
Rice 
@ Baylor 
Kansas St. 


Oklahoma**** 


Nebraska 
@ lowa St. 
@ Oklahoma St. 


Texas Tech 


@ Texas A&M***** 


***Hlack Coaches Association Classic ***Cotton Bows! * Dallas, Texas 


yy, 


@ 


Missouri 


W. Michigan 
Nebraska 
@ Memphis 
@ Colorado 
lowa St. 
@ Kansas 
Texas Tech 
@ Oklahoma 
Texas A&M 
@ Kansas St. 


si 


Texas A&M 


Nebraska 


@ lowa 
California 
So. Miss. 
@ Missouri 
Oklahoma St. 


lowa St. 


@ Texas 
@ Kansas 
Texas A&M 


Kansas St. 


@ Colorado 


f 


Texas Tech 


@ Louisiana Tech @ Arizona St. 


Tulsa 
North Texas 
@ Texas Tech 
Baylor 
Kansas 
@ Oklahoma 
Oklahoma St. 
@ Nebraska 
@ Missouri 


Texas***** 


e*riday, Nov. 26 


North Texas 
@ SW Louisiana 
Texas A&M 
@ Oklahoma St. 
Colorado 
@ Baylor 
@ Missouri 
lowa St. 

@ Texas 


Oklahoma 
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rth year, the Big 1 
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ship Game returns to the Alamodome. 


In Review 
1998 Season 
FINAL STANDINGS | 


woeoksoPCT. «PF PA YW OL ae PF OPA Insight.Com Bow! 
North Division West \ irginia 
KansasState 8 0 1.000 342 110 J 11 2 846 610 197 
Nebraska S$ 3 62 210 139 | 9 4 692 403 206 
Missouri s 3 625 214 160 8 4 667 334 236 
Colorado 4 4 500 155 169 8 4 667 302 253 
Kansas 1 7 425 155 269 | 4 7 364 280 341 
lowa State 1 ef 126 135 288 3 8 273° 221 328 
South 
Texas A&M 7 1 87 191 112 $11 3 786 335 214 
Texas 6 2 (750 243 220 | 9 3 750 437 357 
Texas Tech 4 4 500 198 189 7 5 583 315-255 i Sta’ 
caters 3b BB] $B  Guqkemmeemront 
Oklahoma 5 3751 4 . “State ‘| 
Baylor 1 7 1125 142 9 182195 Ohio State:24, Texas A&M 1 


TEAM STATISTICS 


— pa girth 


AVG 1D 

1. NU (6) § td es ays % ihe 1. KSU (10) 8 aS bd 27 3 ‘eo 
. ) 11 546-2552 4.728 232.0 2. NU (16) 120 «466 «1402—:«3 B18 
KSU (12) 120 «571 «269947 42 224.9 3 TT 11 454 1308 2.9 uv 118.9 
4. OSU (19) on 0 22494 26 204.5 4. OSU (20) 14 409° 1374 3.2 14 119.5 
8. UT (21) 444-2246 5.1 30 2048.2 5. OU (21) 11 429 31001200 121.1 
6. TT (24) 535° 22194117 201.7 6. A&M (22) 13° 497° «1582 3.21 121.7 
7. OU (34) 1204527) 2017 38 10 183.4 7 UT (45) 465 1578 «3.4 19 143.5 
. A&M (54) 130 «694 1985 3.3. 21 162.7 8. CU (49) 11 460 1623 3.6. 16 147.5 
(60) 11 428 «(1638 «3819 9 9, MU (63) 110 451-1761 3912 160.1 
10. ISU (81) 1 394 «1417 3614 128.8 10. BAY (98) 11 490 5 4B 25 214.1 
11. CU (88) 11 4530 (1355 3.010 123.2 11, ISU (103) 1 621-2431 4.7 27) 221.0 
12. BAY (99) 1 43912182614 110.8 12, KU (107) 11 560 «2592 4.6 32 235.6 

PASSING OFFENSE PASS EFFICIENCY DEFENSE 
G AT CP IT PCT YDS YPA TD YPG G ATT CMP YDS TD INT PTS 
1. UT(19) 11 318 188 12 59.1 2931 9.2 19 2665 | 1. CU 11290138 91.9 
2. KSU(23) 12 316 179 5 566 3043 96 23 2536 | 2. KSU(9) 12-326 «141 2081 «15——«16-:101.2 
3. ISU(58) 11 365 18321 50.1 2275 62 14 2068 3. A&M (15) 13° 374 «208 «2179 «10 «15 «(105.4 
(65) 2230 7.8 15 2027 | 4. MU (27) 11 «270 «155 1686 «= 813-1100 
2226 7:3 15 2024 | 5. OU 1 265125 12° 9 1103 
1879 7.0 9 170.8 6. KU (33) 11 (239-123-1670 120 191.2 
1831 63 4 1665 | 7. NU (34) 12° 347° «174:«-2362)«13,—14«*111.6 
1783 7.2 10 1621 | 8. TT (39) 11-256 «125 1827, «10 «10-1139 
2071 7.9 15 159.3 . BA’ 110 (291,147: 249913 10: 130.5 
7 1874 7.6 7 1312 | 10. OSU (80) 11 285 147-2315 1914 132.0 
88 1 1298 69 9 1180 | 11. UT (92) 295 153. 24: 200-7 «1387 
2 1209 66 9 109.9 | 12. ISU (95) Mm 2 126 1983 130 § 141.5 
OTAL OFFENSE Le TOTAL DEFENSE | 
YDS AVG TD YPG PLYS AVG TD YPG 
887 65 65 478.50 1. KSU (3) 12 «7! 3220 4.2 18 268.3 
68 49 470. 2. OU 6) 11 694 «3067 4.421 278.8 
5.4 32 404.45 3. 1148) 1 710 3135 «4.4016 285.0 
55 44 384.92 4. A&M (10) 13° 871-3761 43 21 289.3 
5.1 36 4366.55 5. CU (13) 1 740 «32560 «(4.4 20 296.0 
5.3 37 350.00 6. MU(21) 11721-3447, 4820 313.4 
49 28 7., NU (22) 12, 813 46 21 313.7 
4.7 25 325.55 8.’ OSU (29) 11 694 «3629 5.233 329.9 
5.0 28 © 319.73 9. UT (56) 11-760 «4008 «= 5.3 39 364.4 
47 36 312.00 10. KU (70) 1 799° «4262—«O S40 887.5 
As 19 293.27 11. ISU (86) 1100-751 4414 5.9 40 401.3 
42 18 276.82 12. BAY (101) 1178148 62 441.3 


SCORING OFFENSE 
SCORING DEFENSE 


PAT DXPT 
GPTS AVG TD K P K P FG SF G os avG ny axe OxP FG SF 
4, KSU (1) 12 576 480 73 70 1 0 0 22 0 1. KSU(6) 12 Ay at 0 
2. UT(11) sal 363 49 47 0 0 0 6 1 2. A&M (10) 13 180 Ms 4 13 Oo 15 0 
3. NU (23) 42 383 319 49 47 0 00 4 #O 3. NU(11) 12 183 24 19 1 6 0 
}. OSU (42) 11 303 «27.5 37 32 2 00 «6 O 4. MU(22) 11° 205 1a $ 21 14 4 19 Qo 
5. MU (43) ‘3 273 42 34 100 4 #90 6. CU(24) 11 210 19.1 24 19 1°15 0 
6. TT (46) 110297) «27.0 34 4 00 19 Oo 6. (30) 0 20.0 25 o 16 Qo 
7. (51) 11 280 255 35 28 3 00 12 «OO 7. QU(36) 11 229 208 28 18 2 13 0 
. A&M (55) 13 321 247 39 31 4 0 0 16 0 8. OSU(60)11 296 269 38 3 47 Qo 
(68) 11251 228 «292301 0 0 6 2 9. BAY(81) 11 323 29.4 40 37 3 (12 3 
10. ISU (88) 11 221 201 28 24 100 9 O 10. UT (83) 11 326 29.6 = 42 32 3 12 o 
11. BAY (100) 11 195 17.7 23 19 0 0 O 12 1 11. ISU (85) 11 328 «29.8 43 40 1 8 0 
12, OU (101) 11 184 «16.7 21:16 «0 0 0 4 0 12. KU (92) 117° 341 31.043 41 Oo 14 0 
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INDIVIDUAL LEADERS 


(National rankings in parentheses/ 1998 returners italicized) 


Po CRUSHING RECEIVING YARDS PER GAME 


Player, School, Class (Ranking) = G ATT YDS AVG TD YPG | Piayor, School, Class (Ranking) G CT YOS TD YPG CPG YPC 


1, Ricky Willlams, UT, Sr.(1} 1) 361-2124 5.9 -27—«193.09 1, Wano McGarity, UT, Sr,(20) 11 58 1087-9 = 98.82 5.27 18.74 
2. Ricky Willams, TT, So.(4) 11. «306-1882 5.213-——«143.82_ |Z. Da, McDonald, KSU, Sr.(24) 12 75 1092 9 91.00 6.24 1456 
3. Devin Wost, MU, Sr. (5) W263 1878 8.6 1714345 3. Dannie Hart, TT.Sr.(39) 11 488717 79.18 4.36. 18.15 
4. Darren Davis, \SU, Jt. (22) i 298 1165-407 106.00 Aaron Lockett, KSU,Fr. 12 48 «928 «6 =—77.33 3.67 21.09 
8. De'mond Parker, OU, Jr.(33) 11 208 1077, 83 897.91 Kwame Cavil, UT. So. 11 51 775-3 70.45 4.64 18.20 
6. David Winbush, KU,S0.(45) 1120997847988. » Damian Groce,'SU,J. 11-47-6407 SBIR AQT 13.62 
7. Nathan Simmons, OSU, Jr.(49) 11. 204 93746 585.18 . Morris Andorson,BAY,Sr. 11 37 639° «3 © 98.09 3.36 17.27 
8. Eric Hickson, KSU, Sr. 117 169902539 82.00 Darrin Chiavorini, CU, Sr. 11 52 6305S) «87.27 4.73 12.12 
8, Danto Hall, A&M, Jr. 13 2430-02642 78.77 Chris Colo, ABM, Jr 1338 667 551.31 2.92 17.85 
10, Corrolt Buckhattor, NU,So. 12 142 799-66 868.58 . Javon Green, CU, So. 1139 5394) 49.00 3.55 13.82 
11, Michaol Bishop, KSU, Sr. 12 177 74842 1462.33 | 11. Tormaine Fulton, KU.So. 11 25 803 3 66.73 2.27 20.12 
12. Tony Lindsay, OSU, So. 1 181 693-39 10-8391 | 12. Kone Layman, MU, Jr. 1726 495 245.00 2:36 19.08 
PASSING EFFICIENCY TOTAL OFFENSE 
7 Game} RATING RUSH PASS 


Playor, School, Clase (Ranking) G AT CP PCT | YDS TD PTS | Playor, School, Class (Ranking) G AT YDS AT YDS YDS YPG 
1, Michal Bishop, KSU, Sr.(6) 12 295 164 5559 4 2644 23 159.6 || 1, Michaol Bishop, KSU, Sr. (10) 12 177 748 295 2844 ©3892 299,33 
2, Major Apptowhite, UT, Fr.(18)11 273 168 58.24 11 2453 18 147.4 | 2. Major Applowhito, UT, Fr.(32)11 33-63 273 2863-2390 217.27 


Matt Tittlo, TT, Je. 10 103 85 63.40 961 6 1393 | 3. Todd Bandhauor, ISU, Sr.{48} 11 28 -39 355 2206 2167 197.00 
Mike Moschottl, CU, Jt.(30) 11 276 162 58.70 7 2104 15 135.6 } 4, Ricky Williams, UT, Sr. 11-361 2124 202124 193.09 
1025 «6 (1276 Miko Moschetti, CU, Jr. 11101-55276 2108-2049 186.27 


3. 

4 

8. Randy McCown, A&M, Jr. 12 130 66 50.77 
6. 

?. 


aansera 


Rob Potors, TT, Jr. (44) 10 183 96 52.46 1269 1226 Tony Lindsay, OSU, So. 11-181 S93 196 1482 2035 185.00 
. Corby Jones, MU, S1.(50) 11 178 87 48.88. 1281 120.4 ff 7. Corby Jones, MU, Sr. 11-168 536 178 1281 1817 165.18 
8. Tony Lindsay, OSU, So. 11 196 97 49.49 1442 170 11306 1582001582 143.62 
8. Zac Wogner, KU, Jr. 10 186 91 48.92 1367 11 283-1578 101878 143.45 


10, Todd Bandhauar, ISU, St. 11. 385. 179 50.42 20 2208 1 
11, Jormaine Alfrod, BAY, Jr. 11. 188-97 51.80 7 1268 104.3 | 11. Zac Wegnor, KU, Jr. 10 39 24 186 1367 1343 134.30 
12, Jake Sills, OU, Fr. 1 83 39 4699 6 502 103.2 | 12. Jormaine Alfred, BAY, Jr. 11. 33 -63-«-188--:1268 1205 109.55, 


RECEPTIONS PER GAME SCORING | 


10 105 125 183 1269 1394 139.40 


wn tases 
Fa 
& 


Player, School, Class (Ranking) G CT YDS TD CPG YPC | Player, School, Class (Ranking) TD «XP «FG PTS) «PTPG 
1, Dar. McDonald, KSU, Sr.{19}12 75 1092 9 625 14.56 1. Ricky Williams, UT, Sr. (2) er ee) 0 168 = 15.27 
2, Wane McGarity, UT, Sr.(43) 11 58 1087 9 $27 18.74 2. Martin Gramatica, KSU,Sr.(3} 12 0 9 6922135 114.25 
3. Darrin Chiavorinl, CU, Sr. 11 52 630 5 473 12:12 3. Dovin West, MU, Sr. (9) nw 8 0 108 (9.82 
4. Kwame Cavil, UT, So. 1 81775 a 464 15.20 4. Kels Stockton, UT.So.(18) 110 4616s ES. 
5. Donnie Hart, TT, Sr. 11 4B art 7 436 18.15 8. Krls Brown, NU, Sr. (43) 2 0 «47-18 897.42 
8. Damian Groce, ISU, Jr. 1 47 640 1 427 1362 . Ricky Williams, TT. So. uo BO o 78 (7.09 
7. Chris Anthony,(SU,Fr 1142490 2 382 (1167 7. Michaol Bishop, KSU, Sr. 2 wo 0 84 = 7.00 
8. Aaron Lockett, KSU,Fr. 12 44928 6 367 21.09 2 10) 32S 777.00 
9. Javon Groon, CU, So. 1 39 539 4 358 (13.82 9. . rn ed eS 
10. Morris Andoraon,GAY,Sr. 11 37 639 a 336 17.27 | 10. Joromy Aldrich, CU, Jr. 100) 2 16 70 8.36, 
10. Derek Lagway,BAY,So. 11 37 266 0 336 7.19 | 14. Russel! Bynum, A&M, So. 1300-0 «©3016 786.00 
12. Brand. Thompson, BAY, So. 1133-478 1 300 1448 | 11. Corby Jones, MU, Sr. uo 0 0 66 6.00 


ALL-PURPOSE RUNNERS INTERCEPTIONS 


Player, School, Class (Ranking) GRUN REC PR KO YDS YPG | Player, School, Class (Ranking) G NO YDS wm 1PG 
1. Ricky Williams, UT, Sr.(2) 11 2124 262 «00-2388 21691 | 1. Wado Parkins, MU, Sr. (5) nN 6 129 1 55 
2. Ricky Williams, TT. So.(12} 11 1682 176 0 0 1758 159.82 | 2. Gary Baxter, BAY, So. (37) uo o4 @ 9 36 
3. Dovin Weat, MU, Sr.(16) 11 1878 43,0 0s1621«147.36 | 2. Harald Piersay, MU, Sr. (37) uoo4 2 ° 36 
4, Do'mond Parker, OU, Jr.(33) 11 1077 176 «01981481 131.91 || 2. Bon Kelly, CU, So. 137) noo4 1 0 36 
6. Darron Davis, ISU, Jr.(43) 11 1166 282 «0 =O 1408 128.00 | 2, Cory tvy, OU, Sr. (37) ua ° 9 36 
@. David Winbush,KU,So. 11 974 «7501861995. 108.64 FB. Clint Fintey, NU, So. 9 3 6 1 33 
7. Dante Hall, A&M, Jr. 13 1024 92-28 172«'1316 101.23 | 6. Muhammad Abdul-Rahim, KU. 9 3 5 1 3 
8, Jamaal Fobbs,OSU,So, 10 408 60 0 534 1002 10020 | 8. Brandon Jennings, A&M,J. 13 4 4 0 a 
‘9. Wane McGarity, UT,Sr. 1101087, 01087 98.82 Joa Watker, NU, So. 2 3 68 1 25 
10. Mitch Bowles, KU, Jr. 11438 -2230«O0 377 1038 94.36 Joff Kelly, KSU, Sr. 2 3 8 1 25 
11.Nathan Simmons, OSU, Jr. 11 937 97 0 = -0-—'1034. 94.00 | 14, Rich Coady, A&M, Sr. 33 16 o 23 
12. Erle Hickson, KSU, Sr. 42 902 93-0) 16 1010 91.82 E14. Sodrtek Curry, A&M, Jr. 28 10 0 2B 


OFFENSE DEFENSE 
Ka Darren Howard, Jr., Kansas State 
Texas DE ntae Reag , Texas Tec 
Nebraska (AP) Oklahoma ‘i 
Derek Lew Jus , Missouri ( Defensive 
n Young, Sr., Kans Taurus Rucker, Jr., Texas Tech (C) Player of the Year 
Rob Riti, Jr., Missouri Jeff Kelly, Sr., Kansas State t Nguyen, A&h 
Craig Heimburger, $ Dat Nguyen, Sr., Texas A&M 


Mark Simoneau, Jr., Kansas St. (AP) 


Warrick Holdman, Sr., Texas A&M Defensive 
Ralph Brown, Jr., Nebraska Newcomer of the Year 
State Jarrod Cooper, So., Kansas St. 
uri Harold Piersey, Sr., Missouri 
Ricky Williams, Sr., Texas h Coady, Sr., Texas A&M (AP) 
Martin e 5 Lamar Chapman, Jr., Kansas St. (C) Defensive 
David Allen, So., Kansas St. (AP) Shane Lechler, Jr., Texas A&M Ferme on ene Y oar 
Ben Kelly, So., Colorado (C) David Allen, Jr., Kansas St. - 7 _ 


SELECTING A PRESEASON AIl-BIG 12 FIRST TEAM is difficult because, 
well, there are 12 teams from which to choose, which means there are many 
deserving players who get left off. 

For example, Kansas State free safety Lamar Chapman was a first-team pick by 
the conference coaches and a second-team pick by the Associated Press in 1998. 
Yet he gets left off in favor of teammate Jarrod Cooper, Texas A&M's Jason 
Webster and Nebraska’s Ralph Brown and Mike Brown. 

And there are other quality defensive backs in the conference, among them 
Colorado's Ben Kelly and Damen Wheeler, Oklahoma’s Mike Woods and 
Baylor's Gary Baxter. 

The ve Kelly, whom new Buffaloes head coach Gary Barnett also used at 
wide receiver in spring practice, is included as a kick returner, edging out 
Nebraska’s equally versatile Joe Walker. 

Or what about running back? Oklahoma State’s Nathan Simmons could easily 
be included on the first team, but whom would he replace, Iowa State’s Darren 
Davis or Texas Tech’s Ricky Williams? 

In addition, there is David Winbush of Kansas, who just missed rushing for 
1,000 yards last season, and if he is finally healthy, Nebraska's DeAngelo Evans 
could contend for post-season honors. 

Colorado's Mike Moschetti gets the call at quarterback, with no disrespect 
intended toward Oklahoma State’s talented Tony Lindsay or Texas’s young 
Major Applewhite. 

Among the many others whose names might well have appeared on this first 
team are Baylor offensive lineman Jonathan Gray, Kansas State defensive lineman 
Damion McIntosh, Colorado offensive lineman Brad Bedell, Nebraska linebacker 
Eric Johnson . . . OK, you can see how difficult this 

And that’s not even taking into account having to decide such things as 
whether to include three defensive linemen and four linebackers or four defen- 
sive linemen and three linebackers, three running backs and one wide receiver or 
two running backs and two wide receivers. 

Oh yes, and there isn’t a fullback on this team, even though Huskers 
Illustrated acknowledges the importance of that position in many of the offenses 
run by conference teams. 

Obviously, it would be easier to select teams for the north and south divisions, 
but even then deserving players would have to be excluded. So keeping all of 
these things in mind, here it is: ll 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 
PRESEASON ALL-BIG 12 TEAM 


OFFENSE DEFENSE 
WR Kwame Kavil, Jr., Texas DL Darren Howard, Jr., Kansas St. 
WR Damien Groce, Sr., lowa State DL Justin Smith, So., Missouri 
TE Kyle Allamon, Sr., Texas Tech DL Taurus Rucker, Sr., Texas Tech 
OL Rob Riti, Sr., Missouri DL Casey Hampton, Jr., Texas 


OL R. Johanningmeier, Sr., Colorado LB 
OL Seth McKinney, So., Texas A&M LB 


Fred Jones, Sr., Colorado 
Mark Simoneau, Sr., Kansas St. 


OL Russ Hochstein, Jr., Nebraska LB Kenyatta Wright, Sr., Oklahoma St. 
OL Adam Davis, Sr., Oklahoma St. DB Ralph Brown, Sr., Nebraska 
QB Mike Moschetti, Sr., Colorado DB Mike Brown, Sr., Nebraska 
| RB Darren Davis, Sr., lowa St. DB Jarrod Cooper, Jr., Kansas St. 
RB Ricky Williams, Jr., Texas Tech DB Jason Webster, Sr., Texas A&M 
PK Jeremy Aldrich, Sr., Colorado P Shane Lechler, Sr., Texas A&M 
| KR Ben Kelly, Jr., Colorado PR David Allen, Jr., Kansas St. 
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QUARTERBACK 


Offense perfect for Moschetti. 
Lindsay might be the best. 
Pressure on Air Applewhite, 
Double-trouble for Husker foes. 
Fiery McCown is healthy. 
Peters gets a thumbs-up. 
Beasley is no Bishop. 

Either Dougherty or Farmer. 
Time for James to take charge. 
More options, fewer passes. 
Mr. Smith comes to Lawrence. 


Hopes rest with Heupel. 


DEFENSIVE LINE 


Howard harasses quarterbacks. 
Smith another Wistrom. 
Rush ends have high profile. 
Humphrey, Woodard among best. 
Better this spring than last. 
Quicker and more athletic. 


Must improve against the run. 
Rucker steps up to lead, 
“Press” defense begins up front. 
Hayward labors anonymously. 
At least everyone returns. 
Weak link in new 4-3 alignment. 


RUNNING BACK 


Texas A&M's DANTE HALL 


A&M Some big ones with Hall. 
Another Ricky emerges. 
ISU More than just Davis. 
feS08 Healthy Simmons a must. 
Should be three-deep, 

Small but mighty tandem. 
KSU_ Versatile Allen gets a shot. 
Plan is 25 carries a game. 

MU _ Carries spread around. 

Alas, no more Williams. 

OU__ Able but untested. 

al Bush, Burkins small but mighty 


Buffs game-breakers all. 


Plenty of Aggie speed. 
Cavil has the spotlight, 
Jayhawks’ top eight return. 


Groce, Anthony and more, 
32 yards/catch for Howell. 
Lockett’s size no problem. 
More action their way. 
Blocking is the key. 
Someone needs to catch. 


Allamon, untested otherwise. 
Track team help in order. 


Big, strong, experienced. 
McKinney just a sophomore. 
Huskers should be back on-line. 
Riti provides strong foundation. 
Three new starters with Davis, 


Having a “House” helps. 
McIntosh could play at times. 
Starters return everywhere. 
Experience a Sooner plus. 
Hunt has 27 consecutive starts. 
Horns must rebuild completely. 
Considerable spring shuffling. 


LINEBACKER 


Nebraska’s RALPH BROWN 


Allthe Wright moves, 
Two-deep on the outside. 
Simoneau gets new mates. 


Rotation could include Redding. 
No more Nguyen. 

Strength of the defense. 
Robinson a big-play backer. 
Jones is the man outside. 
Smith springs forward. 

Beckom no longer unknown. 
All new starters. 


Maybe as good as K-State in ‘98. 


More than Brown & Brown, 
Could be the best, actually. 
Cooper an All-American candidate, 
Coady will be missed at safety. 
Jones came up big in bowl. 
Freshmen will get a look, 

Baxter 18 breakups, 4 INTs. 

Prize recruit Massey could help. 


One-on-one cover challenge. 
Uncertainty at corner. 

Waters made 93 tackles in ‘98. 
Starting spots up for grabs. 


Colorado's JEREMY ALDRICH 


Punting could improve. 
Rheem replaces Gramatica. 
All-American Lechter not leg weary 
Birkholtz has earned a scholarship, 
Stockton might focus on kicking. 
Atteberry might have to double up. 
New kicker named Brown, 

Sydnes hit on 15-of-18. 

Gomez has 40.2 career average. 
Punting must improve. 

Sooner sore spot again. 


Kicked away three games. 
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COLORADO 


BUFFALOES 


Neuheisel as head football coach, Gary Barnett resur- 

rected the Buffaloes’ designated rivalry with Nebraska. 

“The ‘former’ Nebraska rivalry will be important to us,” 
Barnett said in early February. “When I was here, that 
game was a rivalry, and I never lost sight of that rivalry.” 

The “rivalry” wasn’t exactly steeped in tradition, how- 
ever, It only dated to Bill McC. ‘artney’s tenure (1982-94) as. 
head coach and was one-sided. Nebraska never really 
bought into it. 

McCartney, for whom 
Barnett was an assistant 
from 1984 to 1991, created 
the rivalry as a means of 
motivating his players, and 
depending on one’s point of 
view, it worked. Colorado, 
which hadn't defeated the 
Cornhuskers since 1967, 
won in 1986 and again in 
1989 and 1990, 

The teams tied in 1991 
But the Buffaloes haven't 
won since. 

Neuheisel discontinued 
using “rival” when referring 
to Nebraska, and the 
Cornhuskers were no longer 
a red-letter date on 
Colorado's schedule during 
his four seasons in Boulder, 

Now the rivalry is back, 
as part of Barnett’s plan to 
revitalize a program from 
which an often beleaguered 
Neuheisel was lured by 
Washington — with a $1 
million contract. 

Barnett, who was lured 
from Northwestern, would 
seem a natural for the 


| ane after arriving at Colorado to replace Rick 


buyout problem was resolved and Barnett was hired. 

Barnett isn’t wasting any time in implementing his plan 
for the program, which has produced eight or more victo- 
ries and played in bowl games in 10 of the last 11 seasons. 
But the Buffaloes last won or shared the conference title in 
1991, one season after winning a national championship. 

“I’ve come here to play my part in the RTD of Colorado 
football. That's ‘return to dominance,’ “ Barnett said. “The 
primary goal is to start that return immediately.” 

During spring practice, 
he set about installing a 
ball-control, West Coast 
offense, which he expects 
also to provide a big-play 
threat, and he began 
adapting the defensive 
schemes. 

Colorado ranked fifth 
in the conference and 
13th nationally in total 
defense last season. The 
lowest defensive rank- 
ings, eighth and 50th, 
were in rushing defen: 

Six of Colorado's 17 
returning starters (includ- 
ing both kickers) play 
defense, among them ver- 
satile junior cornerback 
Ben Kelly, who also was 
tried at wide receiver 
during the spring, 

Kelly was a first-team 
all-conference selection as 
a defensive back and kick 
returner last season, inter- 
cepting four passes in 
addition to breaking up a 
school-record 22 passes. 
Senior Damen Wheeler, 


Colorado job. His roots in 


the eight years spent as 

McCartney's assistant, he coached at Air Force Academy 
High School in Colorado Springs and at Fort Lewis College 
in Durango. 

“The decision to come back to Colorado was easy. 
because it’s home,” said Barnett. “It’s been a dream. I have 
to pinch myself when I look around here. The decision was 
made from the heart.” 

He was the first choice as Neuheisel’s successor. The 
problem was a $250,000 buyout provision in his contract 
with Northwestern. It wasn’t until Denver Broncos offen- 
sive coordinator Gary Kubiak turned down the job that the 
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Versatile junior cornerback Ben Kelly 
the state are deep. In addition to returned two punts for touchdowns. 


the other cornerback, 
broke up 17 passes. 

Kelly and Wheeler were key ele- 
ments of a secondary that contributed 
to Colorado’s being ranked first in the Big 12 and fourth 
nationally in passing defense. The Buffaloes allowed only 
four touchdown passes, while intercepting 11. Opponents 
completed just 47.6 percent of their passes. 

Even though the career of John Sanders, who started the 
final nine games as a sophomore and was outstanding at 
strong safety in an Aloha Bowl game victory against 
Oregon, apparently is over because of a medical reasons, 
the Buffaloes should again be solid in the secondary, 

Sophomore Albus Brooks, who started at strongside 
linebacker, has moved to strong safety, joining sophomore 


Michael Lewis to help fill the void created by the loss of 
Sanders, and senior Rashidi Barnes, who was hampered 
last season by a torn PCL, is an experienced free safety. 

The other returning starters on defense are senior rush 
end-outside linebacker Fred Jones, junior end Brady 
McDonnell and sophomore nosetackle Justin Bannan. 

Senior Jesse Warren, who was credited with 5.5 sacks, 
and junior Sean Jarne are experienced tackles. Junior Ty 
Gregorak and sophomore Jashon Sykes, who started four of 
the last five games, are experienced inside linebacke: 

As much as anyone, senior quarterback Mike Moschetti 
has welcomed Barnett’s West Coast offense. The Big 12 
coaches’ “Offensive Newcomer of the Year” was sacked 38 
times and sidelined by injuries in four games. He played 
the second half of the season with a cracked rib. 
Despite constant pres- 
sure, the 6-foot, 195-pound 
Moschetti completed 162 
of-276 passes (58.7 percent) 
for 2,104 yards and 15 
touchdowns, with only 
seven interceptions. 
Junior wide receiver 
Javon Green, Moschetti’s 


Green caught at least one 
pass in every game, finish- 
ing with 39 for 539 yards 
Rg and four touchdowns. 
Senior Marcus Stiggers 
J) added 17 catches. 
Neuheisel vowed to 
improve the running game 
but never quite succeeded. 
Colorado ranked next-to- 
Coeee see ™ last in the conference and 


Ryan Johanningmeier, 88th in the nation in rush- 
who moved from tackle ing offense, averaging 
to guard in the spring, is 123.2 yards per game 
touted as an Outlan Barnett has indicated 
Trophy and Lombardi he would like the tailback, 
Award candidate. whether senior Dwayne 

Cherrington, junior 
Damion Barton or sophomore Cortlen Johnson, to get in a 
rhythm by carrying 25 times a game, something that hap- 
pened four times in 1998. 

If the offensive line remains healthy, it would be among 
the biggest and best in the Big 12. Offensive coordinator 
and line coach Tom Cable could put five starters who aver- 
age 6-6 and 311 pounds on the field, and that doesn’t 
include Chris Morgan, a returning starter at guard. 
enior Ryan Johanningmeier, who was moved from 
tackle to guard during the spring, is being promoted by the 
Colorado sports information office as an Outland Trophy 
and Lombardi Award candidate. 

The other returning starters are senior guard Brad 
Bedell, senior tackle Shane Cook and sophomore center 
Andre Gurode. Bedell, a third-team All-Big 12 selection, 
was the only lineman who avoided major injuries. 
Sophomore Victor Rogers, who was sidelined by knee 
and ankle surgery, is expected to step into the tackle posi- 
tion left open when Johanningmeier was moved. 

Barnett appears to have sufficient talent for an immedi- 
ate “return to dominance.” The Buffaloes very well could 
be Nebraska's top challenger in the Big 12s north division 
this season. “We had enough guys show up this spring that 
indicate we can be a pretty dangerous team,” he said. ll 


PROJECTED 
1999 FINISH: 


STRENGTHS 

The Buffs return nine starters 
on offense, including the entire 
offensive line and big-play wide 
receivers Marcus Stiggers and 
Javon Green, Throw in an outstanding kicking game 
with kicker Jeremy Aldrich, punter Nick Pietsch and 
kick returner Ben Kelly, 


WEAKNESSES 
Colorado was 11th in the conference and 88th nation- 
ally in rushing offense. 


QUARTERBACK SETTLES IN 
JUCO transfer Mike Moschetti finished fourth in 
the conference and 30th nationally in passing efficiency. 
He was named the Big 12 newcomer 
of the year after throwing for 2,104 1998 RECORD: 8-4 
yards and 15 touchdowns. New coach atau uaa 
Gary Barnett described Moschetti as FRSC W, 42-14 
“the kinda guy you want next to you Ra AmMiaaenag Wee 
ina foxhole.” Baylor W, 18-16 
@ Oklahoma = W, 27-25 
BACK TO BOULDER Kansas St. 69 
Barnett was an assistant under pape? “Las 
Bill McCartney for eight seasons @ Missouri 3844 
(1984-91). He served as running backs lowa St. W, 37-8 
coach, quarterbacks coach and offen- pa ebraeea Heie 
: " vs.Oregon& © W, 51-43 
sive coordinator for one season SASS Ro acd ocean 
before leaving to become the head 
coach at Northwestern. 


POSTSEASON SUCCESS 

CU defeated Oregon in the Aloha Bowl to extend its 
postseason winning streak to five games, which has 
only been accomplished 13 times in college football his- 
tory. 


THE REAL THING 

The 1998 season was the last for artificial turf at 
Folsom Field, “SportGrass” was selected to replace the 
third version of the fake stuff first installed in 1971. 


—KaneCutum 65 315 Se 
“WG R. Johanningmeier 6-7 310 Sr. DE 


jesse Warren Ok 
Brady McDonnell 6-4 
‘Tyler Brayton 66 
David Andrews 6-3 
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KANSAS STATE 
WILDCATS 


ny discussion of Kansas State football inevitably 
includes Nebraska. 


Perhaps it’s the geographical proximity, a neigh- 
bor thing. Kansas State is, after all, the closest Big 12 school 
to Nebraska. Or perhaps it’s because Nebraska was the last 
school in the former Big Eight that the Wildcats defeated in 
their dramatic rise to national prominence under Coach Bill 
Snyder. 

Prior to last season’s game, which Kansas State won 40- 
30 to end a 29-game losing streak to 
Nebraska, Cornhusker Coach Frank 
Solich was asked if the Wildcats had 
replaced Oklahoma as Nebraska's 
primary rival. “I'll tell you, it 
appears to me that we've got a lot of 
rivals,” he said, eliciting laughter. 

“IT mean that seriously, because 
every time we step on the field... 
this program has won so much, and 
within the last four to five years won 
more than anybody, that we get 
everybody’s best shot. 

“If everybody's not trying to build 
their program around beating us, 
they feel their program’s there and 
they want to prove a point. You're 
always going to get someone's best 
shot when you're us.” 

That might be true. But hasn’t 
Kansas State patterned its program 
after Nebraska’s? 

“I guess I’m not sure who they 
may have modeled themselves 
after,” said Solich. “They do run the 
football, and yet they'll kill you with 
the pass. As you look at it, I think 
there’s been a little bit of an evolu- 
tion around the country to try to run 
the ball a little bit more, period. 

“It’s been that way in our confer- 
ence. How many have patterned 


themselves after us, I don’t know. Aaron Lockett caught 44 passes for a fresh- 
We see a lot of plays we generally run man record of 928 yards and six touchdowns. 


being run by a lot of people. But there 

are no secrets. To say we were the first ever to come up 
with these plays, that’s not true. Coaching is giving and 
taking.” 

Which brings us back to Kansas State, from which much 
has been taken since last season, including assistant coach- 
es Mike Stoops, Brent Venables, Jon Fabris and Mark 
Mangino. 

Losing one assistant coach, much less four at once, can 
significantly impact even the most established program, 
particularly when that program has suffered numerous, 
and more obvious, losses, such as most of its offensive unit 
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and talented quarterback Michael Bishop, in particular. 

Certainly, one player can’t do it by himself. But Bishop 
a difference-maker, and Kansas State’s offensive suc- 
the last two seasons was due in large measure to him, 

The Wildcats ranked first in the nation in scoring offense 
and ninth in total offense in 1998, averaging 48 points and 
475.5 yards per game. Bishop accounted for 299 of the 
yards himself. 

He was Kansas State's second-leading rusher, behind 
Eric Hickson (who's also 
gone), as the Wildcats, 
once entirely air-bound, 
ranked third in the Big 12 
and 12th nationally in 
rushing offense. 

The running game to 
which Solich alluded was 
an integral part of Kansas 
State’s success. 

With Bishop, Hickson, 
wide receiver Darnell 
McDonald, and three 
interior line starters 
among those who have 
departed, there’s almost 
certain to be a dramatic 
dropoff offensively. 

But that doesn’t mean 
the Wildcats should be 
ignored. Eight Alamo 
Bowl defensive starters, 
including five who were 
first- or second-team All- 
Big 12 selections, return. 
And though it might have 
been overlooked, defense 
has played an important 
role in the succes 

The secondary, in par- 
ticular, is solid, with 
starters returning at every 
position. 

Junior strong safety 

Jarrod Cooper and senior 
free safety Lamar Chapman were both first-team all-confer- 
ence selections. Cooper, a consensus pick, was third on the 
team in tackles with 86. Chapman is being promoted by 
Kansas State as a candidate for the Jim Thorpe Award. 

Senior Mark Simoneau, a two-time, Associated Press, 
first-team all-conference selection, is on the preseason 
watch list for the Butkus Award as the nation’s top colle- 
giate linebacker. In the past two seasons, he has been 
involved in 198 tackles. Obviously, he’s a defensive leader. 

Senior Travis Litton and sophomore Ben Leber, a Parade 
Magazine high school All-American from Vermillion, S.D., 


move up to the other linebacker positions, vacated by 
Travis Ochs and Jeff Kelly, a consensus all-conference selec- 
tion. Both Litton and Leber have starting experience. 

Seniors Darren Howard and Damion McIntosh anchor 
the defensive line, which includes junior Monty Beisel and 
sophomore DeVane Robinson, both of whom were in the 
regular rotation last season. 

Kansas State’s offense never really faltered last season, 
But as noted earlier, that offensive unit has been disman- 
tled and must be rebuilt, presumably around junior quar- 
terback Jonathan Beasley. 

Snyder took an admitted chance last season redshirting 
Beasley, who saw limited action as a true freshman and 
sophomore. He came off the bench in the Nebraska game in 
1996 and carried five times for 40 yards. He has good size 
and arguably the strongest 
arm among the Wildcat 

Passing game coordina- 
tor and receivers coach 
Greg Peterson has his 
work cut out for him. 
Sophomore Aaron Lockett 
is outstanding. But after 
him, there are no experi- 
enced wide receivers. 
Lockett caught 44 pass- 
es for a Kansas State fresh- 
man-record 928 yards and 
six touchdowns, He had 
100 or more receiving 
rds in three consecutive 
games, including the 

Nebraska victory. 
Although Hickson will 
be missed, junior David 
Allen, one of the nation’s 
Tootoenherer most dangerous kick 
Two-time all-conference _returners, and senior Frank 
linebacker Mark Murphy will provide big- 
Simoneau has been play potential at tailback. 
involved in 198 tackles “Allen rushed for 83 
the last two seasons. yards and a touchdown on 


13 carries in the Alamo Bowl. He needs two touchdowns 
and 561 yards on punt returns to tie NCAA career records. 

Murphy, whose controversial arrival from junior college 
was well-publicized, is an explosive runner. He has a 42- 
inch vertical jump and is credited with 4.22 speed in the 40- 
yard dash. 

The key to the running game will be a line rebuilt 
around juniors Randall Cummins and Milford Stephenson 
and sophomore Thomas Barnett. Cummins started every 
game at center a year ago, while Stephenson and Barnett 
divided the starting assignment at right tackle, 

Finally, place-kicker Martin Gramatica and punter James 
Garcia must be replaced. Junior Jamie Rheem, who was 
redshirted last season, became the regular kicker in 1996 
when Gramatica was sidelined by injury prior to the sea- 
son, Rheem kicked a 51-yard field goal against Nebraska. 

Prior to last season’s victory against the Cornhuskers in 
Manhattan, Snyder, in typical fashion, was evasive in his 
answer to a question about the importance of the game to 
his program. 

“I couldn't underplay the significance of this ballgame,” 
he said, “But every ballgame we have played has probably 
been the biggest one that we've played at Kansas State.” 

Maybe so. But no Kansas State victory has received more 
attention. i 


PROJECTED 
1999 FINISH: 


STRENGTHS 
Eight Alamo Bow! defensive 
starters return, including first- 
team All-Big 12 selections Mark 
Simoneau (linebacker), Darren 
Howard (end), Jarrod Cooper (cornerback) and Lamar 
Chapman (safety). 


WEAKNESSES 

With the departure of Michael Bishop, the Wildcats 
will be inexperienced at quarterback, and overall depth 
is a problem. The coaching staff had to be overhauled 
after the loss of defensive coordinator Mike Stoops, 
linebackers coach Brent Venables, defensive ends 
coach Jon Fabris and interior offensive line coach 
Mike Mangino. 


CHASING JOHNNY 

David Allen enters his junior sea- (MiRaindaieatehiuiats 
son with five touchdowns on punt [eg 
returns for a Kansas State and Big 12 
record. He needs two touchdowns on 
returns to catch Nebraska's Johnny 
Rodgers and Oklahoma’s Jack 
Mitchell for the former Big Eight and 
NCAA record of seven touchdowns. 


Indiana St 


CONSISTENT WINNER 
Kansas State is one of just six 
schools to win at least nine games in 
each of the last six seasons. The oth- 
ers are Nebraska, Penn State, Ohio State, Florida and 
Florida State. 


STILL GROWING 

A stadium expansion project at KSU Stadium will 
add 8,000 permanent seats to the structure. Capacity for 
the stadium will increase to 50,000. A record 36,000 sea- 
son tickets were sold for the 1998 season, compared to 
9,336 in 1989, Bill Snyder's first year at the school. 


TENTATIVE DEPTH CHART, 


quincy 05) Jr 7 
LT Milf. Stephenson 6:4 290 Jr. DT DeVaneRobinson 6-1 270 Fr. 


LG lan Mi 64 285 Sr. DT Damion McIntosh 6-4 290 Jr. 


c Cummins 6-3 285 Jr OE Darren Howard 6-4 270 Jr. 


AG Andy Eby 6-3 280. So. Travis Litton 62 240 Jr 


RT John Robertson 6-4 280 So. LB BenLeber 6-3 250 So. 
‘Shad Mo! 65 245 Jr. [8 Mark Simoneau 6-0 240 Sr. 


8 Jonathan Bo: 6.1 220 CB Jerametrivs Butlor 6-10 175 Fr, 
RB David Allen 59 195 Jr FS Lamar Chapman 6.0 180 St. 


|)FB_ JohnnoLazetich 6-1 245 Jr. SS Jarrod, 61 205 Jr. 


WR Brendon Clark G3 220 So. CB Dyshod Carter 5-10 185 Jr. 


PK Jamie Ri 6-1 190 J.P TravisBrown 6-6 230 Fr. 
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1998 RECORD: 11-2 


8-0 


W, 66.0 
W, 73-7 
W, 48-7 
W, 62-7 
W, 16:9 


W, 52:20 


-WissouRI 
TIGERS 


irst, a little personal history... 
Larry Smith's first coaching, job at the collegiate 
level was as an assistant to Bo Schembechler at Miami 
(Ohio) University. He followed Schembechler to Michigan 
in 1969, 

Smith joined Jim Young's staff at Arizona in 1973 as 
linebackers coach and defensive coordinator until becom- 
ing the head coach at Tulane in 1976. During those years, 
he developed an old-school coaching philosophy that has 
served him well, and helped 
revitalize Missouri's once- 
proud program. : 

“I was born and raised 
on single-wing football,” 
Smith has said. “That is not 
fancy stuff. You just line up 
and knock the tar out of the 
guy over you. I expect to 
have a football team that 
will be physical, We’re 
going into every game to do 
one thing first, and that’s to 
out-hit the other guy.” 

This should be Smith’s 
kind of team, particularly 
on defense, where the 
Tigers have made dramatic 
improvement in the last two 
years. If they can put 
together an offense in the 
post-Corby Jones era, they 
could be serious contenders 
for a spot in the Big 12 play- 
off at San Antonio on Dee. 4. 

That's a big, if, of course, 
because tailback Devin West 
also is gone. West ranked 
third in the conference and 
fifth nationally in rushing, 
with 1,578 yards and 17 
touchdowns. 

Jones scored Missouri's 


Linebacker Barry Odom has started 


Webb City.) 

The 6-foot-5, 267-pound Smith is “so strong that he 
doesn’t even realize what all he can do yet,” defensive 
coordinator Moe Ankney has said. “He can run, too.” 

Smith holds the team record in the power clean (450 
pounds) and runs the 40 in 4.6 seconds, skills that con- 
tributed to his making 86 tackles, including a team-high 13 
for losses and 3.5 sacks. 

In addition to Smith, the other returning starters on 
defense are nosetackle 
Jeff Marriott, tackle Steve 
Erickson, strongside line- 
backer Barry Odom and 
cornerback Carlos Posey. 

Erickson is a junior. 
The others are seniors. 

Senior guard Pat 
Mingucci also has start- 
ing experience, giving the 
Tigers a veteran front. 

They have consider- 
ably more depth than 
they’ve had in recent sea- 
sons up-front, which will 
take some pressure off a 
talented but young and, 
for the most part, inexpe- 
rienced secondary. 

Posey, the forgotten 
member of an otherwise 
senior secondary last sea- 
son, has 4.33 speed in the 
40, making him the 
fastest on the team. 

Junior free safety Julian 
Jones is among the team's 
best athletes, with 4.5 
speed in the 40 and a 
37.5-inch vertical jump. 
During winter condition- 
ing, he high jumped 6-10, 
diving head first over the 


other 11 rushing touchdowns and every game the last two seasons. He _ bar. 


combined with West for 3,395 had 74 tackles as a junior. 


yards rushing and passing. That 
was 88.2 percent of the total offense. They will be missed. 
The Tigers might not need too much offense to support 
a defense built around the big-play ability of sophomore 
end Justin Smith and junior linebacker Jamonte Robinson. 
Smith, Missouri's first true freshman to start every game 
since cornerback Adrian Jones in 1986 and the conference 
“Defensive Freshman of the Year,” has been compared to 
former Nebraska All-American and Lombardi Award win- 
ner Grant Wistrom, and not just because they’re both from 
Missouri. Smith is from Jefferson City. (Wistrom was from 
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Such athletes have been a signif- 
icant factor in Missouri’s dramatic 
defensive improvement. They'll need to maintain that level 
to compensate for an inexperienced offense, which likely 
will resemble the one of two seasons ago when carries were 
divided among two or three backs. 

Smith sought advice from other coaches, including 
Florida's Steve Spurrier and Arizona’s Dick Tomey, about 
the problems associated with alternating quarterbacks 
because the competition between Jim Dougherty and Kirk 
Farmer in spring practice was too close to call. 

The 6-5, 200-pound Farmer is an outstanding athlete and 


dazzled coaches with his play on the scout team as 
shirt freshman, but doing it in games is a much different 
matter. 

Someone will have to get the ball toa group of talented 
receivers, among them junior John Dausman and seniors 
Kareem Wise and Kent Layman, all of whom have starting 
experience. 

Dausman, a walkon who has 4.3 speed in the 40, came 
on strong last season, catching 18 passes for 364 yards and 
three touchdowns. 

Senior Rob West is a returning starter and the best ball 
carrier among the fullbacks. But the bulk of the ball carry 
ing will be handled by some combination of senior 
DeVaughn Black, sophomore Zain Gilmore and diminutive 
junior Ricardo Rhodes. 

The offensive line is being rebuilt around 6-3, 285-pound 
senior center Rob Riti, a first-team all-conference selection. 

Riti is the only returning 
tarter — he has 33 consec- 
utive starts. But sopho- 
more Jeff Hellerstedt did 
start five games at left 
i] guard in his first season, 
and the Tigers aren’t 
devoid of offensive line- 
men with potential. The 
m problem is, most of them 

wy are sophomores or red- 
shirted freshmen. 

The same situation 

exists at tight end, where 
the top three are sopho- 
mores. 
Senior Vince Sebo 
returns. He averaged 41.5 
yards per punt last season 
but needs to be more con- 
sistent, as does the place- 
kicker — whoever he 
might be. 

Erratic kicking cost the 
Tigers as many as three games last season, according to 
Smith. Had they won at least two of those three games — 
depending on the two — they could have represented the 
north division in the Big 12 championship game. They were 
that close to competing for the conference title. 

Smith has done a good job of getting Missouri back on 
track. Enthusiasm in Columbia is high. Attendance at 
Faurot Field, to which Nebraska must return for the first 
time since Matt Davison’s miracle catch in the 1997 national 
championship season, was the highest since 1981. 

Average home attendance was 57,335, compared to 
39,171 just two seasons ago. 

Missouri Athletic Director Michael Alden showed his 
appreciation for what Smith has accomplished as head 
coach of the Tigers last December, when he rewarded 
Smith with a new five-year contract, with an annual base 
salary reported to be $180,000 — which puts him in the 
upper half of the Big 12. 

“| am very pleased that the university chose to extend 
my contract,” said the 59-year-old Smith, whose previous 
contract would have expired after the 2001 season. “I’m 
looking forward to continuing to build our program in the 
next five years. We have made some tremendous strides in 
all areas...” 

Among those areas is winning, which his teams have 
done the old-fashioned way. 


Junior wide receiver John 
Dausman has come on 
strong. He averaged 
20.2 yards per reception. 


wm), AT A Glance 


| PROJECTED 
1999 FINISH: 


STRENGTHS 

The Tigers have made dra- 
matic improvements on defense, 
going from 76th nationally in Baise On| 
total defense to 21st last season. 
They also allowed nearly 12 fewer points per game in 
1998 and were opportunistic as well, getting 25 
turnovers that translated into 108 points. 


WEAKNESSES 

The Tigers lost 88.2 percent of their total offense in 
quarterback Corby Jones and tailback Devin West. 
West rushed for 1,578 yards and 17 touchdowns. Jones 
scored the other 11 rushing touchdowns and combined 
with West for 3,395 yards rushing and passing. 


ON HIS WAY 

Sophomore end Justin Smith, 
was named the Big 12 “Defensive 
Freshman of the Year.” He was credit- 
ed with 58 tackles in the final six 
games, prompting defensive coordi- 
nator Moe Ankney to remark late 
last season: “He's not a star yet, but 
he's one in the making.” 


KICKING WOES 

Missouri made just four field goals 
last season. Erratic kicking cost the 
Tigers as many as three games, according to Coach 
Larry Smith. Had they won at least two of those three 
games -- depending on the two -- they could have repre- 
sented the north division in the Big 12 championship 
game. They were that close to competing for the confer- 
ence title. 


NEARING RECORD 

Senior wide receiver Kent Layman has caught a 
pass in 23 consecutive games, two short of the school 
record. He had 26 catches for 495 yards and two touch- 
downs last season. 


1998 RECORD: 8-4 
CONFERENCE FINISH: 5-3 
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IOWA STATE 
CYCLONES 


he Ames Tribune published a special section. 
Students pulled down the goal posts at lowa State’s 
practice field and dumped them in a lake on campus 
And Coach Dan McCarney dyed his hair gold fol- 
lowing the Cyclones’ 27-9 upset of archrival Iowa at lowa 
City last season. 

McCarney had promised his players he would dye his 
hair if they won. 

“These type of watershed wins build credibility with 
your fans,” he said. 

The victory, in which Iowa 
State dominated both offensiv 
and defensively, snapped a 15 
game losing streak against the 
Hawkeyes, and ended a 31-game 
winless streak on the road. 

It also gave lowa State an in- 
state recruiting boost. McCarney 
put together what was regarded 
as the program’s best recruiting 
class in recent years. Among 
those he signed was Casey 
Shelton, a 6-foot-8, 245-pound 
defensive end who was aggres- 

ively recruited by Nebraska as 
well as by lowa 

The Cyclones followed the 
lowa victory by defeating Ball 
State 38-0 for a 2-1 start. But then 
Big, 12 play began, and they lost 
seven straight before finishing 
with a victory against Kansas. 

The three wins last season 
equaled the most during his four- 
year tenure as head coach. The 
Cyclones also won three his first 
season. They won only three 
combined in the second and third 
seasons, however. “Is that the 
most important thing for a col- 
lege football coach? Yes,” 
McCarney said. 


mum number of victories for his 
continued employment, a fact underscored by his being 
given a contract extension through the 2001 season in early 
November, in the midst of the seven-game losing streak. 
lowa State hasn’t had a winning season since 1989, when 
Coach Jim Walden’s third Cyclone team was 6-5, and the 
program hasn’t been a consistent winner since the mid- 
1970s. Such frustration feeds on itself. “When you haven't 
won, your confidence level is so fragile,” said McCarney. 
Winning and good times don’t appear to be in the 
Cyclones’ immediate future, even though they do have 17 
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: Senior linebacker Jesse Beckom was 
But, he said, Athletic Director pamed the Big 12 “Defensive 
Gene Smith had required no mini- Newcomer of the Year.” 


starters returning, among them senior tailback Darren 
Davis, who has rushed for more than 1,000 yards in b 
to-back seasons, something only five other Iowa State play- 
ers have done. 

Barring injury, Davis should move to second on the 
Cyclones’ career-rushing list by season's end. His brother 
Troy, who rushed for more than 2,000 yards in back-to- 
back seasons, is first. 

Darren Davis is not the only one with ability at lowa 
State, McCarney said. 
“We feel like we are as 
well-stocked as anyone 
nationally at tailback.” 

In addition to sopho- 
more Ennis Heyword, 
who rushed for a spring 
game-high 149 yards, and 
redshirted freshman Atif 
Austin, four scholarship- 
recruit running backs will 
arrive in the fall, includ- 
ing another Davis brother 
— Jason. Depth is such 
that junior J.J. Moses was 
moved to flanker in the 
spring 

A key to an improved 
running attack, however, 
rests with the quarterback. 
“We want to seek a bal- 
ance of running and 
throwing the football,” 
McCarey said. “Our abil- 
ity to run the football with 
production from the quar- 
terback position will play 
a major part in our efforts 
to accomplish that goal. 

The Cyclones ranked 
third in the conference in 
passing offense a year 
ago, on the strong right 
arm of Todd Bandhauer, who threw 
for more than 2,000 yards in back-to- 
back seasons. 

He'll be succeeded by either junior Sage Rosenfels or 
Derrick Walker, a transfer from Blinn, Texas, Junior College 
who enrolled for second semester and went through spring 
practice. 

The 6-2, 228-pound Walker, who has been timed in the 
40-yard dash in 4.5 seconds, comes from the same program 
that produced former Kansas State quarterback and 1998 
Heisman Trophy runner-up Michael Bishop, while 
Rosenfels played sparingly as Bandhauer’s backup. 

Whether Iowa State is able to run the ball better than it 


did last season, when it ranked 10th in the conference and 
81st in the nation in rushing, depends, of course, on the 
offensive line. 

The Cyclones will be able to put five players with start- 
ing experience on the field: seniors Bill Marsau and Ryan 
Gerke, juniors Ben Beaudet and Ben Bruns and sophomore 
Marcel Howard. 

Beaudet, who has been moved to center after playing 
tackle last season and guard the season before, and 
Howard, who is 6-5 and 302 pounds, were held out of 
spring practice as a precaution after suffering concussions 
last season. Marsau is being counted on for leadership in 
the line. 

Senior Damien Groce, a first-team all-conference selec- 

tion, and junior split end Chris Anthony combined to catch 
89 passes for 1,130 yards 
and nine touchdowns last 
season, and junior tight 
end Andy Stensrud is a 
receiving threat, as well as 
an imposing presence at 6- 
7,227 poun 
Groce’s best game was 
against Texas Tech, 10 
receptions for 166 yards 
and three touchdowns. An 
Iowa State player had not 
caught three touchdown 
passes in a game since 
1950. 
Defensively, the 
Cyclones still have a long 
way to go to be competi- 
tive. 


lowa 
gnificant 
™ improvement came in scor- 
ing defense. The Cyclones 
allowed an average of 29.8 
points per game last sea- 
son, 15 fewer than in 1997. 

McCarney has tried to 
recruit strength up-front and speed across the board to rec- 
tify the glaring defensive deficiencies. “We should be much 
more physical this season,” he said. 

Senior tackle James Reed and junior end Reggie 
Hayward are proven players. Seniors Jesse Beckom and 
Dave Brcka are solid at linebacker. And senior free safety 
Jeff Waters is the leader of an experienced secondary, 
coached by former Cornhusker quarterback Mike Grant. 

Reed was a third-team all-conference selection, while 
Hayward received honorable mention. Beckom was the Big, 
12 “Defensive Newcomer of the Year,” after transferring 
from tiny Trinity College in Deerfield, Ill. And Brcka has 
been a starter since his freshman season. 

The Cyclones have an experienced punter in junior Carl 
Gomez, a two-year starter who averaged 40.0 yards per 
punt on 59 punts last season, but an inexperienced place- 
kicker. 

McCarney is optimistic about the immediate future. “We 
have established credibility in the lowa State University 
community,” he said. “You need stability on your coaching 
staff, and we have that as well, which demonstrates that 
people believe in your program and are vested in its suc- 
cess. 

Success means more than upsetting lowa once every 16 
seasons, however. i 


Darren Davis rushed for 
1,166 yards and seven 
touchdowns. He also 
caught 29 passes for 242 
yards and two scores. 


PROJECTED 
1999 FINISH: 


STRENGTHS 

Tailback Darren Davis has 
rushed for more than 1,000 
yards in each of the last two 
seasons. 


NOR 
DIVISION 


WEAKNESSES 

The Cyclones ranked 85th nationally in scoring 
defense, 86th in total defense, 95th in passing 
defense and 103rd in rushing defense last season. 
And those rankings all represented improvement 
from the previous season, 


ATHLETIC ENOUGH 

At 6-foot-4 and 218 pounds, Sage Rosenfels 
has the look of a dropback passer. 
But he's athletic enough to run 1998 RECORD: 3-8 
some options and operate from a Maddie eh 
spread formation in Dan TCU 
McCarney's restructured offense. [Ra mGHoMa 
Rosenfels and junior college 
transfer Derrick Walker 
emerged from the spring in a vir- 
tual tie atop the depth chart. 


ROOM TO RUN 

lowa State allowed 221.0 yards 
rushing per game, giving up more than 200 yards 
to Ricky Williams of Texas, Devin West of Missouri 
and Marlon Barnes of Colorado. 


A WORK IN PROGRESS 

Progress remains painfully slow in Ames. 
McCarney's words at the Big 12 media preview last 
August are as appropriate now as they were then. "| 
think people appreciate the way we've tried to build this 
and not take any shortcuts,” he said in Dallas, "We've 
tried to do this with class and dignity. Now, would we all 
like to have more wins? We'd love to have more." 


TENTATIVE DEPTH) CHAR: 
Chris Anthony. 198 mB ma eats 65 241 Jr. 


LG Ben Bruns 63300 Jn NG Ryan Harklau 6.3 271 Jr. 


C  BenBeaudet 6-4 2! END Kevin DeRonde 6-5 255 So. 


RG Ryan Gerko 6-4 300 Sr. OLB Jim Morse 61 224 Jr, 


RT Marcel Howard 6-5 302 So. MLB Dave 62 243 Sr. 


FL DamienGroce 5-10 182 Sr. OLB JesseBeckom 6-0 209 Sr. 


QB Saga Rosonf 64 218 Jr FS Joff Waters 62 184 Sr. 


7B DarrenDavis 5-8 190 St. CB Jamarcus Powers 5-9. 175 Jr. 


FB Her Jackson 60 236 Sr SS_Dustin Ave 63 210 Jr 


TE Andy Stensrud 67 277 Jr. CB Breon Ansley 5-6 172 Jr. 
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KANSAS 


JAYHAWKS 


erry Allen might have left Kansas after only two sea- 
sons, if he had been so inclined. lowa was looking for 
a successor to Hayden Fry, and Allen met with the 
search committee. 

That he would look into the job was understandable. For 
one thing, Allen and Iowa Athletic Director Bob Bowlsby 
are close friends. For another, Allen was born and raised in 
lowa City. 

More importantly, however, his mom was about to go 
through heart bypass 
surgery there. So his interest 
in the Hawkeyes’ coaching 
vacancy was based on “a 
family situation and a per- 
sonal situation,” he said at a 
news conference to 
announce he was withdraw- 
ing from consideration. 

“Tt was not like a situa- 
tion in the past where I was 
searching for a new job. I 
am not a job searcher. We 
have a lot of work to get 
done here, and I am com- 
mitted to doing that. And I 
am extremely excited about 
that. I feel like I have the 
weight of the world lifted 
off my shoulders.” 

That was in early 
December. Now, Allen is 
preparing to shoulder the 
considerable burden of 
turning around a program 
that has struggled during 
his first two seasons, 

The Jayhawks were 5-6 in 
1997, then dropped to 4-7 
last season. Even though the 
numbers indicate a slight 
decline, Kansas improved in 
1998, according to Allen. “I 


Tailback David 


think the sophomore season is sophomore. 
often times one of the most diffi- 
cult (for a coach).” 

The program will be better for the experience, however. 
“Tl be a better head coach,” said Allen. “I think our assis- 
tant coaches will do a better job of coaching the situations. I 
think our players will be better prepared both physically 
and mentally to win the fourth-quarter battles.” 

The Jayhawks had problems winning fourth-quarter 
battles last season. They led or were tied in the fourth quar- 
ter of four of their seven losses, to Baylor, Texas A&M, 
Oklahoma State and Iowa State. “You can’t help but look 
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inbush rushed for 
truly feel this way,” he said, “I 974 yards and nine touchdowns as a 


back and get into the old ‘what-if’ mentality,” Allen said 

Kansas is likely to have depth problems again this sea- 
son at some positions, despite the return of 16 starters. The 
health of senior quarterback Zac Wegner is a concern, The 
offensive line must be rebuilt around two returning 
starters. And the linebackers are new and inexperienced. 

The Jayhawks have the most depth at running back and 
wide receiver, their strongest positions 

The tailback tandem of junior David Winbush and 
senior Mitch Bowles is 
top-notch, though under- 
sized. Winbush is 5-foot-7 
and 180 pounds. Bowles 
is 5-8 and 185 pounds, 

Winbush, who has 
only 5.8 percent body fat 
and 4.59 speed in the 40- 
yard dash, rushed for 974 
yards and nine touch- 
downs on 209 carries to 
rank sixth in the confer- 
ence last season. With 
two seasons remaining, 
he needs 451 yards to 
move into the school’s 
top 10 career rushers. 

Bowles, whose 4.56 
speed in the 40 also 
serves him well as a kick 
returner, rushed for 438 
yards and four touch- 
downs and caught 10 
passes for 223 yards and 
one touchdown. 

Junior Moran Norris, a 
converted tight end, is a 
returning starter at full- 
back. 

The Jayhawks have an 
abundance of experi- 
enced wide receivers, led 
by sophomores Harrison 
Hill and Byron Gasaway, junior 
Termaine Fulton and senior Michael 
Chandler, 

And junior Jason Gulley started the final seven games at 
tight end a year ago. 

Fulton was the most explosive of the group, catching 25 
passes for 503 yards and three touchdowns. Hill caught 28 
passes for 391 yards and two touchdowns. Chandler caught 
21 passes for 236 yards and one touchdown. And Gasaway 
caught 12 passes for 148 yards and two touchdowns. 

In addition, redshirted freshmen Anton Paige played 
well in spring practice and will join the mix. 

The responsibility for getting the ball to the receivers 


will fall to either Wegner or junior Dylen Smith, a heralded 
transfer from Santa Monica, Calif., Community College. 

Wegner, who completed 91-of-186 passes (48.9 percent) 
for 1,367 yards and seven touchdowns with six intercep- 
tions, suffered concussions in consecutive games and was 
forced to miss the final two games last season. He also was 
limited in the spring, creating further uncertainty. 

Smith might well end up as the starter anyway if he’s as 
good as expected. He passed for 2,890 yards and 25 touch- 
downs last season, in an offensive system similar to Allen’s. 

The Jayhawks ranked ninth in the conference in total 
offense. Regardless of the quarterback, they must develop a 
line to protect him if they are to be more productive. 

Seniors Chris Enneking, the center, and Dameon Hunt, a 

guard, are the returning starters. Hunt has 27 consecutive 
starts, in fact. Sophomore 
tackle Bob Smith was a 
part-time starter. 
Kansas ranked last in 
the Big 12 in rushing 
defense and scoring 
defense last season, allow- 
ing averages of 235.6 rush- 
ing yards (107th national- 
ly) and 31 points per game. 
Allen expressed con- 
cerns about the defensive 
line early, and those con- 
cerns remain, even though 
all of the starters, seniors 
Dion Johnson, Dion 
Rayford and John 
Williams, return. 

The linebackers must all 
be replaced, with juniors 
tea Dariss Lomax, Tim Bowers 
Foner spontlonen and Chaz Murphy and 
Junior Termaine Fulton, — sophomore Andrew 
who caught 25 passes LeClair among the top can- 
for 503 yards, leads an — gidates. Lomax returns 
experienced group of after sitting out last season 
wide receivers. for academic reasons. 

Murphy is a transfer from 
Garden City, Kan., Community College. 

The secondary is slightly more experienced with the 
return of seniors Chad Coellner and Muhammad Abdul- 
Rahim and sophomore Andrew Davison, who have 17 
starts between them. 

Coellner, the free safety, is among the most athletic on 
the team. He was credited with 68 tackles last season. 
Abdul-Rahim, like Davison a cornerback, intercepted a 
team-high three passes. 

Junior place-kicker Joe Garcia was successful on 12-of-17 
field goals, including 4-of-7 from 40 to 49 yards. 
Sophomore punter Matt Tyler will be hard-pressed to 
retain his job with the arrival of transfer Joey Pelfanio, who 
averaged 42.3 yards per punt at Sacramento, Calif., 
Community College. 

Kansas was tied going into the fourth quarter of the final 
game at Iowa State last season. If the Jayhawks could have 
found a way to win, they would have finished 5-6. 

But the Jayhawks came up just short, as was often the 
case in Allen’s second season. Nevertheless, he seems satis- 
fied at Kansas. Returning from a personal visit to lowa City 
after considering the lowa job, “as we pulled back into 
Lawrence, | felt like I was at home again,” he said. 

“And that's really important to me.” Hi 


PROJECTED 
1999 FINISH: 


STRENGTHS 

The tailback tandem of junior 
David Winbush and senior ae 
Mitch Bowles is top-notch, Dy 
and the Jayhawks have an 
abundance of experienced wide receivers. 


WEAKNESSES 

The offensive line must be rebuilt around two return- 
ing starters, and the linebackers are new and inexperi- 
enced. Kansas ranked last in the Big 12 in rushing 
defense and scoring defense. 


ALMOST 1,000 

Tailback David Winbush rushed for 98 yards in the 
final game against lowa State and finished just 26 short 
of the 1,000-yard plateau. Coach 
Terry Allen said before that game, 
“we are not going to rush him 40 
times just to try to get him over 1,000 
yards." 


1998 RECORD: 4-7 
CONFERENCE FINISH: 


mM w, 
FOURTH-QUARTER BLUES Sass | Wises fe 
The Jayhawks had problems win- > Bayior * 312 
ning fourth-quarter battles last sea- 
‘son. They led or were tied in the 
fourth quarter of four of their seven 
losses. "You get those four games, 8- 
3, that's fantastic. You get half of 
those games and you're 6-5, and you really feel good 
about the direction of the program,” Allen said. 
“Unfortunately, we didn't get any of them." 


DEPTH PERCEPTION 
Allen said lack of depth caught up with Kansas. “I 
think the most important thing is to realize that we knew 
going into the year that depth was a problem for us, and 
obviously that surfaced. Again, I'm not making excuses. 
But the reality of the situation catches up with you. | 
think the Big 12 really exposes your lack of depth, more 
so than the old Big Eight, if | can use that term." 
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AGGIES 


t this time last year, many of Texas A&M's players 

already had Oct. 10 — the day Nebraska arrived in 

College Station — circled on their calendars. Sure, 
the Aggies would open with Florida State in the Kickoff 
Classic and would face four other opponents before the 
Cornhuskers came calling. But the focus of many team 
members and the focal game of the season was undeniably 
Nebraska. 

Still stinging from the 54-15 loss to the Huskers in the 
1997 Big 12 Championship 
Game, the Aggies desper- 
ately wanted to prove to the 
nation, themselves and the 
Huskers that they belonged 
on the same field as 
Nebraska. 

Mission accomplished. 
A&M's 28-21 victory over 
then-No. 2 Nebraska pro- 
pelled the Aggies to the 
1998 Big 12 title in more 
ways than one. It was, of 
course, a huge victory in the 
standings. And the A&M 
players say it also gave 
them the big-game confi- 
dence they needed to upend 
then-No. 1 Kansas State in 
the league’s title game. 

Now, as they prepare for 
the start of the 1999 season, 
the battle-tested and veter- 
an-laden Aggies (18 return- 
ing starters, including both 
kicking specialists) again 
have the Huskers on their 
minds. The A&M players 
have made it known that 
their goal for this season is 
to bring in the new millen- 


nium by playing for the national Fiery quarterback Randy McCown is 
the sparkplug of the A&M offense. 


championship in the Sugar Bowl 
But they also know that their road 
to New Orleans must first go through Lincoln. 

“I'd be lying to you if I said I hadn’t taken a peek at the 
schedule and mentally circled that Nebraska game (on 
Nov. 6),” said senior cornerback Sedrick Curry, whose 
fourth-quarter interception of a Bobby Newcombe pass 
sealed A&M's win last year. “We know it’s going to be a 
war up there. We know they're going to be ready. And we 
know they are one of the big road blocks that stand 
between us and where we want to go this season. 

“But hey, a game like that is what you play big-time col- 
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TEXAS As. 


lege football for in the first place. They taught us a lesson 
about big-time football in 1997, and we proved that we had 
learned from it last year. Now, this year’s game will give us 
another opportunity to prove if we have what it takes to 
take the next step.” 

The next step once seemed like an impossible leap for 
the Aggies, who entering last year had an 0-13 all-time 
record against opponents ranked higher than No. 4 in the 
national polls. But 1998 victories over Nebraska and Kansas 
State went a long way 
toward removing the big- 
game black eye that 
haunted the Aggies for 
years. 

Overall, A&M went 2-2 
against opponents ranked 
in the Top 3, losing to No. 
2 Florida State (23-14) in 
the Kickoff Classic and 
No. 3 Ohio State (24-14) 
in the Sugar Bowl. And 
since December of 1997, 
the Aggies have faced six 
Top 5 opponents and 10 
bowl representatives. 

A&M players say all 
those big-game experi- 
ences — and specifically, 
finally winning a few — 
provide the Aggies with 
the confidence to aim 
higher in 1999. 

“When we got our eyes 
beat out by Nebraska (54- 
15 in the 1997 Big 12 
championship game), we 
said, ‘Well, we won the 
South and know we can 
do that. Let's set the bar a 
little higher,’ ” quarter- 
back Randy McCown said. “We did 
(in 1998), and we won the Big 12 
championship. Going into this year, 
it's ‘We've won the South, and we know we have the abili- 
ty to win the Big 12 championship. Let’s try to win a 
national championship, as well.’ ” 

McCown is certainly the fiery driving force behind the 
‘99 Aggies and probably the key to their hopes of returning 
to the Big 12 title game and then to New Orleans. He isn’t a 
particularly pretty passer (66 of 130 for 1,025 yards and six 
touchdowns last year) or a tremendously gifted runner. But 
the gritty, hard-nosed senior is the leader of the team and 
the sparkplug of the offense. 


Of course, he has plenty of firepower surrounding him. 
A&M features an array of talented skill personnel, includ- 
ing three wideouts (Chris Cole, Chris Taylor and Bethel 
Johnson) with 4.4 speed in the 40, two big running backs 
(Tiki Hardeman and Ja’Mar Toombs) and an electrifying 
1,000-yard rusher (Dante Hall). 

The concern on offense is up front, where two starting 
linemen and two stellar tight ends must be replaced. Chris 
Valletta will start at left guard in place of Cameron Spikes, 
while either Shea Holder or Tango McCauley will fill Rex 
Tucker's space at left tackle 

Although depth is a concern, those changes shouldn't 
produce a drop-off in performance. The same cannot be 
said at tight end, where the departure of co-starters Dan 
Campbell and Derrick Spiller creates a major void. 

"Tight end would be 

our top priority at this 
time," R.C. Slocum said. 
"We've got to come up 
with somebody at that 
position." 
Defensively, A&M 
must replace three starters 
who had a total of 132 
career starts, Dat Nguyen, 
the All-American and 
Lombardi Award winner, 
s gone from his inside 
linebacker position where 
he established a school 
record with 51 straight 
] starts and 517 tackles. All- 
Big 12 outside linebacker 
Warrick Holdman and 
dependable strong safety 
Rich Coady will also be 
sorely missed. 

But even with those 
significant 
defensive coaches suggest that, based on spring drills, this 
year’s defense is ahead of where last year’s was at this 
stage. That's an extremely impressive statement, consider- 
ing that the 1998 Aggies finished 10th nationally in total 
defense. 

“With eight starters back and a lot of depth in the front 
seven and with some real talented young kids coming in 
the secondary, it should be a real good year," inside line- 
backers coach Alan Weddell said following the conclusion 
of spring drills. "I think we're a better defensive football 
team today than we were at this time last year." 

Toss in an All-American punter in Shane Lechler, an 
improving place kicker in Russell Bynum and a handful of 
game-breaking punt and kickoff returners, and the Aggies 
have all the makings of a special team that could easily 
make it back to the Big 12 title game. 

The question is: Do the Aggies have enough firepower 
to make it to New Orleans for a shot at the national title? 

“1 think we have the ability to get there,” junior line- 
backer Cornelius Anthony said. “It’s going to be tough, but 
we've gotten a taste of what's like to play on the big-time, 
elite level. There was a time when we didn’t handle that 
real well, but we've come a long way.” 

The Aggies can thank the Nebraska Cornhuskers for 
that. ll — By Rusty Burson 


After gaining 968 yards 
as a sophomore, Dante 
Hall rushed for 1,024 last 
year. 
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PROJECTED 
1999 FINISH: 


STRENGTHS 

A&M returns 18 starters, 
including both kicking special- 
ists. The Aggies finally proved 
they could beat quality oppo- 
nents, going 2-2 against teams ranked in the top three. 


WEAKNESSES 

A&M must replace the experience and leadership of 
three defensive starters — Dat Nguyen, Warrick 
Holdman and Rich Coady — who had a total of 132 
career starts, Nguyen started 51 straight games and was 
involved in an amazing 517 tackles. The Aggies also lost 
their top two tight ends. 


QUARTERBACK DEPTH? 

The Aggies failed to solidify the 
backup quarterback spot, which is 
critical in light of starter Randy 
McCown’s tendency to get hurt and 
that no other quarterback on campus 
has thrown a pass in college. Redshirt 
freshman Vance Smith and 24-year- 
old rookie Mark Farris, who played 
for five seasons in the Pittsburgh 
Pirates’ farm system, battled to a 
draw in the spring and will continue 
the competition in the fall. 


1998 RECORD: 11-3 
CONFERENCE FINISH: 7-1 


Florida St.! 
Louisiana Tec! 
@S, Mississippi 
North Toxos 

@ Kansas 
Nebraska 

@ Baylor 

Texas Tech 

@ Oklahoma St. 


Kansas 
Ohio St.& 


RUN, RUN, RUN 
Ja’Mar Toombs, a big surprise as 
a freshman, continues to impress as 
an offensive force at a position that 
should be very strong if Tiki Hardeman, who has 34 
career touchdowns, is academically eligible. And tail- 
back Dante Hall has rushed for 1,992 yards the past 
two seasons. 


DEFENSIVE STRENGTH 
The Aggies finished 10th nationally in total defense 
(289.3 yards per game) and scoring defense (14.6). 
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n coach Bob Simmons’ fourth year, Oklahoma State's 
upstart football program took a downturn. 
For that, he shoulders much of the blame. 

He scheduled the Cowboys only one home game in their 
first six, and a 2-4 start left them searching for momentum 
they never found. One year after finishing 8-4 and reaching, 
the Alamo Bowl, OSU dropped to 5-6. 

"If | really had it to do over, I probably wouldn't do it 
that way,” said Simmons, who at the athletic department's 
urging moved a home game 
with Nebraska to Kansas 
City, Mo., for a $2 million 
payday. OSU lost 24-17, get- 
ting stopped at the 1-yard 
line on the game’s final 
play. 

“That's a lot to ask of 
your ballclub,” the coach 
continued. “But at the same 
time, you never want to use 
that as a crutch. Good teams 
go on the road and win.” 

Good programs also suf- 
fer lapses, 

Comparing OSU to the 
most publicized turn- 
arounds in the Big 12 
(Kansas State and 
Colorado), the Cowboys are 
staying the course. In the 
four years after KSU hired 
Bill Snyder, the Wildcats 
were 18-26. In his fifth and 
sixth seasons, they went 9-2- 
Land 9-3. 

In the four years follow- 
ing Bill McCartney's arrival 
at Colorado, the Buffaloes 
posted a mark of 14-30-1, 
Colorado was 6-6 in his fifth 
season and 7-4 in his sixth, 

“We have good enough 


conference,” said 
in Stillwater. “We've proven that. 
But we have to win down the 
stretch, We can’t beat ourselves down the stretch.” 
Look for the Cowboys to get back on track in 1999. 
Standouts such as quarterback Tony Lindsay and line- 
backer Kenyatta Wright return to a team that really wasn’t 
that far away a year ago. The Cowboys lost by seven points 
to Nebraska and Texas Tech, and a last-second field goal 
did them in against Texa 
The wild card, however, could be Lindsay. 
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OKLAHOMA STATE 
OWBOYS 


Junior quarterback Tony Lindsay is a 
talent to compete and win in this dual threat. He passed for 1,442 yards 


mmons, 22-24 and rushed for 593. 


Hitting on nearly 62 percent of his passes as a rookie, he 
last season suffered through a bout of sophomoritis, which 
affected his touchdown passes (down by two) and comple- 
tion percentage (down 12 points). 

“He was a little bit inconsistent,” Simmons said. “ We've 
tried to talk about him just going out and having fun, exe- 
cuting and remembering that he’s not the only guy out 
there.” 

Lindsay believes he can. 


“I’ve improved most 
on my reads,” the 6-2, 
190-pounder said. “I’m 
more confident in the 
pocket when I go back to 
pass.” 

In addition to passing 
for 1,442 yards and seven 
touchdowns, Lindsay 
rushed for 593 yards and 
10 scores. 

The Cowboys’ other 
backs are sound, but their 
running game could be 
slowed if Nathan 
Simmons, the coach’s son, 
fails to recover from off- 
season knee surgery. 
Simmons, seventh in the 
league in rushing with 
937 yards a r ago, 
missed spring drills reha- 
bilitating the injury. 

If he’s unable to go, the 
bulk of the carries will 
fall to redshirt freshman 
Reggie White and junior 
tailback Jamaal Fobbs, 
whose playing time 
dropped last season after 
he set an OSU freshman 
rushing record by gaining 
846 yards two years ago. 
Fobbs did have 534 yards in kickoff 
returns. 

White was the leading rusher in 
the OSU spring game with 117 yards. 

Given Marcellus Rivers return at tight end — the fresh- 
man sensation was on academic probation during the 
spring semester — the Cowboys should see plenty of 
improvement at receiver. 

Joining seniors Terrance Richardson (team-high 25 
catches) and Ethan Howell, who averaged an incredible 
yards on 11 receptions a year ago, will be junior college All- 
American tight end Bryan Blackwood and a talented cast of 


redshirt freshmen. 

Wright, a second-team all-conference selection, and 
Tarrell Knauls will lead a defense so stacked at linebacker 
that it likely will redshirt sack specialist Troy West. 

Wright, who calls the signals from his middle linebacker 
position, is in the best shape of his career. 

“He’s been in that weight room,” OSU defensive coordi- 
nator Rob Ryan said of the 6-1, 232-pounder. “He’s gotten 
so much stronger. He can run through blockers this year 
instead of around them.” 

Although it lacks an intimidator, the Cowboys defensive 
line figures to be quicker and more athletic, especially at 
end. 

Asa whole, though, OSU has several pressure points. 

No one backing up Lindsay has taken a collegiate snap, 

and the offensive line must 
fill holes left by three 
starters. The only senior 
among the projected offen- 
sive line starters is Andrew 
Golembiewski. 
“It all starts up front,” 
OSU offensive coordinator 
Ron Calcagni said. “We 
have some guys up there. 
They just have to win their 
position.” 
The Cowboys also 
must patch up a depleted 
secondary, which for the 
second consecutive year 
was susceptible to the big 
play. OSU, which ranked 
10th in the Big 12 in pass 
efficiency defense, allow- 
ing 2,315 yards and 19 
ts Ose6 son tper tOUCHdowns, lost its two 


Senior Kenyatta Wright starting safeties and two 
leads the Oklahoma top tacklers in Trent 
State defense from his Alexander and Ricky 
middle linebacker posi- Thompson. 
tion. To cope with the loss, 
the Cowboys will move to 
safety former cornerbacks 
J.B. Flowers and Adam Edwards and ex-linebacker Justin 
Thomas (6-3, 235). 

Senior Evan Howell (54 tackles, 2 interceptions) is the 
most experienced player of a cornerback corps that may 
start redshirt sophomore Marcus Jones at the other corner- 
back slot. Adding depth will be junior college transfers 
Jacoby Shepherd and Alvin Porter, who started for OSU as 
a freshman before losing his academic eligibility. 

The Cowboys also hope to find a place in the secondary 
for Chris Massey, the gem of what many consider 
Simmons’ finest recruiting class. A Parade All-American 
quarterback and defensive back at Spiro, Okla., Massey 
was rated the third best schoolboy in the nation by The 
Sporting News. 

The last Parade All-American to suit up for OSU was 
R.W. McQuarters, who was so good that he left for the NFL. 
after three seasons. 

“Chris Massey has had a lot of publicity,” Simmons 
said. “I think he is a young man that will probably live up 
to it, too.” 

The field goal duties will be handled by senior Tim 
Sydnes, who made 15 of 18 attempts last year and tied for 
seventh in the conference in scoring. He also kicked 15 field 
goals as a sophomore. ll — By Rhett Morgan 


PROJECTED 
1999 FINISH: 


STRENGTHS: 

The Cowboys return 25 
seniors — 12 of them starters — 
and excellent skill position play- 
| ers including junior quarterback 
| Tony Lindsay, who had more than 2,000 yards in total 

offense. OSU is also deep at linebacker, led by senior 
| standout Kenyatta Wright. 


WEAKNESSES: 

The secondary struggled, after the loss of standouts 
R.W. McQuarters and Kevin Williams. The Cowboys 
ranked 80th nationally and 10th in the conference in 
pass defense, allowing 19 touchdowns. 


SECONDARY EVENTS 

Junior cornerback Alvin Porter, 
who started as a freshman before 
having academic difficulties, returned 
from Fort Scott and looked sharp in 
the spring. Porter and former wide 
receiver Marcus Jones, a sopho- 
more, both should see plenty of 
action opposite senior Evan Howell. 
The secondary has a new coach in 
former Baylor assistant Mike 
Cassity. 


1998 RECORD: 5-6 
CONFERENCE FINISH: 3-5 


Baylor 
BACKUP BLUES ee 

Backup quarterback Chris 
Chalupka transferred to Sam Houston State, and red- 
shirt sophomore B.J. Tiger has never thrown a pass in 
college. Tiger is an excellent athlete but had a roller- 
coaster spring. 


LINE PROGRESS 

Even though the offensive line lost three starters and 
did not have Adam Davis, who was recovering from 
shoulder surgery in the spring, the unit stabilized with 
the progress of guard Bryan Phillips, center Reynell 
Lavigne and junior college tackle Kevin Kemp. 
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TEXAS 


LONGHORNS 


urely Darrell Royal or 1998 Heisman Trophy winner 

Ricky Williams was in the middle of the mass of 

burnt orange-wearing humanity. After all, who else 
could cause hundreds of autograph-seeking fans to recreate 
a scene straight out of a Beatles newsclip? 

But as the mob began to disperse following the 
Longhorns’ Orange-White spring game, it became apparent 
it wasn’t either one of Texas’ all-time greats; it was a quar- 
terback. The more surprising fact is it was a quarterback 
who hasn’t even taken a col- 
lege snap, or for that matter, 
enrolled. 

The object of adulation at 
Royal-Memorial Stadium in 
late March was Chris Simms, 
yes, the son of former NFL 
All-Pro quarterback Phil 
Simms. Since the day the 
USA Today Prep Offensive 
Player of the Year broke the 
hearts of Tennessee fans by 
signing with Texas in 
February, the 6-foot-5 lefty 
has attracted quite a cult fol- 
lowing. 

Crazy as it sounds, some 
of the talk on the Austin 
radio stations suggests many 
would like to see Simms 
under center when the 
Horns open the season Aug 
28 against North Carolina 
State. In fact, there hasn't 
been this kind of excitement 
in Austin since... well since 
last fall when Williams led 
Texas to a 9-3 record and a 
38-11 victory over No, 25- 
ranked Mississippi State in 
the Cotton Bowl. 

But it wasn’t Simms who 
quarterbacked one of the 


campaigns in school history. 
honor falls on sophomore Major sons. 
Applewhite, who didn’t seem 
intimidated by the circus surrounding Simms. But why 
should he be? Applewhite proved last year, in leading the 
Horns to their first major bowl victory since 1982, that it 
takes a lot to frazzle the slightly built (6-1) 195-pounder. 
When starter Richard Walton went down with a broken 
hand in the second game, Applewhite stepped in and won 
eight of the next 10 games he started, including a 20-7 win 
over Nebraska in Lincoln. Along the way to Big 12 
“Freshman of the Year” honors, Applewhite threw for a 
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of th Junior flanker Kwame Kavil has 
school’s most successful offensive caught 74 passes for 1,091 yards and 
That four touchdowns in his first two sea- 


school-record 10 consecutive 200-yard games and led all 
freshman nationally in passing efficiency (147.4). 

Williams led the nation in rushing (2,124 yards) and fin- 
ished second in scoring (15.3 points per game). Wide 
receiver Wane McGarity, Texas’ all-time single-season 
receiving leader, set a UT record with 58 receptions for 
1,087 yards. 

Unfortunately for second-year head coach Mack Brown, 
both have taken their production (the two combined for 37 
of Texas’ 47 touchdowns. 
in '98) and moved on to 
the NFL. Also gone are 
first-team All-Big 12 tight 
end Derek Lewis and 
four of five starters from 
the offensive line. In all, 
Texas lost nine offensive 
starters. 

Unlike last season 
when Texas was able to 
hand the ball the 
Williams and watch 
records crumble, the 
Horns plan to be less pre- 
dictable on offense. 

Neither projected tail- 
back starter Hodges 
Mitchell or Victor Ike had 
breakout springs. 
Together they racked up 
only 38 yards in the 
spring game, and 26 of 
those came on one run by 
Ike at the beginning of 
the game. 

Williams may be gone, 
but fullback Ri Brown 
does return. Texas would 
like to see his role and 
carries (10 last year) 
increase. Brown has solid 
hands and may flare out 
in certain schemes. 

After sharing the spotlight last 
season with McGarity, junior Kwame 
Cavil will get every defense’s best 
cover man. To free him up Texas plans to move the con- 
verted linebacker around and could line him up in the slot. 
At 6-2, 200, Cavil is a bigger target than McGarity and 
already has 74 receptions for 1,091 yards and four touch- 
downs in just two years. 

On the offensive line, the hits keep on coming. First 
Texas had to find bodies to fill in at every position except 
left guard, where Roger Roesler returns. Then they lost cru- 
cial depth when converted tight end Chad Irwin and guard 


Doug Wheeler left the team following spring drills. Despite 
the reloading, Texas isn’t ready to panic. 

At 6-6, 350, junior Leonard Davis has the potential to be 
an All-American (great feet, hands, size, etc.). Davis saw 
action in every game at left tackle last year, alternating with 
Octavious Bishop, but has to continue to work on the men- 
tal aspect of the game. 

Marcel Blanchard was a pleasant surprise in the spring 
and appears to be the starter at center. 

As the offense looks for an identity, Brown will count on 
his defense to keep Texas in games. While the defense 
doesn’t need as much work, it is not exactly ready to carry 
the team either. Sure the Horns return nine starters from a 
year ago, but that group also finished no higher than sev- 
enth in any Big 12 team-defense category. 

Texas entered spring drills with 10 freshmen and sopho- 
mores fighting for starting and second-team spots. Only 
two projected starters — left end Aaron Humphrey and 
right tackle Cedric 
Woodard — are seniors. 

Neither Humphrey, 
Woodard or left tackle 
Casey Hampton need ulti- 
matums to push them. 
Humphrey has been one of 
the conference's most pro- 
ductive defenders since 
earning Big 12 “Defensive 
Newcomer of the Year” 
honors in 1996. He also led 
Bgl the team in sacks last year 
Bo) with 10. 

Texas would like to use 
i) a six-man rotation at line- 
H backer, the strongest posi- 
tion on the defense despite 
the loss of the fifth-leading 
tackler in Longhorn histo- 
ry, Dusty Renfro. 

At the strongside, 
Tryone Jones and Aaron 
Babino (missed spring due 
to academic problems) 
should split time. Everick Rawls had such a good string 
that he has moved to the weakside from the middle. 

After sharing time with Babino at strongside last year, 
Anthony Hicks will move to the middle, pushing De’Andre 
Lewis back to the weakside with Rawls. Lewis, who began 
spring drills in the middle, started all 11 games and ranked 
third on the team with 77 tackles last season. Back-up mid- 
dle linebacker Adam McConathy, who walked on last year 
from Louisiana State, was sharp at times and will figure in 
the rotation. 

Texas’ best corners may not be on campus. UT will look 
to its prep class for answers as both Ervis Hill and Joe 
Walker, who has started 13 games in two years, struggle to 
be reliable. 

The situation at safety isn’t quite as bad. At 6-3, 210, Lee 
Jackson presents matchup problems at safety. Making the 
most of incumbent Donald McCowen’s absence from 
spring, Jackson proved to coaches he has the tools to avoid 
many mistakes. 

Kris Stockton returns to handle the place-kicking duties 
after finishing 18th nationally in scoring in 1998. He will no 
longer have to work on both ends of the field as junior 
Ryan Long appears ready to handle the punting duties on a 
full-time basis. II — By Chris Greer 
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Kicker Kris Stockton 
ranked fourth in the 
12 and 18th nationally 
scoring. He booted 16 
field goals. 


PROJECTED 
1999 FINISH: 


STRENGTHS 

Major Applewhite was : 4 
basically ignored last year by JOINS SIS 
defenses and the media. But the DIVISION 
guy who didn’t even make third- 
team All-Big 12 is possibly the best returning quarter- 
back in the conference outside of Oklahoma State's 
Tony Lindsay. Applewhite is a cool customer in the 


pocket and worked on audibles during the spring. If 
Texas can protect him and find a legitimate ball carrier, 
Applewhite could put the Horns in contention for South 
Division honors. 


WEAKNESSES 

Texas has to find corner play and a steady rotation 
up front. The Horns finished 11th in pass efficiency 
defense last season and didn’t show 
much in the spring to make oppo- 
nents think things will be different 
this fall. Look for early tests from 
North Carolina State, Stanford and 
Rutgers. 


1998 RECORD: 9-3 
CONFERENCE FINISH: 6-2 
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SEEING RED 
In all, Texas lost eight players who 
didn’t graduate or fall to grade prob- 
lems since the Cotton Bowl, The most 
crucial may be Adam Dunn, who 
saw time at tight end in the spring but 
moved back to quarterback for the 
final scrimmage. Dunn, a second- 
round draft choice of the Cincinnati Reds last year, opted 
for baseball after reportedly becoming disgruntled with 
lack of playing time behind Major Applewhite, Dunn's 
departure left Applewhite as the only scholarshiped 
quarterback on campus during the spring semester. 


TOP RECRUITING CLASS 

Texas's recruiting class, led by quarterback Chris 
Simms of Franklin Lakes (Ramapo), N.J., and defensive 
end Corey Redding of Galena Park (North Shore), Texas, 
was rated No. 1 by most recruiting services. 
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TEXAS TECH 
RED RAIDERS 


ometimes you've just got to feel sorry for Texas Tech. 
No matter how hard the Red Raiders try, fate just 
seems to always stop them for no gain. 

Take last year for example. Spike Dykes’ squad raced to 
a 6-0 start, including a convincing 24-17 win over 
Oklahoma State, making Tech the first bow! eligible team 
in the Big 12. Tailback Ricky Williams (yeah, the other one) 
was eyeing a 2,000-yard season after eclipsing the century 
mark in those six wins. Attendance had even started to pick 
up. Life was = 
Lubbock, Texas, 

That's when fate came on 
a blitz. 

Tech lost four of its next 
five games, including a 
heart-breaking loss to tur- 
moil-plagued Oklahoma in 
the season finale. Williams 
finished with 1,582, and 
Tech’s dreams of a BCS bid 
were replaced with a Dec. 
31 appearance against 
Mississippi in the 
Independence Bowl. For 
those of you scoring at 
home, they also lost that 
game (35-18). 


good in tes 


“You've got to build on 
the positives, not the nega- 
tives,” said Dykes prior to 
spring practice. “No one 
gets better dwelling on 
what's happened. We were 
just a little unlucky. 
Hopefully that will change 
this year.” 


Days later, fate racked up 
another sack when project- 
ed starting quarterback Rob 
Peters underwent surgery to 
repair a broken thumb suffered in 
the 1998 season opener. The 
offense was temporarily placed in 
the hands of redshirt freshman 
Kliff Kingsbury during spring drills. 

With eight full/part-time starters (including Peters) 
returning, Tech already had plenty of questions to answer 
on offense. But with many of the cogs missing from spring, 
Tech will have to wait until fall for final jeopardy and 
Peters’ return. 

One area that needs to be addressed is turnovers. After 
leading the NCAA for five years (1993-97) in turnover mar- 
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“That other” Ricky Will 
1,425 yards to become Tech’s all-time 
leading rusher. He gained 1,582 asa 
sophomore. 


gin, the Raiders finished minus-6 last season. Poor reads, 
bad decisions and horrible luck cost the Raiders, who lost 
four games by 14 points. All the more reason Peters needed 
to be healthy in the spring 

At times, Peters looked like he could do no wrong in 
1998, when he replaced four-year starter Zebbie Lethridge. 
Texas. Passing for 322 yards and two touchdowns, 

6-foot-3, 229-pounder dived in for the game win- 
ning touchdown to break a three-game losing skid. But a 
week later against 
Oklahoma, he was inef- 
fective and replaced. 

After two years of 
being “that — other 
Williams guy,” Tech’s 
Williams is going to get 
the chance to become the 
league’s predominant 
back. A Big 12 back has 
led the nation in rushing 
the last three years. 
Williams could very easi- 
ly keep that streak alive. 
What could keep him 
from that goal or from 
getting the 1,425 yards 
needed to become the 
school’s all-time leading 
rusher, is the lack of 
weapons at Tech. 

Tech welcomes back a 
familiar face at fullback 
as senior Sammy Morris 
appears to have passed 
junior Jonathan Hawkins 
(a starter for the last year 
and a half) at fullback. 

As deep as Tech is at 
running back, the oppo- 
site is true at receiver. 
Dykes must find a replacement for 
Donnie Hart, who finished as Tech’s 
second-leading receiver in receptions 
and yards. That's an issue that doesn’t 
appear to be close to resolved. 

Derek Dorris, a starter at flanker who caught 28 balls for 
395 yards a year ago, worked well with Hart on the other 
side, but can he be the primary target in Tech’s offset 
offense? 

Tech would like to get its tight ends more involved in 
the offense, especially because of the lack of experience at 
the wideouts. One reason for the new direction is that 


senior starter Kyle Allamon has improved his route run- 
ning and showed better hands in the spring. 

Three players — guard Curtis Lowery and tackles Steve 
McFadden and Jonathan “The House” Gray — return on 
the offensive line. After a lackluster spring, McFadden was 
passed by sophomore Matt Heider at right tackle. Lowery 
is still solid on the left and a slimmed down (down to 345 
from last season's 365) Gray should be a bona fide all-con- 
ference candidate next to him. 

Sure Tech has put together some impressive offensive 
assaults over the years, but it’s defense that Dykes builds 
his teams around. This year will be no different, as six 
starters and a host of experienced players look to improve 
on last year’s No. 8 national ranking in total defense. 

The reloading job begins at the ends, where only one 
g half of the sack-crazy duo 
of All-American Montae 
Reagor and Taurus Rucker 
return. Right end Rucker 
will step into Reagor’s 
position as leader and 
playmaker. Rucker played 
the supporting role to 
Reagor well, but it will 
now be junior Devin 
Lemons who inherits big 
shoes at left end. 

While the ends appear 
solid, the same can’t be 
said for the interior of the 
line. Just as last year when 
Tech had to replace three 
players, bodies and experi- 
ence must be found. 

End may be the deep- 
est defensive position, but 
it’s at linebacker that Tech 
appears the strongest. Ty 
Ardoin and Kevin 
McCullar will be missed 
but only if you blink, With 
middle linebacker Kyle Shipley running the show for a sec- 
ond year, Tech seemed to swarm to the ball faster in the 
spring than the unit did last fall. 

With a little chemistry and luck, the secondary may not 
be as big an Achilles heel as it appears on paper. 

A spring experiment involving the move of junior John 
Norman from free safety to Raiderback met with various 
degrees of success. 

Returning starter Oscar Solis has taken a lot of heat over 
the last couple of years, but hasn’t shown any quit — a trait 
that hasn’t gone unnoticed by coaches. 

Both kickers — place-kicker Chris Birkholz and punter 
Brian Roberson — return. Birkholz connected on 16-of-21 
field goals and all 23 PATs. He was rewarded for his play 
with a scholarship in the spring. 

If Tech hopes to juke fate in 1999 and return to a bowl 
game for the sixth time in seven years, it will have to come 
out of the gate ready to play. Tech opens the season on the 
road at Arizona State. The Raiders will also open league 
play on Oct. 2 when defending Big 12 champion Texas 
A&M pays a it to Lubbock. Road games at Oklahoma 
State, Missouri and Texas will also make Tech prove its 
mettle. ll — By Chris Greer 


Junior Devin Lemons will 

to fill the big shoes of 
All-American Montae 
Reagor at left defensive 
end, 


PROJECTED 
1999 FINISH: 


STRENGTHS 
Six starters and a host of at 
experienced players return from — 


a unit that had an impressive DIMISION 
No. 8 national ranking in total 


defense. 


WEAKNESSES 

The Raiders finished minus-6 last season in turnover 
margin. Poor reads, bad decisions and horrible luck cost 
the Raiders, who lost four games by a total of 14 points 
and five of their last six after a 6-0 start. 


CALLING OTHER QUARTERBACKS 
With Rob Peters missing the entire spring recover- 
ing from an injury, coaches looked for help at quarter- 
back. Kliff Kingsbury, the only other 
scholarshiped Ruanaraee on earn? 1998 RECORD: 7-5 
pus, didn't have a great spring but CONFERENCE FINISH: 4-4 
looked sharp in the Red-Black game Mer} ea 
connecting on 9-of-14 passes for 143 Fresno St. 
yards. At 5-foot-8, David Kelley, the @ lowa St 
second stringer in the spring, has Baylor 
trouble throwing from the pocket and Papier? 
doesn't have the speed to rollout. @ Texas A&M 
Missouri 
FUTURE STAR le ouene 
As if Tech wasn't already danger- Mississippige 
ous, Coach Spike Dykes will let prep 
phenom Shaud Williams try to earn playing time in the 
crowded backfield after arriving in the fall. The Texas 4A 
class record holder in career rushing yards with 7,710 is 
already a star in Dykes’ eyes. "He's a guy that is destined 
for stardom," Dykes said. "He's a guy that's going to 
have a great legacy here at Tech.” 


MAY RETURNS 

After not seeing game action since 1996 when he 
broke his right leg and ankle in a California prep all-star 
game, sophomore Jason May used the spring to win 
the start at right guard. 


TENTATIVE: Derr Ona 
Williams 5-8 190 Jr. Oscar Solis 5-8 189 Sr. 


FB Sammy Morris 60 220 Sr. Kevin Curtis 62 195 So, 


PK Chris Birtholr 60187 Jr. Brian Roberson 6:2 189. Sr, 
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OKLAHOMA 


0 fully gauge just how far the Oklahoma football pro- 

gram has fallen, one only needed to look at the news- 

papers, listen to talk radio or saddle up next to die- 
hards at a local watering hole in the spring. Instead of foot- 
ball, conversation centered on sophomore Ryan 
Humphrey’s decision to transfer. 

And he’s a basketball pla 

Hoops talk in the spring? Blasphemy. Speaking of Dr 
James Naismith’s invention while the gridiron heroes 
stretched on the practice field 
used to be unfathomable in the 
Sooner state. But putting up as 
many bricks as the football pro- 
gram has in the last 10 years can 
change even the staunchest sup- 
porter’s mindset. Miscues, penal- 
ties, probation, bad hires and 
ineptitude have reduced 
Oklahoma from football giant to 
laughing stock. 

Last season served as the finale 
to one of the nation’s best running 
sitcoms. Unlike Seinfeld, nobody 
seemed to care. Installing a gim- 
mick wishbone offense with a 
converted defensive back running 
the show only made matters 
worse. In the end, there was no 
curtain call. Instead, third-year 
Coach John Blake was fired fol- 
lowing, the 5-6 campaign, and the 
program’s best player, tailback 
De’Mond Parker, turned pro. 

To revitalize the show, 
Oklahoma secured the talents of 
the nation’s hottest assistant 
coach, Bob Stoops. His job: Turn 
Oklahoma into an action adven- 
ture and get ratings back. 

It won’t take a conference 
championship to win over the 
success-starved Oklahoma fans, 


than just five games may be neces- les for losses. 
sary. With 17 starters returning 
and a young, energetic staff pushing the buttons, 
Oklahoma doesn’t appear to be far away from competing 
for the South Division title. It could even happen this year. 
Getting away from option football, Stoops is installing 
an offense that mirrors the high-powered balanced attack 
Kentucky utilized the last couple of years. To keep the 
learning curve to a minimum, he hired UK and BYU mas: 
termind, Mike Leach, to serve as offensive coordinator. 
Getting OU fans to buy into a passing game is one thing, 
finding someone to run it is another. 
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Brandon Daniels, a part-time starter in ‘98 has moved to 
receiver, and the backups will probably serve the same role 
this year. OU is counting on Juco transfer John Heupel to 
pull the trigger and improve on the Sooners’ 107 national 
ranking in passing offense. The 6-foot-2 lefty, a first-team 
NJCCA All-American from Snow (Ephraim, Utah) Junior 
College, enrolled in January and took the majority of the 
snaps this spring. No stranger to a multiple scheme, 
Heupel passed for 2,308 yards and 28 touchdowns last sea- 

son. 


Former walkon Patrick 
Fletcher will likely backup 
Heupel in the fall after 
showing that despite his 
size, 5-10, 167 pounds, he 
can function in the new 
scheme. Padding his hand, 
Stoops signed three prep sig- 
nal-callers. 

Despite the early 
departure of Parker (the 
Sooners’ leading rusher the 
last three years) to the NFL, 
there appears to be plenty of 
able, but untested, bodies in 
the backfield. 

Oklahoma _ doesn’t 
need a 1,000-yard rusher to 


be successful, but will look 
to Michael Thornton, 
Johnnie Balous, Josh 


Norman and Seth Littrell to 
add more facets to their 
games. Thornton had the 
best spring and appears to 
be Parker's successor. 

After a strong spring, it 
looks like Daniels may have 
finally found a home. 
Switching to receiver, 
Daniels is making his fourth 
position change in as many 
years. He started his Oklahoma career 
at receiver before moving to defen- 
sive back and then quarterback last 
year. After completing only 16-of-40 passes for 256 yards, 
he happily accepted the position switch. 

Replacing Jason Freeman at tight end will be Matt 
Anderson and Chris Hammons. 

There may be no offensive position stocked better than 
the group up front. Of course, this is the same unit that 
went through more makeovers than Courtney Love in 
1998. Whether that’s a plus or a minus is yet to be deter- 
mined. 

Left_tackle Scott Kempenich could retain his starting 


position provided he returns from knee surgery. After 
missing the season opener with a broken foot, Kempenich 
suffered a torn ACL in the fourth game. Adam Carpenter, 
who started the season at left guard, was also lost in the 
Colorado game and never returned. 

Though he wasn’t considered a full-time starter, Bubba 
Burcham saw time at every position on the line. Matt 
O'Neal is steady at center and Stockar McDougle should 
return to right tackle. Jay Smith, the injury-cursed veteran 
who was granted a medical hardship, will give solid relief 
at guard or tackle while taking orders from his fifth offen- 
sive coordinator in six years. 

At Florida, then defensive coordinator Bob Stoops 
caught the eye of Oklahoma officials with his Stun-n-Done 
defense. In each of his three seasons with the Gators, his 
squad ranked in the 
nation’s top 15 in total 
defense. While serving in 
the same capacity at 
Kansas State (1989-95), his 
unit led the nation in total 
defense in 19 


defense 
starts with upting 
opponents at the line of 
scrimmage. That task will 
be harder due to the grad- 
uation of the Sooners’ best 
defensive player, Kelly 
Hl Gregg. Co-defensive coor- 
dinator Brent Venables 
realizes Gregg’s intangi 
bles can’t be replaced but 
feels good about the 
returners including Ryan 
Fischer, Jeremy Wilson- 
=veres Guest, Cornelius Burton 

Senior Michael Thornton — and Frank Romero. 
had a good spring and A big reason for opti- 
appears to be the succes- mism is that the lineback- 
sor to tailback De’Mond ing corps is as strong a 
Parker, who turned pro josition as the Sooners 
after his junior season. have, Rocky Calmus was 


as good as advertised as a true freshman, and Michael 
Dulaney was better than most schools thought. 

Ontei Jones has moved from weakside linebacker to fill 
Gana Joseph’s strong safety position. 

One area that didn’t appear to improve during the 
spring was the kicking game — a sore spot for many years 
at Oklahoma. 

A walkon, Matt Reeves came through when pressed into 
duty during the Cal game, hitting two field goals. From 35 
yards in, he gave the Sooners a comfort level. When not 
battling mononucleosis, Jeff Ferguson was fighting incon- 
sistency and will probably be forced to handle the punting 
chores instead of PATs. 

OU will get a quick trial by fire in Stoops’ first year as 
the Sooners face seven teams that made it to bowl games 
last year, Oklahoma is the only Big 12 team to face as many. 
Unlike Schnellenberger, who promised “they will write 
books and make movies about what we accomplish” when 
he followed Gibbs in 1995, Stoops has very deliberately 
backed off making bold predictions. 

“T believe you can’t blow smoke until you have a fire,” 
he said. “Obviously we plan on winning every game and 
contending for league and national titles, but I don’t know 
that it will happen this year.” ll — By Chris Greer 


PROJECTED 
1999 FINISH: 


STRENGTHS: 
The linebacking corps is as 
strong a position as the Sooners 
have. Coaches think this group 
isn't far away from being com- 
pared to the unit Kansas State employed last year en 
route to the Big 12 championship game. 


NESSES: 

The Sooners finished 101st nationally in both total 
offense (293.27 yards per game) and scoring offense 
(16.7 points per game): The kicking game has been a 
sore spot for many years. 


REPLACING PARKER 

De’Mond Parker, who rushed for 1,077 yards last 
season and was OU’s leading rusher 
the last three years, left early for the 
NFL, leaving the Sooners with talent- 
ed but untested bodies in the back- 
field. “It sure would have been nice 
watching him catch a little ball in the 
flat and taking off," new offensive 
coordinator Mike Leach said. "But 
we'll find guys who can be successful 
for us.” 


North Texas 
@Tcu 
Californi 
Colorado 

Hs 


A DIFFERENT OKLAHOMA Wi20.17 
It didn't take long for the coaching 

staff to make its intentions known. In 

Oklahoma's first major scrimmage, the offense rushed 

only 14 times and put the ball in the air 49 times. Junior 

college All-American Josh Heupel, showing early pol- 

ish, accounted for 359 yards and four touchdowns by 

completing 20-of-27 passes. 


RECEIVERS MAKE STRIDES 

Three redshirt freshmen — Andre Woolfork, 
Damien Mackey and DaWight Benning — all made 
great strides at wide receiver to give essential depth to 
the position. 


TENTATIVE) DEPTH CHART; 


RT Stocker McDougle 6-5 354 Sr. MLB Rocky Calmus 63226 So. 
TE MaltAnderson 63 240 Sr, WLB Armand Spence 6-0 237 


QB Josh Heupel 62 205 Jr CB MikeWoods 5.10 188 _ Sr. 
HB Michael Thornton 5-5 187 Sr SS OntelJones 5-9 191 Jr. 


eh 
Fa Seth Littrelt 510213 Jr FS William Bartee 6-1. 200. Jr. 
FL_ JarrailJackson 59 183 St, ACB PeoWeeWoods 5-8 178 St. 


PK Matt Roeves: 5S 180 Sr P JeffFerguson 6-0 170 So. 
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BAYLOR 
BEARS 


‘evin Steele knows first hand that “speed kills” isn’t 
KK: a motto from your friendly highway patrol 

meant to keep heavy, impatient feet off the acceler- 
ator, He’s seen too many victims in his 41 years. 

Teenage men in the prime of their lives have been vic- 
tims. Grass stains, blood-soaked jerseys and tears are some 
of its side effects. 

As an assistant at Nebras! le saw first-hand how a 
well developed yet aggressive, blitzing 4-3 defensive 
scheme can take a team 
from also-ran to champion 

“Speed allows you to 
make mistakes and cover 
them up,” said Steele, who 
takes over the reigns at Big 
12 cellar dweller Baylor 
after Dave Roberts was 
shown the locker room door 
following back-to-back 2-9 
seasons. 

Anxious Baylor fans 
hope it works as they have 
sat through too many 
Saturday disasters. 

Steele learned from 
Nebraska defensive coordi- 
nator Charlie McBride, who 
in the early-1990s instituted 
the change from a bend- 
don’t-break plodding 
defense to the attack made 
famous by the Sunshine 
State schools, that teams 
don’t necessarily have to 
have the most talented ath- 
letes defensively to be suc- 
cessful, but they must be 
able to run. 

“If you have seven or 
eight show up at the ball, 
they'll make the play,” said 
Steele, who coached at 


from 1995-98. 

Steele inherited a squad lacking, 
in confidence and leadership, Finishing dead last in the Big 
12 in both total offense and total defense (106th and 101st 
nationally) as the Bears did last year has a funny way of 
doing that to a team. So before tape was watched or pads 
were put on, he and his staff attacked the mental approach 
of the squad. They worked on self-discipline and getting 
the players’ minds working in the right direction. “We have 
to learn how to not beat ourselves,” he said. “You can’t beat 
anybody else if you beat yourself.” 


Snow. 


M2 JUNE/JULY 1999 


Baylor will look for improvement from 
Nebraska from 1989-95 and then its defensive line, including returning 
with the NFL’s Carolina Panthers starter and three-year letterman Justin 


One of the first to buy into Steele’s attitude was junior 
quarterback Odell James. 

Coming out of Aldine (MacArthur) High School in 1996, 
James was considered one of the nation’s top option quar- 
terbacks. But knee problems and getting into Roberts’ dog- 
house did nothing but erode James’ once confident (some 
say cocky) attitude, He started the first four games in 1998, 
rushing for a touchdown in each of the first two, before giv- 
ing way to Jermaine Alfred. Getting, his first start since 
1996, Alfred threw for a 
career-high 288 yards 
against Kansas in the 
Bears’ final win of the 
year. (James led Baylor to 
a 33-30 upset victor over 
nationally ranked N.C. 
State in week two.) 

Steele plans to install a 
balanced attack that can 
not only run the ball 
physically but also have a 
third-down passing game 
with two and three 
wides. Adding to the 
drama, Baylor will call 
plays based on each quar- 
terback’s strength and 
will also line up in two- 
back sets. “It will be like 
the Dallas Cowboys 
when Jimmy Johnson was 
there.” 

Instead of Emmitt 
Smith and Daryl 
Johnston, Steele will have 
to rely on juniors tailback 
Darrell Bush and fullback 
Derek Lagway. 

After breaking Baylor's 
freshman rushing record 
in 1997 (693 yards in nine 
games), Bush went polar 
opposite last season gaining only 357 
yards — a good reason why the Bears 
finished last in the conference in rush- 
ing offense with 110.4 yards a game. 

It was a free-for-all at receiver this spring as Baylor is 
looking for as much talent as possible after losing three of 
the top four from a year ago. Andra Fuller missed time this 
spring while competing in track. Also MIA due to track 
commitments were Randy Davis and Martin Dossett. 

Some of the credit for the development of Alfred and 
James has to go to the offensive line. It was just hard to fig- 
ure out which guys to thank during the spring because they 
were shuffled almost daily to different spots. When spring 


finished sophomore Joe Jackson had held onto his starting 


job at center. The guards appear to be Ethan Kelley on the 
left side and Derrick Pearcy, who moved from center, or 


Chris Watton on the right. Greg Jerman returns at left tac] 
le and converted defensive lineman Tyshaun Whitson wi 


anchor the strong side. 


1 


To maximize the defensive attack, the Bears will operate 
out of a 4-3 instead of a 50 front. Steele plans to keep the 
scheme simple, so much “that it can get boring. 

Tackle James Calvin suffered a knee injury in the first 


scrimmage and missed the rest of the drill: 


Nose tackle 


Ronald Smith also spent time in the trainer's room after 
chipping a bone in his thumb. Both are expected to be 


healthy by fall. Steele can only pray that happens 


s even 


with those two, plus ends Dwight Johnson and returning 


Cornerback Robert Neal, 
shown knocking a pass 
away from a Michigan 
receiver, started five 
james as a junior. He is 


the projected starter at 


left corner. 


4 iy line Steele moved Rodn 


| kickof 


starter Justin Snow, the 
line will be the weak link 
on defense. 

To get his most versa- 
tile players closer to the 


Smith from his strong safe- 
ty position to weakside 
linebacker in the spring. 
The gamble made Steele 
look like a Vegas veteran. 
If there was an MVP in 
the spring game it was 
Smith. The senior returned 
a pick 80 yards for a score, 
blocked a field-goal 
attempt, caused a fumble 
and returned two kickoffs 
for 47 yards. By adding 
returns to his 
resume, Smith may be the 
only linebacker in the 
country doing so next year. 
Also moving from the 
secondary to linebacker is 
Kyle Williams who will see 
time in the middle behind 
junior Kris Micheaux. After 
finishing 1998 as the third 


stringer at the weakside, Jason Jackson has moved to 
strongside where he will battle converted outside line- 


backer Andre Taylor. Mc 


inley Bowie, a starter at strong- 


side will spell Smith on the other side. 

Robert Neal, who started five games last year before 
heading to the bench, will start at left corner with Baxter 
holding down the right spot. Seniors Curtis Henderson and 


Sean Armistead will get the nods at strong and free 


afety, 


respectively. The “baby” of the bunch, Baxter probably had 
the best year of the group in 1998 as sophomore with 45 


tackles and a Big 12-best 18 p 


deflections. 


One of the few positions Steele doesn’t have to worry 
about is punter where senior Kyle Atteberry returns. 
Atteberry finished third in the conference in punting with a 
43.26 yards-per-boot average. If a replacement can’t be 
found for departed place-kicker Matt Bryant, Atteberry 


may see double duty 


It was a hectic spring for Steele, but he was able to get a 


decent understanding of the cards h 
“The program is not broken. There 
tele said. “W 


at Baylor University 


been dealt 
s talent to win with 
re a long, long way 


away. I don’t know how long it will take. If we get better, 


we'll get it done.” ll — By Chris Greer 


| PROJECTED 
1999 FINISH: 


STRENGTHS: 

Former Nebraska and NFL 
assistant Kevin Steele brings 
new ideas and optimism to a 
program that has suffered 
through back-to-back 2-9 seasons. 


WEAKNESSES: 

The Bears finished last in the conference in rushing 
offense (110.4 yards per game) and total offense 
(276.82). 


QUARTERBACK QUESTION 
The quarterbacks opened spring the same way they 

ended last fall — Jermaine Alfred No. 1 and Odell 

James holding a clipboard. By the second major scrim- 

mage of the spring, it was James who 

was looking like the starter, Showing 1998 RECORD: 2-9 

maturity that many of his teammates (CONFERENCE FINISH: 1-7 

hadn't seen, James avoided sacks by ain 

throwing short passes or dumping 

the ball to backs instead of trying to 

escape by flight. Neither looked sharp 

in the spring game, with Alfred com- 

pleting 4-of-14 for 98 yards, two 

touchdowns and a pick. James fin- 

ished going 2-of-7 for 10 yards, one 

score and two interceptions. 


Kansas St 
Oklahoma 
@ Oklahoma St. 


RUN DEFENSE BETTER, BUT... 
A product of the old Big Eight, Steele knows to 
win in this league teams must be able to stop the 
run. Giving up 214.1 yards a game as Baylor did 
last year isn't going to cut it. Even that was an 
improvement from 1997, when the Bears allowed | 
275.3 rushing yards per game. 


OVER BEFORE IT STARTED 
Redshirt freshman tailback Ben Gay, who was sus- | 
pended in the spring, was dismissed in May. Coach | 
Kevin Steele told the Waco Tribune-Herald that it was a 
private issue that “needs to stay in house.” | 


“Justin Snow 


a 6-1, 267 Sr 
James Colvin 61 285. || 
yan Gillonwatwr -6:1/7288" So: 


Greg Jerman 


Ethan Kelly Dwight Johnson 6-4 276 Jr. | 
Der ‘Travis Hicks 08-202860.F 
Joe Jackson Eddrick Brooks 6-2 247. Sr. 


| een Erietson = 
HAG Chris Watton 
 everet Fraser 


Kris Michoaux 
SCmVED 


my OLGA, 2H 
Rodney Smith 62 221 Sr. | 


SANS Fr 
~ 5.13 178 Fr. 
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Conference championship. 

There’s even talk of lowa 
changing its uniforms back 
to resemble a more 
Pittsburgh Steelers-type 
look. 

Let’s hope Ferentz 
doesn’t play the we-lost-big- 
because-Nebraska-stole-our- 
playbook card. 

Ferentz doesn’t have to 
say anything. People in 
Nebraska and Iowa have 
been looking forward to the 
border war since the two 
schools last played in 1982 

It finally happens on 
Sept. 4 in Iowa City, Iowa, 
which figures to be the high- 
light of Nebraska's three- 
game nonconference season. 


lowa wasn’t going to tip 
its hand during its annual 
spring game, in which only 
29 points were scored. 
Ferentz kept things simple 
by choice. 

“L guess we could have 
done a few things that 
would have been more 
enticing, but it probably 
wouldn't be to our advan- 
tage at this point,” Ferentz 
told a gathering of reporters 
following the game. “As I 
mentioned, the only advan- 
tage we have right now is 
probably trying to keep 
other people guessing a little 
bit.” 

He has promised to use a 
West Coast offense, but he 
wasn’t about to unveil all 
the wrinkles of the system in 
a meaningless sc 


nmage 
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NONCONFERENCE 


OPPONENTS 


t's almost as if Hayden Fry had never left. 

When Kirk Ferentz replaced the long-time lowa 
football legend last December, he promised to return 
the Hawkeyes to the glory days of the 1980s, when the 
school year in and year out was a contender for the Big 10 


Nebraska will open the 1999 season against 
lowa at Kinnick Stadium in lowa City (right). One 
of the Hawkeye leaders is running back Ladell 
Betts (below), who set a record for rushing yards 
by a freshman with 679. 


He’d rather let Nebraska worry about it for the summer. 

“There won't be any secrets after that first week,” 
Ferentz said. “Hopefully, we'll have a few things that will 
work.” 

Ferentz isn’t even ready to name a starting quarterback. 
He all but promised it would be a three-man competition 
in the fall between Kyle McCann, Scott Mullen and Randy 
Reiners. McCann threw for 131 yards and two touchdowns 
during the spring game, Mullen had decent numbers and 
Reiners sat out with a knee injury. 

“Now it's up to the coaches to sit back and evaluate it,” 
McCann told the Cedar Rapids Gazette. “We all took our 
shots this spring and did the best we could and we'll see 
what happens from here.” 

Again, Ferentz isn’t ready to reveal what he’s thinking. 

“Right now, we have three guys in stiff competition,” 
he said. “Each guy brings something different to the table. 
I wouldn't want to predict now, and I think we are going 
to go up to game week in September the same way.” 

The Hawkeyes’ defense is another story. Ferentz said 
Towa will play a 4-3 front this year, at least early on, 
because that’s what the coaching staff is comfortable with. 

“We're keeping an open mind, but this is a nice starting 
point,” he said. 

Linebacker Aaron Kampman is probably the Hawks’ 
marquee player on defense. He'll get a chance to shine in 
the defensive system. 

“Aaron has taken a nice step,” Ferentz said. 

lowa’s defense will have to get better if the Hawkeyes 
are to turn around from a woeful 3-8 season a year ago. 
During its final four games, lowa gave up 161 points and 
sent Fry out on a bad note. 


California 
lowa’s not the only team on Nebraska's schedule that 
feels it has something to prove. 

California, which Nebraska beat on the road last sea- 
son, won five games last year and is looking for more in 
1999, 

Bears Coach Tom Holmoe believes he has the team to 
do it, too. 

“There's no question in my mind that we've improved 
our team and we'll see better results in the win-loss col- 
umn,” he said. “We were one win away from a bowl berth 


Cal linebacker Skou Sanyika led the Pac-10 in 
tackles for loss, with 23 for 125 yards. He also 
had seven sacks. 


last year with an offense that ranked last in the Pac-10. It 
doesn’t take a genius to see that we can make a big jump if 
we can make some strides on that side of the football.” 

Holmoe made some changes in the offense, turning it 
over to new coordinator Steve Hagen. Also, a new offen- 
sive line coach was brought in. Hagen runs a system simi- 
lar to that of Florida Coach Steve Spurrier, a multiple-set 
offense that likes to spread the defense out and throw the 
ball around. 

“Our goal is to be a balanced team,” Hagen said. “To be 
successful, you don’t want to be in a shootout every week. 
The best offensive teams are ones that can mix it up and 
run the ball when they need to. That’s what we want to 
achieve here at Cal.” 

It won't take much for the Bears to show an improve- 
ment. Last year, California averaged only 292.2 yards per 
game, and ranked last in the Pac-10 Conference in scoring 
by averaging a dismal 16.6 points per contest. 

Will it be enough for the Bears to improve on their 5-6 
record remains to be seen. 

Seven starters return on offense, including three talent- 
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Thirryfive years ogo, Dr. Stanley C, Pearle hade edge available. A Pearle we've made sure 
vision, So he started an optical company with you'll find professionals to assist you whose 
‘eno goal..1o help people see better, What grew _ulmost concern js your sofisfaction, guoranteed. 
from that simple dedication is All the way from the exoms 
«@ chain of the finest eyecare you receive to the lenses you 
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Marcus Fields rushed for 734 
yards, sixth best in the Pac-10, 
as a sophomore and has gained 
10 pounds. 


ed offensive linemen, but Cal must 
find a quarterback. Sophomore 
Samuel Clemons and redshirt fresh- 
man David Page battled during the 
spring for the job, but true freshmen 
Kyle Boller and Ryan Sorahan will be 
given a chance to compete for the job 
when fall camp opens. 

The strength of Cal's team will be 
its defense. The unit last season gave 
up 340 yards per game and 18 of the 
squad’s top 22 players on defense are 
back for another run. 

Not only are the Bears talented, 
they're game-tested. Linebackers Skou 
Sanyika, Matt Beck and safety Pete 
Destefano will be four-year starters for 


the Bears while linemen Andre Carter 
and Jerry DeLoach have been in the 
lineup for three seasons 

See the reason for all the excite- 
ment in Berkeley? 

“With the type of experience and 
ability we have on defense, we have 
some high expectations entering the 
1999 season,” said California defen- 
sive coordinator Lyle Setencich. 

The secondary will be the key for 
the Bears’ defense. After picking off 14 
Passes as a group a year ago, this area 
could determine just how much the 
team improves. 

Cornerback Chidi Iwuoma is one 
of the team’s best cover men, and 
Deltha O'Neal also returns. The coach- 
ing staff also likes the play of two red- 
shirts in LaShaun Ward and Jameel 
Powell, 
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ATTENTION HUSKER FANS 
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Defensive end Adalius Thomas 
was the Conference USA 
Defensive Player of the Year 
and a third team All-American. 


Southern 
Mississippi 


You won't see a bunch of scared 
Golden Eagles sneaking into Memorial 
Stadium on Sept. 18, hoping to leave 
Lincoln with their pride intact. 

No way is a red-clad crowd of 
76,000 Nebraska football fans going to 
intimidate Southern Mississippi. 

Playing national championship-cal- 
iber opponents is nothing new to the 
Eagles. 

Last 


year, for instance, Southern 
Mi pi, a member of Conference 
USA, had non-league games at Penn 
State and Alabama, plus a home con- 
test against Texas A&M. Nothing 
Nebraska will throw at them should 
be intimidating after those experi- 
ences. 

Doing it with an inexperienced 
quarterback leading the offense is 
another matter. 

First up this fall for Southern 
Mississippi is finding a quarterback to 
replace Lee Roberts, who threw for 
2,680 yards and 24 touchdowns a year 
ago to lead the Eagles into an appear- 
ance in the Humanitarian Bowl 

This spring, sophomores Jeff Kelly, 
the Eagles’ No. 2 quarterback a year 
ago who only attempted 12 passes, 
and Brian Balazik along with junior 
college transfer Cable Davis were 
fighting for the starting job. 

“We have to get people ready to 
play who can win for this football 
team,”” Southern Mississippi Coach 
Jeff Bower said. “We have to teach 
them the offense so that they can make 
plays and play well consistently.” 

Up next on the Eagles’ list of con- 
cerns is finding somebody to protect 
the quarterback. Southern Mississippi 
needs to find replacements for four 
graduate starters. Weakside guard 


Senior wide receiver Sherrod 
Gideon caught 78 passes for 
1,303 yards and 15 touch- 
downs. 


Shederick Blackman is the only starter 
back up front. 

However, Bower likes what he sees 
from the younger guys coming up in 
the one-back system. 

“In all honesty, I think that we are 
going to be a little more athletic there,” 
Bower said. “Obviously, the experi- 
ence isn’t there. We are going to be 
young and we are going to be inexpe- 
rienced at those positions, There are a 
number of guys that need to step up 
and establish themselves.” 

Southern Miss does have somebody 
to shoulder the load if the offense 
needs time to gel. H-back Derrick Nix 
returns for his sophomore season after 
rushing for 1,180 yards, which was the 
19th best season ever from a freshman 
running back. 

Defense should be the strength for 
the Eagles, especially early in the sea- 
son. All four down linemen return as 
do two starting linebackers. 

However, the defensive front needs 
to improve. A year ago, the Eagles 
gave up more than 160 yards per game 
on the ground and allowed three 
opponents to score at least 30 points. 

The line is anchored by ends Cedric 
Scott and Adalius Thomas, who were 
both first-team all-Conference USA 
selections last season. Scott had 9.5 
sacks and was in on 66 tackles as a 
sophomore while Thomas, who earned 
All-American status last year, led the 
team with 12.5 sacks and 20 tackles for 
loss. 

“This is a group that has talent and 
the front seven should be the strength 
of our defense,” Bower said. “We want 
to be better there. Just because guys 
started last year or previous years does 
not mean that you are at the top of 
your game. We want our guys to get 
better, and I think we are capable of 
that.” ll — By Mark Derowitsch 
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Intelligent chat. 
Message boards. 
Interviews. 
Inside scoops. 


Big time. Yeah. 


Bobby Bowden’s Florida 
State Seminoles look to 
be primed for another 
run at a national cham- 
pionship. Tennessee 
defeated Florida State 
23-16 in the Tostitos 
Fiesta Bowl Jan. 4 to win 
the 1998 title, 


UPCOMING 
BCS SCHEDULE 


1999 Regular Season 
Jan. 1, 2000 — The Rose Bow! Game presented by 
AT&T 
Jan, 1, 2000 — FedEx Orange Bow! 
Jan. 2, 2000 — Tostitos Fiesta Bow! 
Jan. 4, 2000 — Nokia Sugar Bowl* 
2000 Regular Season 
Jan. 1, 2001 — The Rose Bow! Game presented by AT&T 
Jan, 1, 2001 — Tostitos Fiesta Bow! 
van, 2, 2001 — Nokia Sugar Bow! 
Jan. 3, 2001 — FedEx Orange Bow!" 
2001 Regular Season 
Jan, 1, 2002 — Tostitos Fiesta Bow! 
Jan. 1, 2002 — Nokia Sugar Bow! 
Jan. 2, 2002 — FedEx Orange Bow! 
Jan. 3, 2002 — The Rose Bow! Game presented by AT&T" 
* Indicates National Championship Game 


Florida State ... seminoles make do with defense 


Penn State ... schedule will test not-so-young Lions 


Tennessee ... defending champ Vols must visit Gainesville 


Arizona ... cats’ quarterback tandem in tact 


Florida ... Gator defensive losses considerable 


Ohio State... Buckeyes have quarterback quandary 


Texas A&M ...18 Aggie starters return 


= = 
Miami .. . nurricane warning in Big East 


Michigan . . . (Drew) Henson could be the man 


10. Nebraska ... tuskers must stay healthy 


TOP 25 


11. Wisconsin .. . adgers get a rush from (Ron) Dayne 
12. Georgia ... speed on defense and (Quincy) Carter, too 
13. Notre Dame .. . 3-4 defense gives Irish new look 
14. Georgia Tech .. . bost of the rest in ACC 

15. UCLA ... post-mcNown era begins 

16. Colorado .. . back to the future with (Gary) Barnett 
17. Air Force .. . a wishbone without (Blaine) Morgan 
18. Virginia Tech .. . (rani Beamer’s Hokies no joke 
19. Kansas State .. . defense not to be ignored 

20. Arkansas .. . enthusiasm is high in Fayetteville 

21. Oklahoma State .. . versatile (Tony) Lindsay leads ‘Pokes 
22. Virginia ... chances good for nine wins again 

23. Tulane ... wave good-bye to (Shaun) King 

24. Brigham Young .. . passing into a new conference 


25. Marshall ... most tatent and depth in the MAC 


CU RECROTING a 
Early Decisions 


Commitments from two top 100 recruits get Nebraska off to a fast start 


By James Hale 


ebraska has always been one of the leaders when it 
Ni: to early commitments, and already the 

Cornhuskers are staking claim to one of the top 
recruiting classes in the country. 

It's rare for most programs to have oral commitments 
before the summer, but Nebraska recently picked up its sec- 
ond top 100 national recruit, when linebacker Jason 
Richenberger (6-foot-2, 210 pounds, with 4.53 speed in the 
40-yard dash) of Liberty, Mo., said yes to the Huskers’ early 
offer. 

“The Nebraska fans are awesome, always giving great 
support, and I want to play at a college where their football 
program is the main event in the state,” Richenberger said. 
“In Nebraska, the Cornhusker football program is the No. 1 
sports program in the state, and the fans are great at show- 
ing their support. They had 25,000 fans at their spring 
game, and that was incredible. 

“T also really like Coach (Charlie) McBride. He was so 
laid-back, didn’t pressure me at all like some of the other 
college coaches that I have run into. Coach McBride told 
me to go where I felt the most comfortable, and I just loved 
his approach. Those are the things that won me over.” 

Richenberger joins tight end Chris Septak (6-5, 235, 4.6) 
of Millard (West), Neb., as the first to commit to the 
Cornhuskers. Richenberger is a three-year starter at outside 
linebacker and this year will expand his role as a running 
back and punt returner. Richenberger anchored both the 
4x100 and 4x200 relays for Liberty and has run a 10.6 100 
meters and a 22.16 200. 

Last year, Richenberger played in only four games due 
to a mis-diagnosed heart aliment. As it turned out, 
Richenberger had no trouble with his heart at all and could 
have played all year. Instead, Richenberger dominated 
through the four games with 77 tackles and broke a school 
record for tackles behind the line of scrimmage in a game 
with eight. He also set a team record with six fumble recov- 
eries and three forced fumbles. 

College coaches across the country have just completed 
their evaluations of high school juniors, and already there 
are a number of names that are creeping to the top of 
recruiting boards for every college football program. 

You will get a major argument as to who is the top quar- 
terback in the country. 

In Louisiana, Brook Berlin (6-2, 195, 4.7) of Shreveport 
(Evangel) may be the top passer, while Shyrone Carey (5-8, 
180, 4.5) of Marrerro (Bishop Shaw) is one of the top option 
operators in the South, Berlin hit on 226 of 422 passes for 
3,312 yards and 38 touchdowns, with only seven intercep- 
tions a year ago. He's in the hunt for the all-time prep pass- 
ing record currently held by J.R. House of Nitro, Va. Going 
into his senior season, Berlin has passed for 9,683 yards, 
completing 68.4 percent of his passes with 109 touchdowns. 

Carey, running an option attack, rushed for 1,247 yards 
(6.92 yards per carry and threw for 1,103 yards. 
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Jason Richenberger (left) and Chris Septak were 
the first players to commit to Nebraska. 


Florida State has already earned the commitment of hot- 
shot Chris Rix (6-3, 200, 4.6) of LaPuente (Bishop Amat), 
Calif., who is a three-year starter who threw for 1,500 yards 
a year ago. John Rattay (6-4, 195, 4.5) of Phoenix (Desert 
Vista), Ariz., threw for 3,094 yards and 36 touchdowns and 
is wide-open concerning his recruiting, Zac Wasserman (6- 
3, 200, 4.8) of Westlake, Calif., has already committed to 
Penn State. The top QB in Texas is Chance Mock (6-2, 180, 
4.7) of The Woodlands. 

The top running back may be Luis McGahee (6-0, 213, 
4.4) of Miami (Springs), Fla., who has great size, balance 
and blazing speed. McGahee already has offers from over 
20 colleges, including Florida, Florida State, Miami, Penn 
State, Missouri and Nebraska, 

Tyson Thompson (6-1, 185, 4.45) of Irving and Derrick 
Arnold (6-2, 210, 4.5) of Houston (Milby) are the best ball 
carriers in Texas. Arnold rushed for 2,300 yards and 31 
touchdowns and was named the district MVP. Arturo 
Beltran (6-0, 200, 4.45) of Abilene is another Lone Star State 
back who is drawing national attention. 

Harold James (6-1, 212, 4.5) of Osceola, Ark., is a combo 
linebacker/running back who racked up 101 tackles and 
six interceptions a year ago while rushing for 1443 yards 
and 19 touchdowns. James is listing Alabama, Michigan, 
Arkansas, Mississippi, Illinois, Nebraska, Notre Dame, 
Florida State, Tennessee, Oklahoma and Oklahoma State. 

Davey Henderson (6-1, 185, 4.5) of Opelousas, La., is an 
awesome talent, rushing for 1,247 yards at 7.65 yards per 
carry in just six games. Derek Groves (6-2, 200, 4.4) of 
Tuscaloosa (Holt), Ala., is another from the South to watch. 

Walter Reyes (5-11, 200, 4.3) of Yorktown (Struthers), 
Ohio, ran a 10.6 100 meters and earned second team All- 
State honors a year ago. Marcus Houston (6-2, 200, 4.4) of 
Denver (Jefferson) rushed for 1,900 yards and is already 


considering Florida State, Michigan, 
UCLA, Nebraska, Colorado and Texas. 
In California, Chris Howard (6-1, 180, 
4.5) of Wilmington (Banning) is a 
slasher with great moves in the open 
field who rushed for 1,635 yards and 
21 touchdowns. 

Charles Rogers (6-2, 180, 4.4) of 
Saginaw, Mich., is already being com- 
pared to Randy Moss of the Minnesota 
Vikings at wide receiver. He works out 
with Jerry Riceof the San Francisco 
49ers in the offseason and came up 
with 800 yards in receiving a year ago 
and returned two punts for scores. 
Roy Del Williams (6-2, 175, 4.56) of 
Reserve (East St. Johns) La., caught 52 
passes for 1,006 yards and 10 touch- 
downs a year ago. 

Roy Williams (6-2, 190, 4.45) of 
Odessa, Texas, may be the best 
prospect ever to come out of that sto- 
ried program. A first team All-State 
selection a year ago, Williams had 
more than 1,500 yards in pass recep- 
tions and managed 18 touchdowns. 
B,J. Johnson (6-0, 180, 4.45) of South 
Grand Prairie, Texas, is rated right 
with Williams after finishing with 900 
yards receiving and 20 touchdowns, 

Don Patrick (6-5, 195, 4.5) of 
Hazelton, Pa., was a first-team All- 
State selection a year ago, Tony Brown 
(6-3, 180, 4.4) of Fort Lauderdale may 
be the best in the Sunshine State. 

Septak is joined in the tight end 
group by Eric Knotts (6-4, 235, 4.5) of 
Detroit (Ford), who may be the fastest 
tight end in the country. 

You will get an argument who is 
the best offensive lineman in the coun- 
try. Some say Kwame Harris (6-5, 300, 
5.0) of Newark, Del., is No. 1, and oth- 
ers like Mike Munoz (6-6, 295, 5.3) of 
Cincinnati (Moeller), the son of former 
NFL lineman Anthony Munoz. Larry 
Kinnard (6-5, 290, 5.2) of Alliance, 
Ohio, has already committed to Ohio 
State. Bobby Meeks (6-4, 250, 5.0) of 
Aldine (Nimitz), Texas, is a great cen- 
ter prospect, and Lionel Garr (6-6, 330, 
5.3) of Diboll is the best offensive tack- 
le prospect in the Texas. 

West Simms (6-5, 295, 4.9) of 
Weatherford, Okla., is also rated 
among the elite. A four-year starter, 
Simms recently set the state discus 
record in Class 3A. OU, Texas and 
Nebraska are the leaders, with Texas 
A&M and Oklahoma State also in the 
picture. 

Adam Dorion (6-4, 255, 4.78) of 
Duncan, Okla., is as good a defensive 
lineman as there is in the country. He 
has a brother playing at Kansas State 
but seems wide open among the 
Wildcats, OU, Texas, Nebraska and 
others. Sonny Davis (6-2, 288, 4.9) of 


Austin (Lanier), is a top defensive 
tackle out of Texas. John Paul Jones (6- 
3, 260, 5.2) of Carencro, La., is already 
the talk in Bayou country, with 93 
tackles, seven sacks, and three fumble 
recoveries. 

Tan Scott (6-3, 285, 4.9) of 
Gainesville, Fla., made 101 tackles, 
came up with one interception and 
had six sacks. Scott was named first- 
team All-State and likes Stanford, 
Michigan, Florida State, Florida and 
Notre Dame. 

Jason Witten (6-6, 245, 4.7) of 
Elizabethton, Tenn., is an outstanding 
defensive end prospect with a 355- 
pound bench press and a 460 squat. 
Witten has Tennessee, Michigan, 
Virginia Tech and Georgia as his top 
four. Mac Tyler (6-6, 310, 4.8) if 
Bessemer (Lanier), Ala., is a standout 
nose tackle prospect and excels at 
stopping the run. Vince Wilfork (6-3, 
300, 5.0) of Lantana (Santa Luce) Fla., 
has already committed to Miami. 

One of the top players in the coun- 
try is DJ. Williams (6-2, 225, 4.45) of 
Concord (DeLaSalle), Calif. This 
superstar rushed for 809 yards (13.7 
yards per carry) as a tailback, scored 
13 touchdowns and returned one punt 
for a score. In addition, he managed 
146 tackles on defense. 

“DJ. is in a class all by himself,” 
said DeLaSalle Coach Bob Ladouceur. 
“He is just blessed with all the athletic 
tools and intelligence it takes to be a 
great one. He’s dominant on both 
sides of the ball and doesn’t have a 
weakness at this level on the playing 
field.” 

Williams is wide open in recruiting 
but does mention Michigan, Notre 
Dame, Penn State, Colorado, USC, 
UCLA, California, Texas and 
Nebraska. 

Another top California linebacker is 
Tim Warfield (6-4, 245, 4.65) of Vista, 
who has already committed to UCLA. 

Robert Peace (6-3, 235, 4.8) of 
Rustin, La., has already committed to 
LSU, but the best linebacker in 
Louisiana is Tyler Satterwhite (6-2, 
225, 4.74) of Shreveport (Evangel), La. 
Clifton Bowers (6-2, 240, 4.4) of 
Baltimore (Lake Clifton), Md., and 
Mike Goolsby (6-4, 225, 4.53) of Joliet 
(Catholic), Ill., are speed backers that 
the college powers love. 

Most agree that the top defensive 
back in the country is Lawerence 
Richardson (5-10, 165, 4.45) of 
Galveston (Ball), Texas. Harold James 
(6-0, 215, 4.5) of Osceola, Ark., is also a 
great running back, while O.J. Owens 
(6-1, 198, 4.3) of New London (New 
Standard), N.C,, is one of the top pure 
athletes in the country. i 
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‘Even though the pressure’s there, 
you can't let it get out of hand’ 


FRANK SOLICH WILL SPEND the summer 
preparing for his second season as 
Nebraska's head coach. In a curious way, 
however, this second team might be the first 
that is truly his, 

Then again, it might not be. Perhaps 
another season must pass before Solich is 
acknowledged as more than the person to 
whom Tom Osborne's program has been 
entrusted. 

(The phrase “must pass” isn't meant as a 


Mike 
BABCOCK 


pun, by the way.) 

Anyhow, Osborne still casts a giant shadow 
on a program that was his for a quarter of a cen- 
tury. He helped recruit all of the players who 
are in it right now. And even though he has 
gone out of his way not to intrude, maintaining 
an unnecessarily low profile, some still see the 
program as his. 

A week after the Spring Game, the Omaha 
World-Herald even asked him to evaluate 
Solich’s first season as coach. Among other 
things, Osborne described it as “one of the most 
difficult years I’ve ever seen Nebraska have in 
terms of a wide range of injuries to key people.” 

It wasn’t so much an evaluation as an 
attempt to explain the 9-4 record. 

Fans evaluate a team on the basis of its wins 
and losses. A coach, however, evaluates a team by what it 
accomplishes in relation to what it is capable of accomplish- 
ing, taking into consideration factors that can’t be controlled 
such as injuries, which significantly affected the Cornhuskers 
in 1998, 

A coach also evaluates a team on effort, something 
Nebraska never lacked last season even though it wasn’t in 
the national championship chase, or the conference playoff 
for that matter. 

“If you're taken out of those things coming down the 
stretch, it comes back, really, to pride in the program and the 
pride your players have,” Solich said. “And they had that. 

“So to me, keeping the attitude and keeping the great 
work ethic day after day no matter what happens, no matter 
how many injuries you have, no matter what kind of breaks 
you get, you've still got to come out and you’ve still got to 
play great football. Of course, our staff knew that. 
Sometimes, you know, your players have a hard time with 
that, when everything doesn’t go well. But that group didn’t. 

“Chemistry and attitude are what I've learned are as 
important as anything.” 

That's his philosophy, applied to his program. 

The pressure of succeeding Osborne “bothered me a little 
more than I felt it would,” he said. “I thought I was going to 
be able to get through the season without feeling any pres- 
sure to really get it done at the level everybody was expect- 
ing because I have always been the kind...” 

He paused. “I give my best shot,” he said. “This team and 


everyone. 


Frank Solich knows 
he can’t please 


this program were going to get my best shot, and I just felt 
that was going to be good enough. 

“But the Texas A&M game rolled around, and we lost, 
and the injuries just kept mounting. There was pressure, but 
yet, I think in athletics you learn to deal with pressure. I've 
learned that through playing, through coaching, and even 
though the pressure's there, you can’t let it get out of hand.” 

Osborne has talked about how Bob Devaney, his prede- 
cessor, had a built-in grace period when he took charge in 
1962, because Cornhusker football had fallen on hard times. 

In contrast, he was held to a much higher standard, 
replacing Devaney just one season after 
Nebraska had won back-to-back national 
championships. Because of the success, even 
though Devaney didn’t interfere or second- 
guess him, he often felt like a “caretaker,” 
Osborne said. 

That feeling persisted well into his tenure 
as head coach. In fact, the “caretaker” label 
probably wasn’t removed, in his mind at least, 
until he coached the Cornhuskers to the 
national title in 1994, 

He coached another national champi- 
onship team the next season, and then for good 
measure, he went out on top by coaching 
Nebraska to a third national championship in 
four seasons. 

Solich inherited the unrealistic expecta- 
tions created by that remarkable run. 

If Osborne felt like a “caretaker,” how must Solich feel? 

“L kind of realized that no matter how it went that some 
things were going to be critiqued, second-guessed,” Solich 
said. “That's just the way it is. I understood that going in. I 
don’t mind that. I'm able to handle that. And I’m able to deal 
with that because I know football. 

“I know whether we should have been running the ball, 
whether we should have been throwing the ball, or what we 
should have been doing in certain situations against certain 
teams. I know the philosophy we've got here and what 
we've established is sound. So none of that stuff really both- 
ered me.” 

Outwardly, maybe, that’s true. But it’s human nature to 
be bothered by criticism, however impersonal and whether 
direct or implied. Six seasons of feeling as if he were a care- 
taker, and five consecutive losses against Oklahoma, con- 
tributed to Osborne’s considering an offer from Colorado. 

Fortunately for Nebraska, he turned down the offer. 

Solich has a long way to go before reaching such a point. 
He's only been in charge for one season. And he seems to 
have been able to maintain a proper perspective. 

“You're never going to please everybody,” he said. “I’ve 
known that for a long, long time. And so I didn’t try to 
please everybody. I just tried to please myself.” 

But some people, especially outside the state, might not 
even realize he’s the coach. 

“That's true,” he said with a laugh. 
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HORE {{uuket Video 


1999 Season on Video! 


Witness all of the excitement from the upcoming season with your subscription to 
Husker Video. Each week during the season you will receive a video tape of the entire 
game complete with the radio broadcast for audio. The Huskers are hungry again, 
loaded with talent, and looking at a tough schedule! Get all of the action sent to you 
from Husker Video. (Season subscription includes all regular season games and the 
Big XII Championship*). *Big XII Championship included if NU participates. 


9900A The ‘99 season sent Priority Mail to arrive at your door no later than 
Thursday following each game. Price: $159.00 + $50.00 S&H 


9900B The ‘99 season sent Standard Mail to arrive at your door within 10 days 
following each game. Price: $159.00 + $25.00 S&H 


9900L Pick any 7 games from the ‘99 season for a discounted rate over the 
individual game rate. All 7 game tapes will be sent Priority Mail. 
Price: $115.00 + $30.00 S&H 


Individual Game(s) Pick individual games, any mix of games you like. Game 
tapes will be sent Priority Mail. Price: $19.95 ea. + $5.00 S&H ea. 


—— 
HUSKER VIDEO ORDER FORM Game check box: 
3s, sig a6 sker Video! @ lowa 9/4/99 @ Texas 10/23/99 
Yes, sign me up for Husker Video! : nar | California 9/11/99 Kansas 10/30/99 
9900A ‘99 season priority mail. $159 + $ So Miss 9/18/99 Tex A&M 11/6/99 
9900B ‘99 season standard mail. $159 + | — @ Missou 9/25/99 — Kan State 11/13/99 
199 esacon cov ae ean ce Okla St 10/2/99 @ Colorado 11/26/99 
2ason seven game al. $30 S& 
99001 ‘99 season seven game special. $115 + $30 S&H | = og 10/9/99 Big XII Ch 12/4/99 


(pick games in check box) 
Individual Game(s) ‘99 season single games. $19.95 ea. + $5 S&H ea, 
(pick game(s) in check box) [Send Husker Videos to: 


Method of Payment: | aie | | 
(check one) | . —_ aa _ — | 
C1 Check Enclosed © Visa Mastercard Address a = = = 
|| City, State, Zip 


Card Number Make payment to Husker Video and send order form to: 
Expiration Date | Husker Video + PO Box 5273 + Lincoln NE 68505 


Authorized Signature Fax to: (402) 465-8811 Or Call toll free: (800) 230-3831 


Look like your current 
investment strategy? 


Call Kirkpatrick Pettis. 


If this reminds you of your current investment strategy, call Kirkpatrick Pettis. Effective 
investment strategies don’t have to be fancy or confusing. In fact, studies show that simple, 
long-term, financial game plans almost always outperform “hot” market fads. The investment 
consultants at Kirkpatrick Pettis know this well. They start with a full range of practical products 
and services. They then tailor an investment package to fit the strengths, goals and needs of 
each individual client. The result is a hard-hitting, long-term game plan that actually makes 


sense. Involve the professionals from Kirkpatrick Pettis in your financial plans, Call today. 


Kirkpatrick Pettis 


‘A Mutual of Omaha Company 


10250 REGENCY CIRCLE, SUITE 400 » OMAHA, NE 68114 + 402-39: 
Member NASD and SIPC 


+ 800-776-5777 
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Coming soon 


WEAR THIS AND 
YOU MAY BE ASKED 
TO FILL IN. & 


It's what the coaches wear. It’s the only official performance apparel 
brand of the University of Nebraska. It’s all authentic and identical 
to what the Husker coaches put on before practice 

and game day. You can wear this or you can wear PA \ 
something ordinary. It’s your call. adidas 4 


625 Stadium Dr. (Just west of Memorial Stadium) (800) 965-8674 


